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EGYPT 


SHUKRI RESPONDS TO AL-SADAT ON DEMOCRACY, EXISTENCE OF OPPOSITION VOICES 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 110, 2 Jun 81 p 3 


[Article by Ibrahim Shukri: "People Are Makers of Parties and the Labor Party 
Leads the Ranks" ] 


[Text] President al-Sadat opened discussion of democratic practices and the 

need for the presence of a strong opposition. Regardless of the lengthy dialog 
in which the president dealt with the Labor Party and its leadership--a dialog 
that, undoubtedly, was characterized by tense statements and by concentrating 

on particulars with the aim of undermining the weight of the party and of slight- 
ing its ieadership--we will not wait to reply because the people have spared us 
the need for this by doubling sales of AL-SHA'B. 


Moreover, support for the Labor Party and the perception of AL-SHA'B as the 
mouthpiece for all inclinations and factions in the opposition, with its vari- 
ous directions and tendencies, constitutes a reply to the attempts to cast doubt 
on the Labor Party leadership. 


[ say this despite the desperate efforts and fearsome pressures to drive a wedge 
in the party's ranks because this party actually does represent a broad front 
whose ranks have been opened to a number of honorable patriots, some of whom had 
been affiliated with the Young Egypt Movement and with the Socialist Party, some 
with the Muslim Brotherhood movement, some with the new al-Wafd and the new 
generation that started its political life with the late leader Jamal ‘Abd al- 
Nasir and with the 23 July revolution. 


DYisregarding Facts 


in his statements to the People's Assembly, Maj Gen Nabawi Isma'il, minister of 
interior, tried to depict events so as to convey certain meanings, even if this 
meant a failure to be accurate by disregarding some facts and including others. 
The minister also tried to underline the presence of Khalid Muhyi al-Din at the 
press conference [as published], saying that Khalid came to represent the commun- 
ists and that he has made contributions to the party. The minister of interior 
forgets that Khalid Muhyi al-Din is the secretary of the National Progressive 
Unionist Grouping Party, one of the three parties with which the democratic 
oxperience started. President al-Sadat boasts of this experience, saying that 

he sped up the rise of the parties after the emergence of the [political] plat- 


rorms. 











fhe minister in his statements then intentionally ignored the fact that those 
present represented factions and currents other than the Egvptian left. The 
minist failed to mention the presence of Fathi Radwan, the chairman of the 
National Party existing before the revolution and the current chairman of the 
Py 1ratory Committee, and the presence of Mumtaz Nassar, representative of 
the constituents of the National Front Party. Nabawi then attacked Shaykh 
salah Abu-Isma'il, considering that he represents the large masses that de- 
nand implementation of the Islamic Shari'a, and failed to note that the shaykh 
i r nt 
AL-~SHA’B Reflects All Inclinations 
We tha od, may He be praised, for His blessing. Whoever scrutinizes’ this 
edition of AL~SHA'B will find all the inclinations (excluding the ruling party) 
are represented in the writers who have expressed their views and are reflected 
in the paper either in the form of party statements or in the form of articles 


reflecting the views and inclinations of these parties: 

A statement and a reply from the founders of the new al-Wafd. 
A statement from the Unionist National Grouping Party. 

A statement and a reply from Shaykh Salah Abu-Ismail. 

A statement from the Coalition Front. 


An article by Fathi Radwan, the chairman of the National Party's Preparatory 
Committee. 





An article by Muhammad ‘Abd al-Shafi, representative of the Socialist Liberals. 
he statement of the Permanent Congress of the Islamic Call. 


AL-SHA'B has gathered the opinions of all these men to convey them to the peo- 
ple, considering that the national papers have closed their doors to all opin- 
ions and are monopolized by the ruling party. If these papers publish anything 
about the opposition generally, and about the Labor Party in particular, what 
is published is nothing but assults and articles fraught with poison and lies. 
If somebody tries to tell us: Here you are enjoying freedom of expression and 
writing whatever you want in your paper, then our answer will be that the free- 
dom of the press advocated by President al-Sadat can only be that as long as we 
are careful to state things correctly and to maintain the ethics of dialog. 
This is something that is missing in the statements of some officials. 


I know that some writers will scream, saying: 


Here is the Labor Party and its leadership cooperating with the reactionaries 
after having coordinated with the leftists. My answer to all these allegations 
is that we are a party that has its own program. This is a program that contains 
the essence of a national experience that started in the 1930's and has gained 
its positive aspects from its progression, from its participation in the Egyptian 














events, including the bright side of the popular struggle before the revolution, 
from its participation in the positive aspects of the 23 July revolution, from 
its adherence to the sound essence of the principles of the 15 May revolution 
anc from its vigilant aspiration for a sound and sincere democratic action re- 
sulting in the rise of parties and in the presence of opinion and counter 
Opinicn. 


Similer Demands by Nationalist Forces 


Lacn of these forces that line up to express their opinion through AL-SHA'B 
represents an incependent program, thinking and approach. There may be a slight 
or a big difference among them but they all cling to their right to free expres- 
sion and to sound democratic practices and they reject the imposition of shackles 
on the formation of parties. Moreover, there is consensus among all these 

forces on the need to unite the Arab ranks in the service of the Egyptian people 
and the Arab nation. These forces are aiso in unanimous agreement that the con- 
sequences of Camp David have been destructive to the unity of the Arab ranks, 
even to the unity of the Islamic ranks and to the nonaligned movement. These 
forces reject the normalization and say that the self-rule agreements have failed 
to solve the Palestinian issue or the issue of the Arabism of Jerusalem because 
Israel doesn't actually want to recognize the Palestinian people and their right 
to their homeland and their state. They further say that the Camp David accords 
have not realized true or comprehensive peace for the area. 


These forces also refuse to have the ruling party in sole control of the informa- 
tion media and of the press and they believe that the parties do not have equal 
opportunities to engage in their activities. They also see that there are several 
laws whose compatibiiity with the constitution is dubious. The Supreme Constitu- 
tional Court is currently examining more than one law whose constitutiorality 

has to be decided. 


Stronz Opposition Comes Not Through Decrees 


I say: Now that President al-Sadat has opened the discussion on democratic prac- 
tices and believes that such practices are realized through the existence of 
strong and large-scale opposition, we agree with him on this. But we disagree 
that this goal can be attained through decrees or through arrangements made by 
the ruling party or by President al-Sadat. We have also heard it said that 
action is what builds this strong opposition. We agree with the statement that 
action is what leads us to sound results. Here we are exercising our right to 
call for the existence of this strong opposition’ by organizing the ranks, by 
deternining the points of agreement and by making some peuple stop imagining 
that casting doubts on and slandering those who disagree with their opinion is 
the sound path of democratic dialog. 


We have grown up on this good earth and our bodies will be buried in it and we 
have all drunk copiously from the Nile. We find bright spots in the histories 

of all those who speak up and lead the opposition factions nowadays. Every man 
makes mistakes and it is untenable that the leaders of the ruling party are a 
select group of pure people who have monopolized all virtues and who have avoided 
all mistakes. 








The procession ismarching forward and we welcome any constructive dialog in 
which the acknowledged rules are respected. 


Let those writers who want to fish for mistakes and who want to flatter those 
whom they imagine to be in control of all favors and good things--let those 
writers stop and let them learn that God is the only giver and that He is the 
one in control of affairs. 


God is great, and long live the people. 


8494 
CSO: 4504/100 














AL-WAFD LEADER SIRAJ AL-DIN SCOLDS AL-SADAT FOR ABUSIVE ATTACKS 
Cairo AL'SHA'B in Arabic No 110, 2 Jun 81 p 10 
[Text of Siraj al-Din letter to President al-Sadat] 


[Text] AL-SHA'B has received from Fu'ad Siraj al-Din, chairman of the new al- 
Wafd Party, the text of the letter which he had sent to President Anwar al-Sadat 
on 23 May. Following is the text of the letter: 


His Excellency President Muhammad Anwar al-Sadat, president of the Arab Republic 
of Fgypt and chairman of the Democratic National Party, 


A good greeting: 


Your Excellency has persistently launched a severe attack on al-Wafd and its 
leaders, headed by Mustafa al-Nahhas, the unforgettable patriotic leader, and 
on the new al-Wafd from the time of its foundation, up to its dissolution and 
until today. My person has borne the lion's share of thisattack. In this you 
have used all the information media, including the press, the radio and the 
television, and the platform of the People's Assembly. Hardly a speech or a 
statement made by Your Exceliency is free of these ferocious assaults and these 
violent attacks. In these speeches and statements, you have mentioned many in- 
cidents that do not agree with the proven historical facts. 


These assaults recently have grown noticeably more violent. The assault against 
Mustafa al-Nahhas, against my person and against the pre-1952 politicians and 
rulers generally has escalated to the point where it is impossible to remain 
silent, even though we have committed ourselves to this silence unwillingly 
since the dissolution of the new al-Wafd in 1978. Regrettably, this escalation 
in the assault against us has been accompanied by a similar escalation in the 
use of violent phrases and strong words that exceed every acknowledged tradition 
in the world of politics. What magnifies the enormity of the matter is that all 
this is uttered by the head of the state. 


You have attributed to us in your numerous and successive speeches and statements 
many qualities, including, for example, "lowliness, obscenity, poor manners, 
rudeness" and "flies.'' Matters have reached the point where you mentioned in 
your speech at Alexandria University on 16 May that the British used to "beat 

us with shoes" when Your Excellency said: 








"The British ambassador was sitting next to me during the dinner banquet given 
at the embassy in honor of Prince Philip and I told the ambassador: You are not 
to blame. This is because if the pasha, the man in high position, the prime 
minister and the minister come to them like flies under their feet, they should 
treat them like this. 


"One of them says he is a pasha and the son of a pasha. What is this? What is 
this? The British used to beat them with shoes.” 


We, Mr President, were not among the men beaten with shoes. Those who fought 
the British in the 1951 canal battle, who fired bullets at them and who killed 
dozens of their officers and troops in a national battle to which the whole 
world attested, cannot be beaten with shoes! 


Those who stopped the British ships with force when the ships tried to cross the 
"Aqabah Gulf in 1951 so as to preserve Egypt's sovereignty over its territorial 
waters cannot be truly said to have been beaten with shoes! To familiarize your- 
self with the historical facts, I wish you would refer to the writings of the 
university professors you were addressing. In this respect in particular, may 

I refer you to the book of Dr Hamid Sultan, professor of international law at 
Cairo University, second edition, 1965. 


Perhaps Your Excellency doesn't remember the instance of the British ship 

Empire Ross which on 11 [month missing] 1951 tried to cross the Gulf of '‘Aqabah 
loaded with oil and heading for the port of Elat. The Egyptian authorities 
stopped it by force, posted a military guard on >oard and detained it. Egypt 

in this incident exercised its right to full sovereignty over its territorial 
waters. When England protested this measure, Egypt replied strongly, rightfully 
and with dignity. Then on 29 July 1951, Egypt received an official letter from 
the British Embassy acknowledging Egypt's right and sovereignty over its terri- 
torial waters and pledging to observe the procedures in force when its ships 
cross Egyptian territorial waters. 


Can it be said that those who abrogated the 1936 treaty, defying thousands of 
troops in the canal base, were beaten with shoes! 


Mr President, 


These phases are new to the dictionary of Egyptian politics and I hope you will 
believe me that they leave the worst possible impact on the feelings of the 
Egyptian people. There is also no doubt that the people are pained most deeply 

by these incessant attacks on Mustafa al-Nahhas, their departed patriotic leader. 
Mustafa al-Nahhas' leadership cannot be undermined by this attack, which rather 
makes it felt more strongly in the hearts and in the souls. Al-Nahhas continued 
to be the target of constant attack from 1952 until he died on 22 August 1965. 

The people responded to this attack most strongly and eloquently during al-Nahhas' 
funerai. His death did not put an end to this attack, which has continued and 
turned more ferocious since his death and up to the present. The people responded 
once again to this attack by coming in huge numbers to join the new al-Wafd party 
when it was founded in 1978. This demand for the party, especially by the youch, 
was the talk of all of Egypt. Moreover, it upended all the political calculatioss. 








National leadership, Mr President, is imposed by events and bestowed by peoples. 
History records it and it cannot be given or usurped by articles, by speeches or 
by the words of an individual, regardless of the position of this individual and 
even if he is the head of a state. Your denail of Mustafa al-Nahhas' leadership 
does not diminish its weight and does not erase it from the pages of history or 
from the hearts of the people. 


Mr President, 


I beg you to permit me to express my amazement at what was said in your speech 
of 16 May 1981, namely: 


"The British ambassador was sitting next to me during the dinner banquet given 

at the embassy in honor of Prince Philip and I told the ambassador: you are not 
to be blamed. This is because if the pashas, the man in high position, the prime 
minister and the minister come to them like flies under their feet, they should 
treat them like this." 


How could you permit yourself to attack Egypt's former leaders and rulers at the 
British Embassy, which is considered British territory by international law, and 
in a conversation with the British ambassador. What makes the matter more amaz- 
ing is that there was no call or occasion requiring this astonishing slander. A 
few days ago, you launched a devastating attack on the chairman of the Labor 
Party on the pretext that in Damascus he had attended a meeting in which Egypt 
and Egypt's rulers were attacked--something that the chairman has denied. You 
considered his silence over this attack an unpatriotic act. 


Mr President, 


You urge the cicizens to renounce shameful words and to cling to village ethics. 
(s it of village ethics to tie your opponent with the strongest shackles and to 
deny him every means of defending himself at a time when he is attacked with 
every means of assault! We hope to see this principle--the principle of cling- 
ing to village ethics--applied in practice and not just hear it as a mere slogan. 


You, Mr President, say that you are the head of the big Egyptian family and 
that vou are the trustee of every citizen's right and dignity. Isn't the right 
to defense and the right to respond one of the first of these rights? 


On this basis, I demand that the pages of the national papers--and your power over 
them is undeniable--be opened to the publication of this letter. I also hope that 
we will be given the opportunity to defend ourselves on radio and television and 
to respond to what is directed at us. This is the sound democratic system fol- 
lowed in all countries of the democratic world and the system we see every day, 
unless our democracy is of a special kind unique to us among all other democra- 
cies. You boasted, Your Excellency, in one of your speeches that democracy among 
us has exceeded the democracy of England. Is opposing opinion in England denied 
the media opportunities available to its rulers? 


[ beseech God to lead your steps on the right path, and please accept my deepest 
regards. 
Cairo, 23 May 1981 Fu'ad Siraj al-Din 
Secretary General of the Egyptian al-Wafd 
and Chairman of the New al-Wafd 
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AUTHORITIES' HANDLING OF AL-ZAWIYAH AL-HAMRA’ SECTARIAN CLASHES CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 113, 23 Jun 81 p 1 
[Article by Hamid Zaydan: "The Absurd in al-Zawiyah al-Hamra'"'] 


[Text] It was never thought in the stages of Egypt's modern or ancient history 
that what recently happened in al-Zawiyah al-Hamra’ could happen. 


In every stage of its history, Egypt has been the land of true security and 
safety. This has not been a political slogan but a reality experienced by 
all the nation's sects. 


A man's religion was never mentioned in a conversation or a dialog and national 
action was what motivated a man to lead the ranks. It was no coincidence and 
no premeditated fabrication that the ranks were led in the 1919 revolution by 
such patriotic figures as Hamad al-Basil, Mustafa al-Nahhas, Makram 'Ubayd, Wisa 
Wasif, Tawfiq Salib, ‘Abd al-Rahman Fahmi and archpriest Sergius. 


It was also no coincidence and no premeditated fabrication that the ranks were 
led by Muslim and Christian troops, officers and volunteers in Egypt's modern 
wars in defense of Egypt, its soil and its national security and against the 
colonialist invasion under the flag of Zionism. 


Nor was it a coincidence or a premeditated fabrication that Muslims and Chris- 
tians struggled in the Arab ranks and in the Arab defensive war against the 
colonialist invasion under the banners of the crusaders. Christianity is inno- 
cent of this invasion. Every citizen in Egypt has neighbors, friends and 
brothers with whom he lives, deals, works and exchanges courtesies without 
regard as to whether they are Muslims or Christians. 


Every citizen eats his neighbor's cookies during this neighbor's holiday, be 
it al-Fitr, al-Adha or Christmas. 


Anything else is alien to us, alien to our society and alien to our life, our 
thinking and cur concepts. 


Anything else is an excess and is one-upmanship engaged in at the expense of 
the teachings of our religion, whether we are Muslims or Christians. Our reli- 
gion teaches love and tolerance. 











Though what happened has already happened, it is our duty to discuss it and to 
subject it to a frank and bold dialog. The facts must be made available to all 
citizens so that no party can plot against Egypt's security by casting confu- 
sion ana doubt. It is not enough for the minister of interior to stand up and 
offer totals ot the dead on both sides as if he were delivering a military 
communique. 


This is a bankrupt approach. We are not two sides. There are those who have 
acted illegaliyv and they are subject to the law. The law must be applied to 
ali. ‘the fears of any subsidiary or secondary accusation should not control us 
and make us hesitate in applying the law to any individual or individuals who 
have erred. 


We cannot permit individual acts to be transformed into a sectarian issue. All 

individuals of every stripe must be subject to the law. Individual actions must 
not be attributed to various sides and no statement should be issued by the min- 
ister of interior on the victims of each side. 


The political void characterizing the Egyptian scene because of the unpolitical 
actions of large numbers of the ruling party leadership and because of the trans- 
formation of this party into groups seeking to enhance their personal revenues-- 
this political void has caused the masses to lose their trust in political action. 


The confusion created by the articles of some journalists who are competing to 
attain positions and seats of power comes at the expense of national and pan-Arab 
positions. All the people read and understand, whereas the competing journalists 
fail to understand. They deal with issues and positions superficially and they 
chew their words over and over, thus causing all meaning to be clouded and all 
issues and positions to be lost. Political phrases lose their content and mean- 
ing and the masses lose their trust in everything. Political vacuum prevails 

and national, pan-Arab, Israeli, capitalist and socialist issues and positions 
become equal. The vacuum thus spreads in the minds and the absurd occurs in 


”? 


7 ' 
al-?awivah al-Hamra’. 
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ISRAELI ATTACK ON IRAQI REACTOR EXPOSES DECEPTION OF CAMP DAVID TREATY 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 113, 23 Jun 81 p 3 
[Article by Ibrahim Shukri: ''Measures in Our Hands To Confront Major Treachery"] 


[Text] The Israeli attack on the Iraqi nuclear reactor has had an effect like 
that of the explosion of an atomic bomb whose destruction is not confined to the 
damage caused by the explosion itself but continues, expands and becomes obvious 
in the surrounding environment. The future consequence will not be, God willing, 
anything but a catastrophe to Israel, to Zionist ambitions and even to America, 
which supports Israel, unless America becomes alert to the dangers to which the 
policy of protecting Israel is dragging it. 


I say this even though it seems that the Arab rulers do not realize what this 
attack has wrought in the hearts of all Arab peoples and even though these 
rulers have dealt with this attack in the traditional manner of statements of 
denunciation and condemnation filled with great and caustic words that are no 
more than mere words that mean nothing because they have been used so frequently. 


In Egypt, the impact of the attack on the public conscience has been to expose 
the true nature of the peace that Israel claims to be helping to build. Presi- 
dent al-Sadat has been compelled to say that "the peace process has been shaken 
and the attack has rebuilt the psychological barrier and reopened old wounds." 


May his Excellency the president permit us to say that the time has come for him 
to acknowledge that Israel has not been serious in seeking a real or lasting 
peace and that Begin's initiation of this action shortly after the Sharm al- 
Shaykh meeting was intended, in addition to destroying the nuclear reactor, to 
harm Egypt's position not only among its Arab brothers but also before the 
entire world, including the third and major partner [the United States], con- 
sidering that the U.S. charge d'affaires himself asked Husni Mubarak whether 
Begin ».d informed President al-Sadat of the operation of its timing. 


Thus, everyone, including the Americans, has reached the point at which it has 
become conceivable that matters could reach this degree insofar as the relation- 
ship between Begin, our friend Begin, and al-Sadat is concerned. 


Begin arranged the events with utter malice and slyness and demanded this urgent 
meeting under the pretext of dealing with the critical situation in Lebanon 
after a 17-month interruption in such meetings. During this interruption, numer- 
ous events and positions had developed and each could have been cause for calling 
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the meeting. I will note in particular the lapse of the period set for the 
selt-rule negotiations and the total standstill in the negotiations through- 
out this period. But Begin asked for an urgent meeting when only 3 weeks re- 
mained fetfore the Israeli elections. This compelled President al-Sadat to 
arrange for a meeting with Shimon Peres, the Israeli opposition leader. Pres- 
ident al-Sadat wanted to deal with these dirty people fairly. 


We thought that President al-Sadat's position toward this act, which he has 
described as a horrible mistake, would take the form of measures that would 
convince the world of the seriousness of our wrath and would help others re- 
spond to what we demand and declare. At the meeting of African ministers of 
foreign atfairs, Egypt submitted a draft resolution containing several provi- 
sions calling for condemnation of Israel, its expansionist policy, its failure 
to respect UN resolutions, its settlement policy, its decision to annex Jerusa- 
lem and its failure to protect civilians in the occupied territories. The pro- 
visions also called for immediate Israeli withdrawal, for underlining the rights 
of the Arab states and of the Palestinian people to full sovereignty over their 
territories, for underlining the Palestinian people's right to establish a state, 
for condemning collusion between South Africa and Israel, especially in the nu- 
clear sphere, and for condemning the Israeli raid against the Iraqi nuclear 
reactor. The draft resolution also urged all countries to refrain from dealing 
with Israel in the nuclear sphere and called for condemnation of Israel's 
actions, which pose a threat to the sovereignty and unity of all of Lebanon's 
territories. We had thought that recalling the Egyptian ambassador [from 
Israel] and freezing the normalization processes, all of which are measures 
that we can take, would persuade the others that we were serious in our wrath 
over what official Egypt has called a horrible mistake and what the people have 
called a crime that must not go unpunished and for which Israel must pay. 


As a result of the Israeli aggression, the situation has become clearer and 
clearer regarding Israel's exclusive ability to commit aggression without fear 
of revenge or punishment as long as the Arabs are divided. The Saudi minister 
of infcrmation made a statement in which he said that the "biggest catastrophe 
afflicting the Arabs has been the neutralization of the Arab Republic of Egypt-- 
a neutralization that has given Israel boundless security. This is why it roams 
as it wishes. We have to exert every effort to return Egypt to the Arab ranks. 
We must also familiarize President al-Sadat with the dangers that threaten the 
Arab nation as a result of his continued adherence to the Camp David treaty." 
The minister also said: "There is hope of bringing President al-Sadat back to 
the Arab line because the Egyptian people have never betrayed their nation and 
because Egypt's departure from the Arab line is a serious responsibility for 
which history will hold us accountable. This is why Egypt must be brought back 
to the Arab line." 


This statement could constitute the starting point for a dialog on the new situ- 
ation in the wake of Israel's bragging, its repeated aggression and its attack 
on the peace process. This statement could also constitute a way toward opening 
channels for a continued dialog. But regrettably, there is an official--I do 
not know who he is but he has been described as an official Egyptian spokesman-- 
whe has made a comment that is out of touch with the real conditions that under- 
nine all Arabs and all Islamic peoples. This spokesman has reiterated words to 
the effect that "the Arab rulers are still deceiving themselves." 
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He is truly an "official'' spokesman because the youngest child in Egypt now 
knows that Israel is the one that has deceived Al-Sadat and that the time has 
come to put an end to the major deception that Israel wants peace or wants to 
solve the Palestinian issue. It is no coincidence to whomever wants to under~ 
stand that the man who created the gap [in the 1973 war], namely General Sharon, 
was the man behind the idea of striking the Iraqi nuclear reactor and that he 

is volunteering to become an agricultural adviser--an adviser to be cooperated 
with, President al-Sadat instructs. 


Hasn't President al-Sadat heard of the statement of Rafael Eytan, the Israeli 
chief of staff, to the effect that "as long as Israel remains in Sinai, the 
Egyptians will not sabotage the peace process" and that "if Judea and Samarra, 
meaning the West Bank and Gaza, are returned to the Arabs, Israel will not con- 
tinue to exist?" 


Israel is Israel and the only cure for it is to unite Arab ranks and Arab goals. 
This is the only reply to its attack on the Iraqi nuclear reactor. This will 
not be the last attack. Blood flows daily in southern Lebanon, the threat to 
strike the Syrian defensive missiles continues to exist and even the threat to 
strike any nuclear or nonnuclear target that is likely to undernine Israel's 
security exists. Begin has promised the voters that he is capable of destroy- 
ing such targets. 


Egypt must reexamine the situation, the Arabs must understand this serious stage 
and America must know that delaying the delivery of aircraft or denouncing 
Israel without sanctions will not persuade the Arabs or the Muslims that it is 
not colluding in the aggression that takes place with its weapons. 


To those who ask about the alternative, I say that under no circumstances do we 
condone this prevalent situation which, I say, is not peace but submission to 


expansionist and criminal Zionist ambitions. 


God is great and long live the people. 


8494 
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MINIS(T2Y OF INTERIOR'S HANDLING OF SECTARIAN INCIDENTS CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 113, 23 Jun 81 p 6 


[Article by Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad: "Responsibility of the Minister of Inter- 
ior for Sectarian Incidents"] 


iText] In response to a familiarization request by one of the ruling party 
deputies regarding the information Ahmad Firghanli, Asyut deputy and member of 
the Labor Party Parliamentary Committee, had received about the attempt to 
assault the National Grouping Party chairman during his visit [presumably to 
Asyut], Maj Gen Nabawi Isma'il, minister of interior, a month ago, on 23 May 
1981 to be exact, rose to demonstrate his power, exceeding the bounds of his 
position as minister of interior, dealing with issues that had nothing to do 
with the familiarization request and setting himself up as a teacher to the 
opposition, as a coach on democracy and as a guide on democratic action, thus 
forcing the People's Assembly speaker to warn him, in response to a protest by 
the opposition leader, to confine himself to the contents of the familiarization 
request. 


While tne minister of interior strayed from the subject to recount false details 
and to try to undermine the dignity of honorable patriots--something that prompted 
us to demand his resignation in the pages of this paper--while doing this, the 
minister did mention enough facts concerning the familiarization request itself 

to confirm the truthfulness of everything that Ahmad Firghali had said in good 
faith on his arrival at the conference site from his last trip. There he saw 
Khalid Muhyi al-Din and told him what he had heard [paragraph as published]. 

The eloquent minister then said: 


1, The Asyut leadership didn't want Khalid Muhyi al-Din to enter the governor- 
ate and he [the minister] begged it to permit Khalid to do so, saying: "There 
is noneed for us to harass him. Let us be civilized.'' This means that the 
Asyut executive leaders, who have the final say, wanted to prevent Khalid from 
entering and wanted to confront him with force and in an uncivilized manner. 


2. The mosque imams in al-Qusiyah, who are civil servants and who receive their 
instructions from the local authority, in their sermons attacked those coming to 
them [Khalid] and described them as communists and atheists. These descriptions 
indicate that it i: permissible to take away the lives of those so described 
because they are apostates from Islam. 
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3. A number of youths, estimated at 20 or 30, actually headed for the meeting 
site, calling for the downfall of communism and atheism. The security men were 
compelled to intervene and disperse them. This proves beyond doubt that what 
did take place and what had been arranged was destined to reach the ears of 
deputy Ahmad Firghali, had the police not intervened. 


If these are the statements of the minister of interior, according to the 
minutes of the People's Assembly session, then what is it that Ahmad Firghali 
had learned and had said that is in conflict with the minister's statements-- 
statements published in the daily press and probably broadcast in all parts of 
the world? They are statements similar to those which deputy Firghali told 
Khalid Muhyi al-Din in good faith on arriving at the conference site and after 
the party chairman had delivered his statement without paying attention to all 
of those present. 


The days passed and then came last Saturday, 20 June 1981, when the same minis- 
ter of interior, Nabawi Isma'il, stood at the People's assembly platform to 
deliver a statement on the sectarian incidents that had taken place in al- 
Zawiyah al-Hamra' inside the city of Cairo, trying to defend his position as an 
official in charge of public security and as a government official defending 
the government against accusations levelled against it and charging it with 
failure to deal with the events that led to the sectarian clashes, especially 
since the clashes were not the first of their kind and had been recurring with 
greater intensity time after time. As the opposition, we can in turn now give 
him a lesson in safeguarding public security and on the government's duty to 
wipe out sectarian sedition, but with reliable facts, with national experience 
and with a sincere goodwill, seeking to serve God and the homeland, without 
touching on the charges attributed to the detained citizens who are being in- 
vestigated by the prosecution. 


It is an acknowledged fact that the first duty of a security man is to prevent 
crime before it is committed, so long as there are facts leading to the conclu- 
sion that it is likely that a crime will be committed. 


The statement of the minister of interior has made it clear that there was a dis- 
pute over a plot purchased in the area by a Christian contractor in accordance 
with a sales contract signed by a Muslim citizen at a time when the Cairo Govern- 
orate disputed this citizen's ownership of the plot. 


On the day immediately preceding the incidents which took place last Wednesday, 
Cairo Governorate issued a decision declaring its right to this land and allo- 
cating part of it for the construction of a mosque. 


The Ministry of Interior should have taken precautions in anticipation of any 
incident or clash or of anybody exploiting the circumstances on that day to 
create sedition between the two elements of the nation. This should have been 
done at a time when we find the Ministry of Interior stationing Chevrolet cars 
on street corners as constant police points in which police officers and central 
security men armed to the teeth sit all day and night brandishing the bayonets 
on their weapons in the face of unarmed and peaceful citizens without justifi- 
cation or cause other than to terrorize the masses and try to strike fear in 

the hearts of peaceful citizens. 
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The minister of interior's awareness of this failure is what prompted him to 
depict the serious incident in the official communique that was issued 24 hours 
late--a delay for which Ibrahim Sa'dah censured the minister of interior in the 
latest edition of AKHBAR AL-YASM, which is not an opposition paper--in a manner 
that conflicts with reality. 


The minister wanted to attribute the sedition to a transient incident that could 
not have been predicted, considering that the communique says at the outset: 

"At 2000 the night before last, a fight broke out between two neighbors, one 
Muc!im and the other a Christian, in al-Sharabiyah precinct of al-Zawiyah al- 
Hmara' area. The scope of the fight then expanded...etc."' This first and last 
communique contains no reference whatsoever to the dispute over the land that 
the Muslims used to hold their prayers. 


When the real cause of the sedition spread among the people and when the incident 
was mentioned in some pamphlets distributed after it had taken place, Minister of 
Interior Nabawi Isma'il was forced to acknowledge the incident, without dropp‘ag 
the story of a fight between the two neighbors. The minister did so in his 
statement to the People's Assembly on the morning of 20 June 1981. The shaki- 
ness of the minister's review of the incident became apparent when the minister 
dwelt for a long time on the fight between the two neighbors, as if to depict 
this fight as the main and sole reason for the incident. But the minister then 
added: ''There is another point, namely, that there exists in a neighboring 

area a dispute over a plot of land owned by the governorate. This land had been 
set aside for the construction of a mosque and a fodder plant. A Christian 
brother purchased this plot of land from a Muslim citizen and acquired a con- 
tract to attest to the purchase. This matter aroused the people but the local 
council settled the matter and the issue came to an end. But within the frame- 
work of the campaign of provocation and fighting, the masses proceeded to the 
home of this Christian who panicked and opened fire with 'his licensed gun,' 
wounding a number of Muslims. This helnved to intensify the situation." 


We con t understand how a sectarian clash can result from a licensed weapon left 
in the hands of one side to a dispute. 


Thus, it is obvious that the minister was forced to acknowledge the real dispute 
that led to the sectarian sedition that took place. This is something the min- 
ister tried to conceal from the beginning because it makes him responsible for 
the failure to take the necessary precautions for what was likely to happen in 
the Light of previous incidents. The minister thus made the real and original 
cause a subsidiary cause, which helped intensify the situation. 


This is not the first time Minister Nabawi Isma'il has resorted to hiding the 
true causes of incidents. He had previously depicted the causes of the demon- 
strations in Asyut against the late shah, in which a citizen was killed by gun- 
fire, as emanating from a sectarian dispute, whereas the demonstrations were 
actually prompted by protests over the hosting of the shah. The minister had 
also previously attributed the November 1980 incidents at Asyut University to 
the students’ attack against workers building a wall around the university town 
whereas the real cause was the fact that every wing of the university town was 
being surrounded by a wall to isolate it from the other wings. This is an 











abnormal and provocative action that was adopted after studies had begun and 
in the presence of the students secretary. I already have criticized this 
action, in an article published by AL-SHA'B on 9 December 1980. 


Failure To Reassure the Masses With Subsequent Communiques 


The minister was content with the sole communique he issued a full day after 

the incidents took place. He did not issue any subsequent communiques refer- 
ring to the consequences of what had happened on the first day or reassuring 

the citizens, ascertaining that the situation had settled down or denying the 

rumors that had spread and had incited both Muslims and Christians. 


Moreover, neither the radio nor the television were used to broadcast statements 
by the religious leader urging calm and tranquillity on the basis of religious 
dictates of reassuring the people as to the true course of affairs. It is as 

if these two utilities were founded only to broadcast serials, songs and variety 
shows and not to perform a role when the country is exposed to a sedition that 
is about to spread from quarter to quarter and from city to city. As a result 
of this media blackout, rumors spread, exaggerating the number of those killed 
and wounded and magnifying the losses resulting from the destruction of shops, 
the storming of homes and the violation of places of worship and depicting the 
incidents in a brutal and barbaric manner, which aroused the people's feelings. 


Police Position Vis-a Vis Incidents 


It seems that the instructions issued from his excellency the minister to the 
police called for no intervention to stop the firing done by some armed citi- 
zens from rooftops, to prevent the destruction of shops or to prevent the storm- 
ing of houses. Even the armed Muslims and Christians who were at the scene 
Suspect that the police action was negative. This position has led to accusa- 
tions asainst the government from both sides. 


The issuance of such instructions has been confirmed by what the minister said 
at the People's Assembly, namely, that "there was self-restraint in the first 
hours. A central security officer was hit by a bullet in the spinal column and 
the police could have opened fire and put a stop to the thing in the first 
moments'-—the minister is still speaking. "But to prevent a high number of 
casualties, we tried to put an end to the rioting with words and persuasion." 


This statement is to be severely censured because a riot in which bullets are 
fired, homes are violated and shops are destroyed cannot be dispersed with words 
and persuasion. Opening fire was not the only alternative available to the 
police. Water hoses could have been directed at the crowds and the crowds 

could have been dispersed with clubs and with bullets fired into the air for 
intimidation. 


The.minister claims that the police gained control over the situation as of 
announcement of the "sole" communique; but then how is it that the number of 
casualties rose from 3l, according to the communique, to 54, according to the 
statement made by the minister vefore the People's Assembly? We can understand 
that the number of fatalities may increase as a result of the death of some 
wounded. But for the number of casualties to increase is proof that other in- 
cidents occurred after issuance of the sole communique. 
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This contradiction and obscurity in the official statements and communiques is 
liable to cause the masses to lose confidence in information published by the 
government and to open the way for the spread of and belief in rumors. 


Failure of the Government and Ruling Party To Deal With Causes of Sectarian 
Disputes 


Moreover, a most significant criticism levelled against the government and the 
ruling party is their failure to deal with the causes of the sectarian disputes 
that exist in the various cities and places where the likelihood of sectarian 


clashes is present through popular committees, through guidance from religious 
Dreachers and through legal settlement of the causes of dispute, before the 
causes intensify. 


We would like to ask: Where are the leaders of the Democratic National Party 

who failed to appear in the street to control the situation during the al-Zawiyah 
al-Hmara’ incidents? Where is the strong and giant party that is said to enjoy 
the confidence of 99.9 percent of the people who act according to the instructions 
of the party's leadership? 


Both Muslim and Christian plaintiffs from among the victims of al-Zawiyah al- 
Hamra’ and its vicinity and from among those who are concerned with the future 

of this homeland and over what is being hatched secretly against this homeland 
have resorted to us. But we have not hastened to position ourselves at the site 
of incidents so that our presence could not be exploited by those who are lurk- 
ing for the opposition, who fabricate lies to undermine it and who unfairly accuse 
the opposition of trying to incite further attacks. 


But we will not abandon our duty to expose those who are negligent in safeguard- 
ing the citizens' security and the country's safety from what is planned against 
them--those who arm the central security elements to the teeth and deploy them 

in ve us parts of the capital unnecessarily and then standby unable to provide 
security and safety to the citizens performing their prayers, retreating to their 
iomes or safeguarding their property. 


CSO: 4504/100 
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EGYPT URGED TO RETURN TO ARAB RANKS IN WAKE OF ATTACK ON IRAQI REACTOR 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 113, 23 Jun 81 p 7 
[Article by Dr Mahmud al-Qadi: "Catastrophe and Camp David Policy"] 


[Text] The entire Arab nation and the Egyptian people have been shocked by 
reports of the destruction of the nuclear reactor in Iraq. I don't believe 
that Irsael intended in any way to avert a danger threatening it from this 
reactor, which was built for peaceful purposes. Israel's clear and frank 

goal is to make the Arabs know that Israel's hand will reach everywhere and 

in every place and that it will not allow the Arabs to raise their heads in 
its face. In my assessment, this aggression is more serious and has deeper 
effects than the 1967 aggression, which was tantamount to a border war between 
Israel and several Arab states fronting it. Even though Israel won that war, 
it was followed by the war of attrition and by the 1973 war. But destruction 
of the nuclear reactor is tantamount to introducing a new development into the 
Israeli aggression and to intimidating the Areb nation from one end to the 
other. 


This impudent and flagrant aggression assures us all that our real and funda- 
mental enemy is Israel and that our battle and the battle of the entire nation 
is against Israel. Moreover, the overwhelming wrath that has swept the Egyptian 
people assures Israel's friends that Egypt's Arab affiliation is an undeniable 
and an essential reality that must continue to exist. The Egyptian people felt 
that their security was in danger when the Iraqi nuclear reactor was hit be- 
cause any strength gained or progress made by any Arab country is strength and 
progress for other Arab countries, led by Egypt. 


Here, we must wonder: Would Israel have dared to embark on such an act and 
with such defiance and disregard if Egypt had not departed from the battle in 
the so-called Camp David accords and the peace procession? And could division 
in the Arab world have reached its present situation had Egypt remained stead- 
fast in its natural position as leader of the Arab world? 


Calls have risen for an Arab summit. But how and on what basis? Could the 
Camp David foes sit with the Camp David supporters, with those who are devoted 
in their love for Camp David? Could those who believe that the procession is 
not a peace procession and that the Camp David path is an evil and misguided 
path sit with the men champion this procession on whose path the Iraqi nuclear 
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reactor has been destroyed and during which Jerusalem has been declared the 
eternal and united capital of Israel? The champion of this procession says 
that it is as strong as steel and that it will overcome all obstacles. What 
obstacles? Should we persist even when we are deceived, as has happened to us 
in Sharm a!-Shaykh? 


this ill-fated procession is supported only by the bloodthirsty Begin and by 
the United States, whichisplotting against the Arabs, including President al- 
Sedat. 


Under the canopy of this procession, we have departed from the Arab world, which 
is Egypt's future, security and guarantee, and we have been expelled from the 
islenic world. 


Under the canopy of this procession, President al-Sadat--the president of Egypt-- 
was invited to an occupied Egyptian territory to meet Begin. He accepted the 
invitation and went, heaping friendly praise on an international murderer. 

Israel then committed its cardinal crime of destroying the Iraqi reactor, and 
people, including the U.S. Embassy, said that Begin must have notified al-Sadat 
of his intention to commit this aggression. We, for shame, have been trying to 
vindicate ourselves of this horrible accusation in every statement and every 
article. 


Despite all this, President al-Sadat tells Begin: "Egypt will undertake to 
entrench the concept of peace in Israel." Excuse us, Mr President, but this is 
not our job. If you insist, then learn that there is only one way to persuade 
Israel, namely force--the force, the determination and the struggle that Egypt 
has always led and that it must continue to lead. 


I will now turn to the Arab brothers. Let us not say what the enemies say, 
namely: "What have the Arabs done?" Yes, they are in a difficult position, 
but we are in a more difficult position and Israel will not leave us alone. 
Israel is moving to confront the other Arab states in the absence of the big- 
gest Arab state. Then Egypt's turn will come, and it may come even earlier. 
Israel is not a peaceful state that we can establish peace with. It is an 
aggressive state and its goals are endless expansion. 


I also cali for an Arab summit, which must be held immediately to confront Israel 
effectively with all the men, weapons, oil and money we possess. 


But for Egypt to attend and lead thi-c conference, it must depart from Camp 
David. It must depart with the will of its great people. Egypt's role is in 
the forefront of the Arab states. This is how it should be. Hundreds of days 
may not be enough to erase the destructive consequences, both to Egypt's future 
and to the future of the rest of the Arab nation, of every day spent in this 
alleged procession. 
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OPPOSITION CONFERENCE ASSESSES ISRAELI, U.S. PLOTS TO HUMILIATE ARABS, EGYPT 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 113, 23 Jun 81 pp 8-9, 15 


[Article: "Labor Party Organizes Popular Conference for National Opposition; 
Ibrahim Shukri: Let United States Know That Its Support for Israel Will Cost 
It Dearly; Alli That Ruling Party Does Is Issue Condemnation Statements; Fathi 
Radwan: Has Our Abasement Reached Point Where We Curry Favors From Those Who 
Harm Us; Khalid Muhyi al-Din: To Confront Israel, Arabs Have No Alternative 
To Manufacturing Atomic Weapon; Mumtaz Nassar: Egypt Exposed to Israeli Ag- 
gression, as Has Happened in Iraq; Ahmad Firghali: He Who Gives His Life in 
Defense of His People Fears Only God; ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Shurbaji: We Must Boy- 
cott Israel and Whoever Deals With It; Muhammad '‘Atiyah Khamis: Israel Is 
Serious in Striking Every Arab Islamic Land; Kamil Zuhayri: If We Do Not 
Maintain Our Scientific and Military Capabilities, We Will Be Exposed to War 
of Annihilation" ] 


[Text] Leaders of the opposition parties have asked the Egyptian Government to 
suspend all relations with Israel and to call for an Arab summit to confront 
Israel's belligerency in the area. They have also urged Iraq and Iran to put 
an immediate end to the war between them and have urged the Arab states to 
exert pressure on the United States to end its support of Israel. They have 
also urged the Islamic states and the nonaligned states to take a serious 
position against the Israeli terror. 


At a crowded popular conference held last Tuesday evening at the headquarters 
of the Socialist Labor Party, leaders of the Egyptian opposition parties and 
national forces also urged the Egyptian citizens to boycott Israeli goods and 
to confront the Israeli propaganda campaigns aimed at sabotaging the Egyptian 
intellect. 


Participating in the conference were: Engineer Ibrahim Shukri, chairman of the 
Socialist Labor Party; Fathi Radwan; Khalid Muhyi al-Din; Counselor Mumtaz Nas- 
sar; Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad; the members of the Higher Committee of the Social- 
ist Labor Party; the members of the General Secretariat of the National Progres- 
sive Unionist Grouping; a number of members of the Coalition; Muhammad ‘Atiyah 
Khamis; Muhammad ‘Abd al-Shafi, representative of the Liberal Party; Maj Gen 
Sa'd Ghannam; Dr Mahmud al-Qadi; Dr Fu'ad Mursi; ‘Abd al-'Aziz al-Shurbaji' 
Kamil al-Zuhayri; Muhammad ‘Abd al-Salam al-Zayyat; unionist Ahmad Taha; 

Dr 'Ismat Sayf al-Dawlah and ‘Abd al-‘Azim Manaf. 
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The conference was attended by thousands of citizens, by representatives of the 
Egyptian press and by correspondents of Arab and foreign newspapers and inter- 
national television stations. 


Starting Point 


Engineer Ibrahim Shukri, chairman of the Socialist Labor Party, addressed the 
conference, saying: The party called for this conference in the wake of the 
Israeli attack against Iraq. With this attack, Israel has shed all masks and 
has demonstrated the true dimensions of its aggressive expansionist policy. 


The world and international organizations have condemned this aggression. We 
have not called for this conference to add condemnation to the numerous state- 
ments of condemnation already issued. We have called this conference so that 

it may constitute a new starting point for national action at the Egyptian level 
and the Islamic level. 


This call is issued by Egypt's people, and all calls for victory throughout 
Islamic and Arab history have emanated from Egypt. The October 1973 war is not 
distant. The October victory marched forward from Egypt after Egypt had rallied 
all the Arabs around it. 


The United States and Zionism then realized that if this Arab strength is united, 
the history and destiny of the area would be changed. So the two of them have 
exerted efforts to shatter this unity by creating a rift in the firm Arab edi- 
fice. 


Sharon, the Israeli minister of agriculture, has been one of the leaders of 
this policy. He is the one who created the rift during the war and is the one 
who is creating the rift in peace. 


Sharon, whom we receive daily as a dear guest, is the man who threatened to 
resign from the Israel cabinet if Menachem Begin's government failed to carry 


yut the raid against the Iraqi reactor. 
O What Zionist Treachery! 


O what Zionist treachery! The raid was scheduled to take place in the wake of 
President al-Sadat's meeting with Menachem Begin in Sharm al-Shaykh. We knew 
before this meeting that Israel was hatching something. Israel could not remain 
idle from now till next April, the date for the Israeli evacuation from the 
Sinai. It wants to get all it desires in the time remaining. ‘The United States 
also wants to get all it desires in the time remaining. 


brahim Shukri added: President al-Sadat is careful not to anger Israel until 
it evacuates the Sinai. This means that from now till April, we have to accept 
and remain silent on everything! 


Popular Egypt Is Not Official Egypt 


[brahim Shukri added: If official Egypt doesn't want to reject these policies, 
then popular Egypt cannot remain silent, else we will condemn ourselves to 
remain forever submissive to Israel and its masters. 
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But all the ruling party wants to do is to issue statements of condemnation and 
then let Israel invade us economically. Thus, we hear about economic and agricul- 
tural projects that Israel wants to set up in southern al-Tahrir Province, in 
western al-Nubariyah and in other places. 


Israelis Danced in Streets 


The Socialist Labor Party chairman added: All of Israel's policy and criminal 
acts point out clearly to anybody with reason that Israel doesn't want peace. 
Those who danced in Tel Aviv's streets the moment the report on the bombing of 
the Iraqi reactor was broadcast cannot want peace or be eager for it. 


What Peace Is This? 


What peace is this about which you talk when the entire area is threatened with 
the danger of an all-out war. Here is Israel threatening to attack the Syrian 
missile bases and here it is striking Baghdad, which is far from it, to tell 
every Arab citizen: Live in humiliation because we have the upper hand over 
you. 


In our youth, we refused to surrender to Great Britain, the greatest empire in 
history, which had defeated the strongest armies. You young men must not sur- 
render to a usurping meagerly state that lives on U.S. aid and possesses none 
of the components of a state. 


All that the peace treaties were built on has been pulled up by its roots. So 
why do we cling to these treaties and why do we make them a stumbling block 
between us and our Arab brothers when we are like the heart to the body of the 
Arab nation? When the heart stops, the body dies. Egypt, in any case, will not 
be stronger without the Arabs and the Muslims. 


But the ruling party doesn't want to reflect Egypt's wrath and doesn't want to 
reconsider its policy toward Israel. This is why we have called for this meet- 
ing, so that it can make known the Egyptian people's wrath, so that Israel--and 
the United States behind it--can see the true feelings of the Egyptian people 
and so that the United States can know that its ceaseless support for Israel 
will cost it dearly. 


Were it not for the U.S. aid for Israel, Israel would not have dared do what it 
has done. Israel does not dare embark on anything without the prior knowledge 
or at least the concurrent knowledge of the United States. 


Ibrahim Shukri expressed his regret over the Egyptian Government's sale of 
Egyptian oil to Israel. He said: We cannot accept that this is the oil that 
Israel uses in its raids against our brothers in Lebanon, Syria and, finally, 
in Iraq! 


Sweeping Wrath 
Ibrahim Shukri continued: The resolutions of this conference of ours will be 


a lantern for the path we will follow. Each of us must express his wrath, even 
if only with a short letter to the Israeli ambassador or by raising a sign 
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everywhere the ambassador goes to tell him: Go back to Israel. Each of us must 
announce these resolutions everywhere: In mosques, in churches, in factories 
and in government offices. Let us all stand up to ‘rhoever wants to humiliate 
Egypt and the Arabs. 


Then Fathi Radwan said: It has become evident to every rational man that the 
United States is the enemy of the Arab and Islamic world and of the Third World. 


The United States fell in the eyes of the entire world when Israel's bombs 
dsoppei on the Iragi nuclear reactor. Even though the United States has fallen 
repeatedly, the Arab world has, for transient considerations, shut its eyes and 
closed its ears to all the evidence that the United States itself has been offer- 
ing daily on its aggression against the dignity of the Arab nation generally and 
of Egypt in particular. 


When the United States arranged for Camp David, it knew that a fully liberated 
Sinai would not be turned over to Egypt's sovereignty and that the Palestinian 
people's self-rule would not be realized. 


When the United States arranged for Camp David, it wanted to tell us: O Arabs, 
you have been destined to humiliation in your land. There is only one master 
in this area, namely, the United States, for whom Israel deputizes. 


Has our abasement reached the point where we are kicked and our dignity insulted 
daily and all we do is move closer to and flatter those who harm us?! 


Why Weakness and Fear? 


Fathi Radwan added: It is up to us. We are the ones who will issue the orders 
if we believe inthe enormous capability our nation enjoys. We are the heart of 
the world and we live on the land that gave birth to Moses, Jesus and Muhammad, 
the jJand of oil and the land of those who made and preserved civilization. So 

why this weakness and this fear? 


In no issue is there an enemy as obvious as the enemy of our nation, namely, 
the United States. If we don't exert pressure on it with all our forces, then 
we do not deserve to live, due to all the abasement that has been heaped on us. 


It Is Required of Arab Rulers 


The Arab rulers must understand that their monies, which flow to the U.S. banks 
only to be transferred into the hands of the Zionists and then to be turned 

into weapons in their hands and into bread and butter with which they fill their 
stomachs--the Arab rulers must understand that these monies must be withdrawn, 
and without delay. 


The Arab rulers must also understand that they must meet immediately, declare 
their renunciation of Camp David to God and stand in one rank so that they can 
realize for this faithful nation that which will restore to it its freedom and 
its digni ty ° 


A voice must resound in the conscience of every Egyptian to say that Camp David 
has ended forever. 
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[ran and Iraq must understand that they must stop their fighting immediately, 
else whoever doesn't want to stop the fighting will become an enemy of the 
Arabs and of the Muslims. 


Let this accursed war stop and let us turn with all our strength to fight our 
enemy so that our grief may turn to joy, the joy of the strong, and let the 
banners of freedom fly over our Arab and Islamic nation. How true was Abu-Bakr 
al-Siddiq, may God be pleased with him, when he said: "Be eager for death and 
life shall be given to you." 


False Propaganda 

Khalid Muhyi al-Din, secretary general of the Progressive National Grouping, 

then said: We have been talking about Camp David for 3 years. In one moment, 
the mask fell and all the false propaganda that has continued since President 
al-Sadat's initiative and visit to Jerusalem has been exposed. 

All the masks have fallen before the people and three results have been realized: 
First, it has become obvious that the Egyptian people, among whom some have 
wanted to entrench the hatred of Arabs and to install friendship for Israel, 


have deep faith in their origins and their Arabism. 


Fall of Myth 





Second, the fall of the myth of peace that has been long propagated and in which 
it is said that peace is as strong as steel. How can we speak of peace when 
Iraq, which is not a frontline state, is hit by aircraft so that every Arab citi- 
zen feels that he is not far from Israel's arm and that Israel can strike him 
whenever it wishes, in any manner it wishes and under any pretext?! 


If we Arabs accept this principle then we will always live under Israeli 
domination. 


Even though I have been struggling against nuclear weapons for many years, I 
declare here that to confront Israel, we have no alternative but to have all the 
Arab countries manufacture atomic weapons so that they do not succumb to Israel's 
blackmail. 


Third, we have been saying for 4 years that the danger threatening us does not 
come from Israel but from other distant places. 


In a single moment, the Egyptian citizen became convinced that the real danger 
to the Arab nation is Israel, with the United States behind it. 


Citizen's Dignity 
Counselor Mumtaz Nassar, a People's Assembly member, then said: 
Our constitution, which we have taken the oath to uphold, stipulates that Egypt 


is part of the Arab nation. This is why, when President al-Sadat embarked upon 
his initiative, I stood in the People's Assembly Foreign Relations Committee and 
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Permanent Committee to say that this initiative would lead to destructive con- 
sequences, including the shattering of Arab solidarity and intransigence by 
Israel, which becomes arrogant when the Arab ranks become divided. 


What we had expected has happened. Our present inclination is toward Arab 
solidarity and the Egyptian people shoulder a fundamental commitment for 
Egypt's return to its Arab nation. Let us all stand in one line as we did 
during the October 1973 war to create an Arab power that will restore the 
rights of all the Arabs and defend their entity. Like Iraq, we are all tar- 
geted and the danger of aggression against us is ever present. He who attacks 
Ivaqg today will attack Syria tomorrow and then will attack us. 


Counselor Mumtaz Nassar added: In confronting these dangers, it is not at all 
enough to condemn this aggression. We must take measures that demonstrate that 
the Arab nation is capable of defending its dignity. Therefore, the least we 
can do is to expel the representative of the racist Israeli Government from 
Cairo and to withdraw the Egyptian ambassador from Israel. 


Egypt shoulders a major commitment in restoring Arab solidarity. An initiative 
by President al-Sadat to visit the Arab states is a thousand times better than 
the initiative to visit Jerusalem. I appeal here to all the Arab states to 
withdraw their monies from the banks of countries that support and back up 
Israel. 


Has Our Will Gone Dead 


"Abd al-'Aziz al-Shurbaji, a former president of the Lawyers Union, said: We 
are the ones who are not fighting and who are not defending our dignity, our 
freedom and our countries. The issue is not one of agreements. It is our will 
that has gone dead and is no longer capable of displaying any kind of resistance. 


Begin has done nothing other than defend Israel and his hateful racism. But we 
went to Sharm al-Shaykh without even a simple protest over the holding of a meet- 
ing in our occupied land. Our papers, which are published in Cairo, say that the 
October war is the last war. 


So it is we who are in the wrong, and he who remains silent over evil is a mute 
devil. We must first resist Israel everywhere, in the mosques and in the 
churches, and we must t ycott whatever is Israeli and boycott whoever deals 
with Israel. 


Koranic Facts 


Lawyer Muhammad ‘Atiyah Khamis chairman of the Our Master Muhammad Youth Organi- 
zation, then said, God, may He be praised, has instructed us to refer to His 
venerable book and to the sunna of His prophet if we dispute anything. 


There are three facts in God's book. The first is the venerable Koran phrase 
that says: "You shall find that those who are most hostile to the faithful are 
tne Jews.'' In view of God's words, we cannot change the enemies that they may 
become our friends. 
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(the second fact lies in the venerable phrase: "Do not install My enemy and 
yours (as ruler under God)."' Whoever deviates from this instruction shall 
end with God's wrath upon his head. 


The third fact is that God has ordered us in His venerable book to "Struggle 
for God with your money and your lives. This is better for you, if you know." 


The issue between us and Israel is a first-class religious issue. When Jeru- 
salem fell to the hands of the Israeli aggression, Dayan said: The path is now 
open to us to Yathrub. This means that the path is open to Medina and Mecca. 


What happened in Iraq provides a clear signal that they are serious in striking 
every Arab Islamic land. The flight of their aircraft in Saudi Arabia's skies 
is not a passing matter and the day may come when they will hit the bright 
Medina with their bombs. He who has hit Jerusalem with his guns can hit 

Medina and Mecca with his aircraft and he who relinquishes Baghdad will tomorrow 
relinquish Cairo and Khartoum. 


One Path 


There is one path that we must follow and we cannot follow any other. This is 

the path of right. If we truly want to take vengeance on Israel and to restore 
our impregnability, then we have only the path of jihad before us because this 

cannot be realized with submission and subservience. 


We must all unite and plan for the jihad because this is the only way to defeat 
Israel. 


To say that they are our brothers is a deviation from God's book. There are no 
brothers other than our brothers in the Arab and Islamic nation. 


They Refused To Listen to Anybody 


Kamil Zuhayri, former chairman of the Journalists Union, then said: "The Israeli 
aggression against the Iraqi nuclear reactor is no more than a link in the chain 
of successive aggression against us since 1948. 


"T warned the national forces in the not so distant past of the consequences of 
Camp David and of this conditional peace. I told them that they had put around 
their necks iron shackles plated with gold. But they refused to listen to any- 
body. 


"Our struggle against Israel is constant and ceaseless. Israel is the first to 
know this truth. Israel's struggle against Arab scientific superiority leads 
all the struggles it is waging against the Arab nation. We either safeguard 
our scientists, intellectuals, writers, troops and armies or we will be exposed 
to a war of annihilation. 


"This is the real and serious significance of the Israeli attack against the 
Iraqi reactor. This attack is part of the attempt to destroy Arab scientific 
progress so that Israel can remain in the lead and so that it can become a 
greater Israel from the Nile to the Euphrates. 
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"We have to demand a statement of account from those who signed the Camp David 
accords. We must defend Egypt and its Arabism and protect its Nile and every 
grain of sanc in its land." 


Egyptian People Will Not Remain Silent 


Lawyer Mahmud al-Mulayji, member of the Socialist Labor Party Higher Committee, 
iad opened the conference with an address in which he said that the Labor Party 
was honored to invite the leaders of the Egyptian political opposition in this 
serious phase during which the dignity of the entire Arab nation is violated be- 
cause the body of the Arab nation has fallen apart with the departure of Egypt 
from this nation in the wake of the Camp David accords. 


Ahmad Firghali, member of the Socialist Labor Party Parliamentary Committee, 
then introduced the speakers, saying: There is no doubt that this night will 

be recorded by history. This blessed night in which the solidarity of the oppo- 
sition forces is declared is a night blessed by God and by the deep-rooted 
people. 


We have given our life in defense of the Arab nation and of our Egyptian people 
and he who gives his life in defense of his people's dignity fears only God. 


We have resolved to cling to our principles despite the harm that has afflicted 
us. How true are God's words in His venerable book: "As for those [words 
dropped] will go to waste and as for what is beneficial, it will remain in the 
earth!" 


8494 
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POPULAR CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS CALL FOR BOYCOTTING ISRAEL, PRESSURE ON U.S. 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 113, 23 Jun 81 p 9 


[Article: "Unified Position by Leaders of Egyptian National Forces To Confront 
Israeli Attacks Against Arab States; What Is Required of Egyptian Government Is 
To Suspend All Relations With Israel, of Egyptian People Is To Boycott Israeli 
Goods and Projects, Iraq and Iran Is To Stop War Between Them Immediately, of 
Arab States Is To Exert Pressure on United States To End Its Support for Israel, 
of Islamic World Is To Take Serious Position Toward Israeli Terror''] 


[Text] At the conclusion of the [national opposition's popular] conference, 
Muhammad Hilmi Murad, deputy chairman of the Socialist Labor Party, read the 
political statement that the representatives of the national and political par- 
ties and forces participating in the conference agreed on. Following is the 
text of the statement: 


The popular conference representing the national forces in the Arab Republic of 
Egypt, held on Tuesday, 16 June 1981, at the headquarters of the Socialist Labor 
Party in the city of Cairo, declares that Israel's destruction of the Iraqi nu- 
clear reactor on 7 June 1981 was not the first aggression committed against the 
Arab and Islamic nation since the conclusion of the Camp David accords, con- 
sidering that this aggression had been preceded by several forms of Israeli 
aggression. Israel had previously promulgated a law annexing East Jerusalem 
and designating Jerusalem as the united capital of Israel. Israel then inten- 
sified its attacks against the Arab Palestinians living in the occupied terri- 
tories by using explosive charges with the aim of assassinating West Bank lead- 
ers. Israel also began to open a canal connecting the Dead Sea with the Medi- 
terranean Sea and passing through the Gaza Strip. Israel also escalatedits 
air raids against the Palestinian camps and a number of towns in Lebanon and 
assassinated Egyptian scientist Dr Yahya al-Mashadd during his visit to the 
French capital for reasons connected with the Iraqi nuclear reactor. Israel 
even exploited the Iraq-Iran war to strike this reactor on 27 September 1980, 
before destroying it recently. Israel has also imposed its custodianship over 
some sects in Lebanon to give itself a pretext for interfering in Lebanon's 
affairs, to provoke Syria and to demand that Syria remove the surface-to-air 
missiles that it has set up on its borders and in Lebanese territory to defend 
itself against Israeli air raids. Israel has demanded this to clear the way 
for its aggression and the imposition of its domination without any deterrence. 
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Moreover, Israel--which boasts arrogantly of its destruction of the nuclear re- 
actor that was built in the suburbs of the Iraqi capital for peaceful nuclear 
research under the pretext of fears that it would be used to produce an atomic 
bomb--has a nuclear reactor in Demona, possesses at present nearly 27 atomic 
bombs, according to reports from U.S. agencies, conducts nuclear tests in co- 
operation with the racist government of South Africa and refuses to sign the 
international nuclear weapons nonproliferation treaty, whereas the Iraqi reac- 
tor is set up in cooperation with France and is under the supervision and in- 
spection of the International Atomic Energy Agency and whereas Iraq signed the 
nucleai weapons nonproliferation treaty in 1969. 


Israel's flouting of the Arab and Islamic nation and its disregard for the in- 
ternational community has reached the point where Israeli Prime Minister Menachim 
Begin stated with utter impudence that if it is proven that there is a nuclear 
reactor in any other Arab state, then Israel will destroy it. If Israel is 
allowed to roam freely, it is not unlikely that it will try openly to destroy 

the Pakistani nuclear reactor under the same pretext and without any regard for 
the values and principles stipulated in international law and in the UN Charter. 


What has encouraged Israel to take these treacherous, terrorist and lawless 
positions is nothing but the division of the Arab ranks and the rift that has 
developed between Egypt and the other Arab countries in the wake of the conclu- 
sion of the Camp David accords and of Israel's continued control of a part of 

the Sinai so that it can settle its accounts with each Arab state separately and 
in freedom from Egypt and so that it can become the dominant power with the upper 
hand throughout the area. 


Moreover, the United States is responsible, by virtue of its being the protector 
of Israel and a full partner in the Camp David accords, for all that has been 
done and is being done by Israel against the right of the Arab and Islamic peo- 
ples. There is no better proof of this than the fact that Israel used U.S. air- 
craft and the latest types of U.S. weapons in its destruction of the Iraqi nu- 
clear reactor and in its aggression. Israel uses these aircraft and military 
equipment with total disregard for the stipulated condition that they be used 
for defensive purposes only. No serious sanction has been imposed against Israel 
to deter it from committing repeated aggression and invasion. Here we see the 
United States being content, despite the enormity of the aggression against the 
Iraqi reactor, with temporarily delaying the delivery of four military aircraft 
already due for delivery to Israel and being content with declaring, with total 
disregard for the feelings and interests of the Arab and Islamic peoples, its 
intention to use its veto right at the Security Council if the council proposes 
sanctions against Israel for the aggression it has committed and which poses a 
threat to world peace if it becomes an action sanctioned at the international 
level. 


What is more, the United States is condemned in the eyes of the Islamic and Arab 
peoples for having prior knowledge of the aggression that Israel had been plan- 
ning against the Iraqi reactor, considering that there is a U.S. early warning 
station in the Sinai to observe the Israeli moves and there are three AWACs 
operated by the United States on the Saudi borders. The U.S.-made Israeli air- 
craft passed close to these AWACs and it is impossible that the operation was 
carried out without being observed and watched by the equipment in these planes. 
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Conference Resolutions 


The popular conference of the Egyptian national forces, held on Tuesday, 
16 June 1981, at the headquarters of the Socialist Labor Party in the city of 
Cairo, declares the following resolutions: 


First, the conference appeals to both Iraq and [ran to put an immediate end to 
their military operations in obedience to the dictates of the venerable Koran 
and in response to the interest of the Arab and Islamic nation. 


Second, now that it has been proven that the Camp David accords have not accom- 
plished the just, comprehensive and lasting peace that their supporters have 
claimed they are capable of realizing in the area and that these accords have 
encouraged Israel to intensify its aggression and to impose its control over 

the area with the aim of humilating the Arab people--now that this has happened, 
it is no longer acceptable that the ambassador of the terrorist state that is 
hostile to the Arabs remain in Cairo and that the Egyptian ambassador be left 
in Israel. 


Moreover, the government of Arab Egypt must put an immediate stop to the normal- 
ization and to all the relations emanating from this normalization, be they com- 
mercial, agricultural or cultural. This government must especially stop the 
delivery of Egyptian oil shipments to Israel and must abolish the joint agricul- 
tural and commercial projects with Israel. 


Third, as an inevitable consequence of the aforementioned, the conference 
stresses that the Egyptian Government must call for the convocation of an Arab 
summit to deal with the situatio arising from Israel's belligerent conduct in 
the area and to draw up a plan to restore the legitimate rights of the Pales- 
tinian people, especially their right to set up their independent Arab state 
on their own land. 


Fourth, the conference urges the Arab states to exert pressure on the United 
States of America to make it stop arming Israel, providing it with economic aid 
and backing it politically and diplomatically, until Israel abandons its arro- 
gance. Otherwise, the Arab governments must use the weapon of Arab oil and must 
withdraw Arab monetary assets from U.S. banks. 


Fifth, the conference declares that the Islamic and Arab states, in cooperation 

with the nonaligned countries and the Third World countries, must take a serious 
position toward the terror in which Israel is engaging and'toward Israel's vio- 

lation of all principles of international law and dictates of the U.N. Charter. 

Condemnation and denunciation should not suffice and material compensation must 
be made for the damage Iraq has incurred. 


Moreover, deterrent sanctions must be imposed against Israel to stop it where 

it should be stopped and it must be clearly declared that any country that uses 
the veto right to obstruct the issuance of resolutions imposing sanctions against 
Israel shall be considered an open enemy of the entire Arab and Islamic nation. 
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Sixth, the conference appeals to the masses of the Egyptian people to be, as 
they usually are, fully alert and vigilant in confronting the Zionist propaganda 
campaigns that seek to sabotage the Egyptian intellect and to strip it of its 
national and pan-Arab components. The Egyptian people must boycott all the 
joint projects with the Zionist enemy and must boycott the goods with which this 
enemy is trying to flood our markets. 


Seventh, the conference urges the Islamic and Arab peoples and all their parties, 
groupings and organizations, in all parts of the world, to exert all forms of 


pressure to implement these resolutions. 


God is great and long live the Arab and Islamic nation. 


8494 
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OFFICIAL ASSAULT ON OPPOSITION DENOUNCED AT PARTY WEEKLY SYMPOSIUM 


Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 114, 30 Jun 81 pp 2, 15 


[Article: 
With Opposition" ] 


[Text ] 
that the people realize, with their good 


regrettable incidents that have taken place in al-Zawiyah al-Hamra'. 


"Party's Weekly Symposium: Doomed Endeavor To Link al-Zawiyah al-Hamra 


' 


Engineer Ibrahim Shukri, Socialist Labor Party chairman, has declared 


sense, who is responsible for the 
Shukri has 


also said that the Democratic National Party's endeavor to link these regrettable 


incidents to the opposition is doomed to 


failure. 


Ibrahim Shukri has pointed out that the recent conference of the opposition 
national political parties and forces, which the party called so that it could 
take a unified position against the Israeli attack on the Iraqi nuclear reactor, 
has made the ruling party engage in attempts to divert attention from that con- 


ference. 
for what happened on the opposition. 


So there were these incidents and the endeavor to pin responsibility 


Ibrahim Shukri further said that the Socialist Labor Party is fully aware of its 
duty and its responsibility and that this party is one of the political forces 


that most strongly appreciates the nation's unity. 


This party calls for the 


unity of the Arab ranks and it is most important that it cling to Egypt's unity 
and that it try to make Egypt's structure firmer, especially since the people's 
unity in Egypt has always been strong and since this unity has enabled Egypt to 


stand fast for thousands of years in the 


face of its enemies. Our country has 


not known the fanaticism or the sectarian conflicts known to other countries. 


What has happened is new and alien to us 
stopped. This is our call and this also 
read what President al-Sadat said in his 
try to discuss what they are saying with 
them that their arrows will break on the 
the party will march forward on the path 
uniting the people in sound opinion, che 


and we must stop it where it should be 
is what I wrote in AL-SHA'B before we 
interview with MAY. Therefore, we will 
utter objectivity and to demonstrate to 
firm shield of the Labor Party and that 
that it knows quite well--the path of 
path of true words and of following a 


healthy direction in the interest of Egypt. 


People Respond to Party 


Shukri added: What I have found everywhere I have gone in Egypt, be it Sawhaj 


or else there, shows that the Labor Party 


is the party to which the people respond 


because we reflect the people's sensitive perception sincerely and objectively. 
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Side issues or fabricated positions should not preoccupy us and we must con- 
tinue to reflect the people's causes, to move still closer to the people in 
the cities, the villages and everywhere and to crystallize the masses' love 
for our party through the formation of partisan committees everywhere because 
no part of Egypt's land is the exclusive monopoly of a single party. 


We Have Had Enough Slogans 


Engineer Ibrahim Shukri then added: The people have had enough slogans and 
they want real reform. True reform begins when the decisions stop coming from 
above, when the people's will is not forged in elections and referendums and 
when counter opinion is heard and is given freedom to express itself and given 
the same resources monopolized by the ruling party. 


Opposing opinion has no goals other than to serve Egypt and Egypt's interest. 
But the ruling party ignores this fact and refuses to listen to contrary opin- 
ion. Even when they are compelled to carry out what we demand, they neglect to 
give credit where credit is due. An example is the basic education plan that 
the Ministry of Education will implement as of the coming academic year and 
according to which the students will be taught some crafts and skills in addi- 
tion to theoretical studies. The Labor Party program had previously demanded 
this plan and stated that a student in the fundamental educational phase must 
be taught a craft from which he can earn a living. The student may then pro- 
ceed to the various other educational stages in which he wishes to enroll and 
for which he is qualified. Egypt will thus become a society of producers and 
not a society of unemployed. 


This is what we said more than 2 years ago and they are now implementing it 
without making it known who advocated this view. 


We have also said repeatedly that a solution to the housing problem lies in hav- 
ing the Ministry of Housing mobilize the capabilities of the contracting com- 
panies controlled by the public sector to build low-cost and popular housing 

tor the people's masses. Solving the housing problem is the responsibility of 
the government and not of the private sector. 


And now comes the minister of housing to say that he will mobilize the capabil- 
ities of the contracting companies controlled by the public sector to build low- 
cost and popular housing. 


Had They Listened to Us! 


Thus, the opposition in Egypt doesn't offer offhanded statements but rather 
thoughtful opinion. Had they listened to us, we would not have reached this 
situation, conditions would not have deteriorated so badly and our crises would 
not have worsened in all spheres. When we demand that Egypt return to the Arab 
ranks to confront Israeli and U.S. ambitions in the area and to solve the Pales- 
tinian issue, the ruling National Party acts evasively to avoid reviewing this 
issue and they counter with abuse and by directing all kinds of accusations 
against the opposition. 
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But whatever they say, the path is clear and Egypt's return to the Arab line 
will protect the security of Egypt itself and the security of the entire Arab 
area. Hiding the truth will change nothing in the situation. 





Concluding his address, Ibrahim Shukri urged the party members to escalate party 
activity during the blessed month of Ramadan, to advocate the party program and 
to explain the party positions in the various rural areas and in the cities. 
Shukri said that the party will take the opportunity of this venerable month to 
hold a series of successive political and religious symposiums to explain the 
party views and to strengthen its relations with the masses. 


It Is Not Sedition But Negligence and Laxity 


Fu'ad Nushi, Socialist Labor Party info ‘mation secretary, had opened the sympo- 
sium with an address stressing that what happened in al-Zawiyah al-Hamra' is not 
sedition but negligence and laxity because Nabawi Isma'il, the minister of 
interior, is preoccupied with issues other than protecting the citizens" secur- 
ity. Moreover, democracy is absent and U.S. and Israeli intelligence agents 
have infiltrated everywhere while the minister of interior is preoccupied solely 
with besieging the political opposition parties! 


Nushi also pointed out that the minister of interior is also too busy taking part 
in receiving and seeing off high-ranking state officials and in attending the 
political conferences of the ruling National Party to pay attention to protect- 
ing the citizens’ security! 


Commenting on another subject, Information Secretary Fu'ad Nushi said that 
announcement by Dr Subhi 'Abd al-Hakim of the names of the chief editors of 

the papers [presumably national papers] in implementation of the regulations 
concerning the press law issued by the Consultative Council is incompatible 
with what the journalists unanimously agreed upon in their union and with their 
demand that the Higher Press Council draw up the regulations pertaining to the 
press law. The announcement is also incompatible with the statements of Dr 
Subhi ‘Abd al-Hakim, who had previously said that the regulations pertaining 

to the press law are within the jurisdiction of the Higher Press Council and 
that the regulations laid down by the Consultative Council are temporary. More- 
over, the announcement is incompatible with the statements made by Dr Mansur 
Hasan, minister of state for information, before the Journalists Union election 
campaign in which the minister declared that the regulations pertaining to the 
press law will not be implemented w#¥thout the approval of the journalists. 
These statements and other inducements were among the factors that led to the 
victory of colleague Salah Jalal. But when Salah Jalal won the position of 
journalists’ doyen, these statements were forgotten. 


The party's information secretary then said that all the names announced are 
members of the ruling party. 


Even though these people are dear to us, the Consultative Council has overlooked 
the Journalists Union. It was the duty of this council to present the names of 

the chief editors of the newspapers to the Journalists Union. The press is the 

biggest information medium in our country. 
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But the ruling party preferred to violate the constitution and democracy so 
that the press would not reflect the people's views and so that it would be 
confined to reflecting the ruling party's view. 


Truth of These Incidents 


Muhammad Abu al-Fadl al-Jizawi, member of the Labor Party's Higher Committee 
then delivered an address in which he pointed out that the regrettable inci- 
dents that were called sectarian sedition have recurred several times since 

we started what the National Party government calls the peace with Israel. 
Moreover, these incidents always happen in the wake of major national events 
that unite the nation's ranks and that mobilize the popular will. He said 

that this makes it obvious that the stirring of this sedition seeks to shat- 
ter Egypt's unity so that it is unable to take a united stand toward the catas- 
trophes inflicted on us by the Camp David policy and by capitulation to Israel 
and the United States. 


Muhammad Abu al-Fadi al-Jizawi added: It is astonishing that these incidents 

take place and then a long time passes before the police and central security 

forces intervene. When the al-Zawiyah al-Hamra' incidents broke out, the peo- 
ple wondered: Where are all the cars filled with the central security troops 

who sit in these cars for long hours waiting for only God knows what?! 


An Awakening They Have Tried To Stop 


Ibrahim Yunis, member of the Labor Party's Higher Committee, then spoke, point- 
ing out that this sedition had been preceded by a pan-Arab awakening in Egypt in 
the wake of Israel's attack on the Iraqi nuclear reactor, an awakening embodied 
in the national conference held at the headquarters of the Labor Party and 
attended by all leaders of the Egyptian opposition and in the conference held 
at al-Batal [hero] Ibrahim Mosque in Alexandria and attended by no less than 
80,090 citizens to discuss the issue of Israel's occupation of al-Aqsa Mosque 
and the attack on the Iraqi nuclear reactor. Moreover, there has been fear 
that this awakening would expand to include discussion of the exorbitant in- 
flation and corruption that is spreading everywhere. Therefore, something 

had to be done to stem this awakening. 


Ibrahim Yunis added: The government is trying first to besiege the popular 
awakening in Egypt and then the politicians who lead the movement of the Egyptian 
man in the street by attacking the Labor Party at times and by accusing the 
communists and other opposition parties at other times. 


Ibrahim Yunis asserted that all these endeavors will fail and that great Egypt 
will continue to be the country of national unity. 


Journalist Ibrahim Yunis then discussed press conditions, saying that the 
announced names of the chief editors of papers contain no change from the exist- 
ing reality, so why all this clamor about press changes? 


These new appointments to the press positions have nothing to do with the masses 
or with the journalists. They are appointments made by state agencies. 
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An example of this is that a colleague of ours who was known to be most enthu- 
siastic for the late leader Jamal ‘Abd al-Nasir recently changed and became 
most enthusiastic for the normalization of relations with Israel. Then we find 
that this colleague has now become the chief editor of a weekly magazine! 


We should not pay too much attention to these changes because they do not re- 
flect what the people or what the journalists want. A government press can 
never reflect the people's views. 





Israeli Settlements in Our Country 


Engineer Muhammad Mahdi, member of the Labor Party's Higher Committee, then spoke, 
drawing attention to the danger of the Zionist invasion of the cultivable lands 

in Egypt. He also pointed out the danger of the inflow of Zionist money into 
Egypt through the foreign land reclamation companies and the danger of President 
al-Sadat's invitation to Ariel Sharon to reclaim the triangle existing between 

the governorates of al-Fayyum, al-Jizah and Bani Suwayf, as if Egypt has no 
expertise whatsoever in land reclamation and even though we are the oldest peo- 
ple in the world at reclaiming land and even though the issue of reclamation is 
solely one of resources and is no secret. 


Muhammad Mahdi then said: I demand that the Labor Party be given 20,000 feddans 
in this area [the triangle] and that the National Party be given an equal area. 
Let us all compete in reclaiming these lands instead of allowing Israel to invade 
our cultivable lands and turn them into Israeli settlements. 


Where Are We Heading? 


"Abbas al-Misri, a member of the Socialist Labor Party, then said that the future 
of the Arab area is dark and nobody knows where our Arab nation is heading. He 
proposed that a delegation be formed of the Egyptian opposition parties, with 
participation by members of the Democratic National Party, to visit all of the 
Arab countries to explain the Egyptian people's viewpoint on the importance of 
the solidarity of the Arab rulers and peoples. 


Protecting Regime or Protecting People 


Rif'at al-Shahawi, the Socialist Labor Party secretary general, then said: Sec- 
tarian sedition is something that Egypt has never known before. National unity 

has continued to be an immortal reality in Egypt's history. No man can distin- 

guish Muslim from Christian in any village. They all wear the same dress, work 

in the same places, eat the same food and learn in the same schools. 


We still remember the day when Sinut Hanna risked his own life to protect 
Mustafa al-Nahhas from being stabbed. It wasn't said at the time that a 
Christian risked his life to redeem a Muslim but that an Egyptian redeemed 
another Egyptian. 


But now, under the canopy of the increased central security forces that are 
stationed in all of the capital's major streets day and night and in a manner 
never before known to Egypt since the British cclonialists departed--now such 
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incidents are taking place. Then the minister of interior stands at the Peo- 
ple's Assembly to say that the matter is minor and that he is capable of con- 
fronting the political forces that want to exploit what has happened. Thus, 

the minister thinks that his task is to protect the regime and not the people! 


What is more, Nabawi Isma'il says that the number of casualties doesn't exceed 
the number of casualties in a bus accident. God be praised! Aren't those 
killed in a bus accident citizens who have any value in the minister's eyes? 
Our press published daily reports about a child who fell in a weil in Italy 
whereas 30 or 40 of our citizens die and our minister of interior takes the 
matter so lightly! 


Ruling Party's domination 


Commenting on the announcement of the names of chief editors of the national 
papers and magazines--an announcement approved by the Consultative Council's 
General Committee--made by Dr Subhi ‘Abd al-Hamid, chairman of the Consulta- 
tive Council, Rif'at al-Shahawi, Labor Party secretary general, said that when 
the Democratic National Party set up this council it had no real conception of 
the powers of this council and knew only that the funds of the Socialist Arab 
Union and ownership of the press establishments would revert to the council. 


This is why the ruling party decided to hold the elections for this council on 
the basis of total lists so that full control over the council would be guaran- 
teed and, consequently, full control over the information media that address 
the minds and form the opinions of the masses. This is what has actually 
happened. Whereas the constitution states that the press is an independent 
popular authority, in reality the press is an instrument in the hands of the 
ruling party and the press establishments have turned into propaganda trumpets 
for this party. 


Tt as the opinion of our party that the political parties should own the press 
establishments so that each paper would express the opinion of one party or that 
ownership of the press establishments should actually be in the hands of the peo- 
ple by having the workers of these establishments own one half the stock while 
the pecple own the other half and by having the general assembly elect its 
chairman of the board of directors and its chief editor so that the chief edi- 
tors would know that they owe their loyalty to the people alone. A chief edi- 
tor owes his loyalty only to him who appoints him. 


But the National Party has forgotten that the people are now alert to every 
attempt to control their thought and intellect and that there is another paper 


that reflects the people's view, namely, AL-SHA'B. 


Victory for Labor Party 


Shaykh Ibrahim al-'Azzazi, People's Assembly member (from the Labor Party), then 
said: What has happened at the People's Assembly regarding the consumption tax 
bill is truly a victory for the Labor Party by all criteria. A consumption tax 
bill was presented to the assembly and Ibrahim Shukri demanded that the bill be 








discussed fully because it is connected with various policies that should have 
been discussed by more than one assembly committee. But Dr Muhammad al-Dakruri, 
the Plan Committee chairman, objected to the idea and was supported by Fikri 
Makram 'Ubayd on the pretext that the bill had been subjected to careful study. 


But the People's Assembly ultimately agreed with the Socialist Labor Party 
opinion that the bill be returned to the Plan and Budget Committee, and thus 
the party's view triumphed. 


Shaykh Ibrahim al-'Azzazi then said: Nobody knows exactly where Egypt's national 
economy is heading. Prices are rising in a staggering way whereas wages are 
rising only slowly. The price of a kilogram of rice has reached 25 piasters in 
al-'Azzaziyah village, which is a rice-producing village. Only God knows what 
this price will reach during the exalted month of Ramadan. 


Moreover, Egyptian industry is being subjected to an international plot to 
weaken and destroy it and then to control it. This industry no longer finds the 
protection under which it used to live, and foreign goods are now flooding Egyp- 
tian markets. 


Democracy's Funeral 


"Abd al-Sami' Mabruk, member of the People's Assembly (from the Labor Party), 
then said: We are witnessing the funeral of democracy. The opposition suffers 
from the ferocious assault launched against it by the ruling party, which has 
reached the point of baseness. 


It is inconceivable that the opposition is persecuted to this degree in any 
country claiming that its system is a democratic one. Not a single word of 
truth is said about the opposition even though those in the ruling party have 
not found a single point of weakness in the opposition. The result has been 
this unjust campaign of insults and vituperation. This is the real funeral of 
democracy that we are seeing. 


‘Abd al-Sami' Mabruk then referred to the law amending the housing law, saying: 
This law has deviated from one of the bases of constitutional legislation. Legis- 
lation must be compatible with the constitution and the constitution states 

that the citizens are equal in rights, whereas this law discriminates among 
tenants in the same country. The amendment makes a distinction between housing 
for the purpose of personal dwelling and housing for other purposes and it has 
limited the rent for dwelling purposes to seven percent of the cost of a build- 
ing whereas it has made rent for purposes other than housing subject to supply 
and demand and has failed to limit the owner to a set rent. 


"Abd al-Sami' Mabruk warned of the consequences of this law, observing that they 
will be serious. The door will be closed in the face of the new generation that 
wants to rent places in which to engage in its work. How can a young doctor or 

a young lawyer pay 100 pounds in monthly rent for a clinic or an office? 
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National Party Playing With Fire 


Fikri al+Jazzar, member of the People's Assembly (from the Labor Party), then 
said: President al-Sadat, in his interview with MAY, accused the opposition 

of being behind the sectarian sedition and said that the opposition is playing 
with fire. Let his Excellency the President permit me to say that the Democra- 
tic National Party is the one that is playing with fire and that this intellec- 
tual terrorism that is being launched agairst the opposition is futile. The 
Egvnotian people will not permit the return of intellectual terrorism. 


Moreover, his Excellency the President also said that the issue of opposition 
in Lgypt must be discussed anew. I say: Let them discuss it as they wish but 
the opposition will continue to exist as the opponents wish and as the people 
wish. It is better for Egypt to have legitimate opposition. It is dangerous 
to be confronted one day with an illegitimate opposition. 


Fikri al-Jazzar added: I have read in MAY an interview with Mansur Hasan in 
which he begins the dialog on the opposition. I would have preferred to see 
this interview begin with a request for the formation of a committee to manage 
this dialog. 


But for Mansur to begin the dialog in MAY and then for AL-SHA'B to answer him a 
week later is not the dialog that is needed, especially since we live in the 
same country. 


Fikri al-Jazzar then proposed that the Socialist Labor Party take the initiative 
to form a committee to manage a dialog on the opposition and its role. 


Our Party Is Leader of the March 


Sayvvid Rustum, People's Assembly member (from the Labor Party), then discussed 
the Sawhaj conference that the party organized last week, saying that the popu- 
lar conferences and the political symposiums and meetings held by the Socialist 
Labor Party delegation, which visited Sawhaj under the leadership of Ibrahim 
Shukri, show that the Egyptian people view our party as the leader of their 
march toward democracy and progress and as the party that carries the torch of 
freedom to light the way for the great people of Egypt. 


[he warm welcome given by the popular masses to the party delegation was an honor 
for the entire party and for its honorable positions in defending the Arabism and 
independence of Egypt in the face of the imperialist, Zionist and U.S. schemes. 


Egypt's pulse and aspirations surround our party and we have devoted our lives 


to realizing these aspirations under the leadership of Engineer Ibrahim Shukri, 
the brave patriotic struggler. 


‘SO: 4504/100 
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GOVERNMENT SCHEMES TO GAIN CONTROL OF LAWYERS UNION COUNCIL ASSATLED 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 114, 30 Jun 81 p 6 


[Article by Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad: "Government Busy Preparing for Seizure 
of Lawyers Union" ] 


[Text] In the previous edition, we criticized Minister of Interior Nabawi 
Isma'il for the regrettable sectarian incidents that took place in al-Zawiyah 
al-Hamra' quarter due to the failure to take the precautions necessary to pre- 
vent what could happen as a consequence of the dispute over a plot of land in 
the area that a Christian citizen claims belongs to him and that the Cairo 
Governorate says that it owns and a part of which it had set aside for the con- 
struction of a mosque. We also criticized the minister for concealing this 
fact in the official communique he issued 2 days after the incident, thus allow- 
ing exaggerated and inflammatory rumors to spread, for depicting the incident 
as being caused by a quarrel between two neighbors, one of them a Muslim and 
the other Christian, and for finally acknowledging the true cause in his state- 
ment to the People's Assembly, when this cause had become known to everybody, 
as a secondary cause leading to the intensification of the situation so that 
his contradictory actions would not be obvious. 





Pamphlet by Cairo Secretariat of Ruling Party Prior to Incidents 


Since publication of the -revious edition, we have obtained a printed pamphlet 
dated 15 June 1981--3 days before the incidents--issued by the Cairo Secretariat 
of the Democratic National Party, which is under the control of Muhammad Rashwan, 
one of the two deputy speakers of the People's Assembly. The pamphlet is addressed 
to the people of al-Sharabiyah and al-Zawiyah al-Hamra' and is signed by the two 
People's Assembly members representing the district, by the chairman of the 
Northern Cairo Local Council and by the [ruling] party's secretary for the dis- 
trict. The pamphlet states clearly the true cause, which is the dispute over the 
plot of land, and the issuance of a decision by the Cairo Governorate setting 
aside a part of this land for the construction of a mosque. The pamphlet also 
says that legal measures will be taken to refer the usurper for investigation 
and to prevent him from disposing of the plot of land. This page contains a 
photocopy of the pamphlet. 


This pamphlet is positive proof that the ruling party, the security agencies 

and Cairo Governorate had been aware that a significant dispute existed over the 
subject plot of land as evidenced by publication of this pamphlet. This is un- 
usual, It was the duty [of the security agencies] to prepare for whatever might 
develop as a consequence of this dispute, which erupted later at a popular level. 
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Withdrawal of Licensed Weapons After It Was Too Late 


The daily papers also reported that firearms were seized at the site of the in- 
cidents, Including nearly 75 licensed weapons. Perhaps we should wonder about 
the soundness of issuing licenses for such weapons in the capital without clear 
justification and about the failure to withdraw the weapons from the disputing 
parties after the dispute erupted. 


Two days ago, some papers reported that amendments to the law governing the 
licensing of weapons, which the minister prepared after the latest incidents 
have been introduced. 


All this reminds us of what the chief editor of AL-AHRAM--which is not an oppo-. 
sition paper--said in his comment on the incidents on 22 June 1981, namely, that 
the recurrence of these incidents and in the dimensions in which they occurred 
requires a pause and that it is impermissible to let matters go unchecked until 
"the axe falls."" The first duty of the security agencies is to prevent crime 
before it occurs as long. as there is evidence showing that it is likely that a 
crime will be committed. 


Minister of Interior Is Primary a Security Man 


The minister of interior is a historical phrase for what is called the minister 
of internal security in recently emerging countries. His primary task is a 
"security" task and not a political one. Hence, Nabawi Isma'il was appointed 
to this position by virtue of his being a police officer. 


Therefore, the attempt to justify the instructions given to the policeman pre- 
sent at the site of the riot--in which shots were fired, shops destroyed and 
homes stormed--to resort to words and persuasion, as the minister of interior 
has said in his statement before the People's Assembly, is unacceptable. Per- 
haps we will recall that this is why Maj Gen Sayyid Fahmi, the former minister 
of interior, was dismissed from his position in the wake of the riots of 

18 and 19 January 1977. 


As for President Anwar al-Sadat's statements in his interview with MAY in the 

wake of the al-Zawiyah al-Hamra' incidents--that Nabawi Isma‘'il faced the events 
as a political official and not as a security man--and the president's statement 
that he told the minister "you have succeeded as a political official in confront- 
ing the saboteurs and the instigators but I want you in the future to settle the 
matter as of the first minute''--as for these statements, they are similar to 

what we call in the study of eloquence and expression in the Arabic language 
"censure that looks like praise." 


Was Government Preoccupied With Something Else? 
It seems that the government is busy politically and in terms of security at the 
same time with another internal battle, namely, the battle to seize the Lawyers 


Union because the ruling party's political leadership is not pleased with the 
conduct of the elected majority of lawyers in the union council. 
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The ruling party has tried to convince the public that there is a split among 
the lawyers in order to create an atmosphere that enables the government to use 
this split as a pretext to amend the law governing the legal profession as a 
way of getting rid of the existing union council and replacing it with one con- 
trolled by the ruling party. 


The movement began with a celebration held by a number of Alexandria lawyers 

on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of 15 May, to which they invited Presi- 
dent al-Sadat, who declared four times in his speech that he was honored to be 
invited by the lawyers and that "Egypt will never permit anybody to speak in 
its name except those who represent its people because some members of the Law- 
yers Union in Cairo have tried to dominate and to speak in the name of Egypt's 
lawyers." 


The government then proceeded to exert ceaseless efforts to attract public- 
sector lawyers and members of the [central] and local governments' legal admin- 
istrations by promising to rectify their job conditions, by announcing that the 
companies law would stipulate that every joint-stock company must have a lawyer 
and by declaring through a young official that the party's Lawyers Fellowship 
Fund, which is headed by Vikri Makram 'Ubayd, would support every lawyer with 
300 pounds when he gets married, with 400 pounds when he opens a private office 
and with 100 pounds for the purchase of legal references, in addition to increas- 
ing to 10, instead of 4, the number of seats allocated for lawyers representing 
the government and the public sector in the Lawyers Union Council, giving them 
pensions from the union fund amounting to 100 pounds on top of their government 
pension, setting aside an apartment building for young lawyers to open their 
offices in and promising other material inducements aimed at influencing them 
to agree to take part in implementing the ruling party's schemes regarding the 
Lawyers Union. 


I have before me a letter addressed from the deputy prime minister and the chair- 
man of the Permanent Council of the Democratic National Party, dated 21 June 1981, 
to Dr 'Abd al-Razzaq ‘Abd al-Majid in his capacity as deputy prime minister for 
economic affairs asking him to contact the lawyers and their leaders in the min- 
istries to attend the [union's] general assembly meeting to be held on the morn- 
ing of Friday, 26 June 1981, and to make available to them all the facilities 
enabling them to arrive on time. 





It was arranged for those arriving from outside Cairo to stay at the university 
towns, which is a kind of exploitive government influence in the interest of 
the ruling party. 


Meetings were held among the officials to draw up the "plans to invade" the 
Lawyers Union by storming the meeting of the union's general assembly, which 
had been previously postponed for lack of quorum, and by entering the meeting 
in crowds and in a disorderly manner and issuing a decision withdrawing confi- 
dence from the union council. 


Tactical Mistakes in Government's Attack Plans 


But the leaders of the government attack failed to arrive early so that they 
could be there at the time set by the union for convocation of the general 
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assembly. A quorum for the second meeting was reached at 0900 and the assembly 
discussed its agenda and issued its resolutions, which were signed by members of 
the present union council, including Istifan Basili, member of the Democratic 
National Party and the People's Assembly, and Fahmi Nashid, member of the 
Consultative Council. 


The resolutions issued by the Government Assembly [sic] included a resolution, 

and this is a most important point, withdrawing confidence from the (members 

and chairman) of the present union council, forgetting that articie 10 of law 

No 61 governing the legal profession stipulates that such a resvilution must be 
issued by an "extraordinary" general assembly summoned in accordance with a jus- 
tified request signed by at least 300 lawyers entitied to actend the general 
assembly. For the convocation of such a extraordinary assembly session, it is 
also required that at least one half of the registered lawyers--more than 10,000-- 
attend. This assembly may not be postponed--article No 6 of the above-mentioned 
law. 


Thus, the issuance of such a resolution from a general assembly that doesn't 
meet these conditions is null and void. 


If the government seeks in this way to create merely an atmosphere for the issu- 
ance of legislation to amend the law governing the legal profession simply to 
realize its goals, then the leaders of the invasion plan have forgotten that the 
People's Assembly session has not adjourned and that if a decree by law is issued 
during the assembly's absence on vacation during the month of Ramadan because of 
a fabricated need, then this decree has to be presented to the assembly within 

15 days of its issuance--Article 147 of the constitution. 


Is it the intention of the government to ask the People's Assembly after its 
vacation to discuss the proposed bill seeking to seize the Lawyers Union or will 
it leave matters in this provocative situation until the People's Assembly 
reconvenes? 


In any case, the government is reassured of an overwhelming majority in the Peo- 
ple's Assembly. But it is not at all in the public interest for an existing 

law to be violated and for the government to invade a professional union to get 
rid of its executive council, which is elected legally, and for this government 
to then talk of democracy and the supremacy of law. 


8494 
CSO: 4504/100 
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SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY SYMPOSIUM VOICES SUPPORT FOR LAWYERS UNION 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 115, 7 Jul 81 pp 2, 15 


[Article py Hibatullah Yusuf and Karim Mahmud: "Socialist Labor Party Devotes 
Weekly Symposium To Defending Lawyers Union; Statement by Labor Party Denouncing 
Attack on Union; Ibrahim Shukri: Attack on Lawyers Union Is Childish Game Perpe- 
trated by Irresponsible Leaderships in Ruling Party; Mamduh Qinawi: Let Sedition 
of Lawyers Union Be Beginning of Major Awakening; Muhammad Fahim: Ruling Party 
Attacks Lawyers Union for Defending Liberties; Fu'ad Nushi: Government Cam- 
paign Against Lawyers Union Will Fail as It Failed Against Journalists and 
Judges; Ahmad Firghali: People Are Aware of True Patriotic Positions of Lawyers"] 


[Text] Engineer Ibrahim Shukri, chairman of the Socialist Labor Party, has de- 
clared that what happened at the Lawyers Union is a childish game perpetrated by 
some leaders of the ruling party who don't know the meaning of responsibility. 
These are the ones who distort Egypt's reputation abroad with these petty 
actions. What is meant by this flagrant attack on the union is to divert atten- 
tion fromthe military facilities and bases given to the United States and from 
the normalization of relations that is being currently imposed on the Egyptian 
people. It is also meant to divert attention from the deteriorating economic 
conditions and from the isolation that Israel wants to impose on Egypt by push- 
ing it away from its Arab sisters. 


The Socialist Labor Party chairman also said: The Lawyers Union did not swerve 
from the national line when it took part in discussing the fateful and democra- 
tic issues. Those who have swerved from the line are irresponsible leaders who 
with these actions are trying to curry favor with the president of the republic, 
to cling to their positions or attain higher positions. 


This was stated at the Labor Party's weekly symposium held last Tuesday and de- 
voted to discussing the attack perpetrated last week by some of the ruling party 
leaders against the Lawyers Union. Attending the symposium on behalf of the 
Lawyers Union and the union council members were Muhammad Fahim Amin and Ahmad 
Nasir, councilmembers. The symposium was also attended by a large number of law- 
yers, Labor Party members and citizens; it lasted 3 full hours. 


At the outset of his address, Ibrahim welcomed the Lawyers Union delegation, 


saying: 'We devote our weekly meeting today to a momentous event before which 
every Egyptian thinking of the destiny of this country and of the destiny of 
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democracy and liberty pauses. I say that we must discuss it because discussion 
clarifies all aspects. We do not do what others do when they listen to only one 
opinion without discussion and without dialog and then issue judgments without 
thinking and without examination. I say that this event is a childish game that 
the ruling National Party would not have stooped to if it had self-respect. It 
is a game perpetrated by some leaders of the National Party in an attempt to 
carry favor with President al-Sadat. With such actions, these leaders harm 
their party gravely by fabricating things that do not exist. 


"it is not true that the honorable lawyers of Egypt have withdrawn their confi- 
dence from their union council and from the chairman of their union." 


Union Hasn't Swerved From National Line 


The Socialist Labor Party leader added: If the Lawyers Union shows, within the 
framework of its work, interest in its country's fateful issues by discussing and 
examining these issues, then is this considered a deviation from the national 
line, as they allege? The lawyers, who are the men and the defenders of the 
law, stand up to defend the supremacy of the law and demand that public liber- 
ties be acknowledged, that special measures and laws be abolished and that sound 
democracy be established within their union. This cannot be a deviation from 
the union's work and jurisdiction. I say that what the ruling party has done 
with this attack on the Lawyers Union is something that cannot serve democracy. 
From here, from the Socialist Labor Party and from among these crowds I address 

a greeting to those who stand fast in the Lawyers Union. A greeting to Ahmad 
al-Khawajah, the lawyers’ doyen, a greeting to all members of the union council 
and a greeting to all the workers who remain vigilant to defend their union and 
to support their legitimate council, which was elected legally and from which 
they [the ruling party] are trying to wrest confidence with these childish 
actions. 


brahim Shukri then wondered: Why this sirong hostility on the part of the rul- & 
ing party toward the professional unions in Egypt? Is it because of their 
patriotic positions and their refusal to march in the government's bandwagon? 

It is no disgrace at all that the majority of the members of the Lawyers Union 
Council are among those who have opposed Camp David. It is also no disgrace at 
all to the journalists that they elected the majority of their council from 

among the patriotic opposition journalists. It is no disgrace to their club 

and its executive council and that they elected those who reflect their view 

and the view of Egypt. 


Addressing his words to the leaders of the ruling party, the Labor Party chair- 
man said: If you want true democracy, then why do you harass opposing opinion 
and why do you assault it so ferociously? I say this to all those leaders in 
the ruling party who have depicted matters to the president of the republic in 
a manner that counters the truth. 


The truth is that the matter is nothing more than a show perpetrated by leaders 
who don't know the meaning of responsibility and who want to rise on the shoul- 
ders of others. 
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Playing With Fire 


We say that what has been done and what is being done by the leaders of the 
ruling party is tantamount to playing with fire. Violence can only breed more 
violence. They imagine that they will impose their will onthe masses of law- 
yers in this way. They are absolutely deluded. Brother Muhammad Fahim has 
told me that there was a strike today in all of Egypt's courts and [legal] 
departments in support of the union. This was a great and true referendum in 
favor of the lawyers’ doyen and the legitimate union council. I tell President 
al-Sadat: If you want to know the truth then you should learn it from what 
happened today at the courts. There are 100 judiciary circuits and work 
stopped in 94 of them. The union's statement on the truth of the events that 
have taken place was deposited in the minutes of these circuits and the lawyers 
have clung to their doyen and to the members of their union council. 


The judges of the remaining six courts were in a hurry and asked that this docu- 
ment [union statement] be left in the court. If you, Mr President, want to know 
what happened, then ask for an explanation from the minister of justice and ask 
for the minutes of these sessions so that you can learn that they have not told 
you the truth. 


Concluding his address, Ibrahim Shukri said: I tell the lawyers, their council 
and their union: Stand fast, defend your union and do not fear all these child- 
ish acts and this new method of force and lawlessness. Be confident that these 
assaults will bring about an inverse result as the ferocious attack on the Labor 
Party and its leaders on the 14th of last May brought about inverse results and 
heightened the popularity of the Labor Party and the people's understanding of 
its positions. I have felt this in all the governorates that I have visited 
recently. 


Unprecedented Attack 


Lawyer Mahmud al-Mulayji, member of the party's higher committee, had opened the 
symposium with a brief address inwhich he said: What has happened at the Law- 
yers Union is truly an attack on the lawyers, as Dr ‘Asfur has described it. 

The aggression and the oppression committed against the lawyers is unprecedented. 
This is why the Socialist Labor Party has decided to devote this symposium to a 
discussion of this issue. 


It Is Necessary To Try Aggressors 


Muhammad Abu al-Fadl al-Jizawi, lawyer and member of the party's higher commit- 
tee, then said: We have read that the president of the republic declared that 
the Lawyers Union has stood against the law, against the constitution and against 
the abolition of detention camps. Nobody can believe such words. The Lawyers 
Union has always stood up to oppression and tyranny and has struggled for im- 
plementation of the law and the imposition of legitimacy. 


How can the union be against the constitution, against the law and against the 
abolition of detention camps when it is preoccupied with nothing other than 
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calling for the supremacy of law and for application of the law, with constantly 
defending those who are unjustly detained and charged in political cases and 
with demanding abolition of all the special laws that restrict liberties in 
Fevpt’ The Law represents the will of the people but special law is a sword 
hanging over the heads of the citizens. 


The true reason for the attack to which the Lawyers Union has been exposed is 
the union's patriotic positions. 


Major Sedition 


Lawyer Mamduh Qinawi, Socialist Labor Party secretary in Sawhaj, then spoke, 
saying: What is happening now is a major sedition sweeping Egypt and a serious 
epidemic threatening it with destruction. We previously rejected a slogan that 
we now need to urgently raise, namely, the slogan that Egypt is for the Egyp- 
tians. We need to raise it so that no Egyptian may dominate another and so 
that no Egyptian may view another as being beholden to him. 


We work within the framework of legitimacy, and we have said this repeatedly. 
Even though we seek a change in the balance of the people's forces, we seek it 
through the constitution. 


The issue of democracy has now become, as the Labor Party sees it, the main issue 
and without it none of the people's problems can be solved. Democracy doesn't 
mean that we meet and that we be permitted to meet. Democracy means that the 
people, all the people, be the decision maker and that their word be honored. 
Democracy means the presence of a balance among the existing political forces. 
What is happening now is domination by the ruling party of political, partisan 
and parliamentary life in Egypt. 


When we say democracy we must mention consultation and we can find no better 
consu!tation than that advocated by Islam. The righteousness of the flock is 
from the righteousness of the shepherd and vice versa. These are the bases of 
government in Islam. 


State of Separation 


Qinawi added: The Lawyers Union has always been a true stronghold for safe- 
guarding the citizens’ liberties. The Lawyers Union has also always followed 
a patriotic line in defending Egypt's causes. This is because defense of pub- 
lic causes is the basis for defending the private liberties of the citizens. 
(his is why this union must be protected from any aggression, and beware the 
evil of a sedition from which no good is desired. 


Not the First Attack 


Muhammad Fahim Amin, member of the Lawyers Union Council and of the Permanent 
Council of the Arab Lawyers Federation, then delivered an address on behalf of 
the Lawyers Union, saying: The ferocious attack made last week against the 
lawyers Union was not the first of its kind. Since the latest union elections-- 
elections that brought into existence the present council--symposiums have been 
held to confront the so-called law of shame and the Values Court. They [the 
ruling party] stormed the union hall, beat those present and tried to put an 
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end to the symposiums. But the symposiums continued. Then came the second 
ferocious attack in the wake of our return from the Arab Lawyers Federation 
conference in Rabat. They said that the lawyers had attacked Egypt in Rabat. 
No, we did not attack Egypt because it is in our hearts and our blood. They 
then backed down and said that the information supplied to them was faulty. 
No, the information was not faulty but it had been decided beforehand to get 
rid of some of the union council members. 


Now they have employed a number of nonlawyers or those who have a B.A. degree 

in law but who are not engaged in the legal profession and a number of lawyers 
who are members of the ruling party, to storm the Lawyers Union. Musa Sabri 
then proceeds to write: Give us the name of one nonlawyer. We tell Sabri we 
have numerous names and numerous documents at our disposal proving the govern- 
ment's intervention, including forged invitations signed by the chairman of a 
branch union, keeping in mind that the invitations to attend the general assem- 
bly are issued by the general union and signed by the chairman of the Lawyers 
Union. I have with me an invitation addressed to Mrs Rafdah Muhammad Ibrahim 
who is not a Lawyers Union member. The proof of this [forgery] is that the seal 
on the invitation is the seal of the Legalists Association, an association that 
includes those who have a B.A. law degree, who work in the government depart- 
ments and agencies and who had been ordered to attend the general assembly with- 
out being entitled to do so. 


Lawyers First To Know the Truth 


Muhammad Fahim Amin added: We the lawyers are the first to know the truth be- 
cause we are the first to read the law. This is why we have always stood with 
the people to defend their liberties and their right to exercise democracy. 

This has not pleased the government and hence the attempt to pounce on the 

union and to impose their will on the masses of lawyers. The government does 
this while the people moan under the burden of the economic siege imposed on us 
because the geniuses of the open-door policy and of normalization trade with the 
Zionists and seek only their personal profit. They suck the blood of our people 
and laws ~re exploited to exempt them from taxes and customs while the taxes 

and customs are raised on the goods of others. 


How many laws have been issued recently to serve Zionist interests! What is 
more serious than this is the investment law through which Israel sneaks to own 
Egyptian land for 100 years and to build its settlements on it. However, let 

us warn that Palestine started with one settlement. We fear that Sinai or al- 
Salihiyah will turn into another Palestine. The slogan of "from the Nile to the 
Euphrates" is still raised in the Israeli Knesset. 


Campaign Doomed to Future Failure 


Fu'ad Nushi, Socialist Labor Party information secretary, then said: I can see 
no reason for the strong hatred which the ruling party harbors for the profes- 
sional unions and labor unions. This party started its campaign to liquidate 
patriotism from within the professional unions with its attack against the 
Journalists Union, and it failed. Ahmad Firghali, Litfi al-Khulia and a num- 
ber of other nationalists won in the journalists elections. The ruling party 
then launched its attack against the Judges Club and also failed to impose its 
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will on the honorable judges of Egypt. And here, finally, comes this criminal 
attack against the defenders of the law, against the freedom union, against the 
Lawyers Union. I am confident that this campaign is also doomed to failure. 


Journalists’ Greeting to Lawyers 


Ahmad Firghali, member of the Socialist Labor Party Parliamentary Committee 

and the Journalists Union Council, then delivered an address saying: In the 
name of the journalists, I bow my head in respect to the union of steadfastness 
and rreedom, the Lawyers Union. 


They speak about the lawyers succeeding in modifying the course of their union. 
I say yes, there has been a modification but toward the national and pan-Arab 
course. This is the course that the journalists corrected when they elected 
the journalists and the nationalists who represent them and that the judges 
corrected when they dropped the government candidates in their union election 
and rallied behind their union and its chairman, renewing their confidence in 
them. 


I tell this crowd of lawyers that the Egyptian political scene is healthy and 
is fully aware of the truth of your courageous position in all that you have 
done. 


Statement to Masses 


At the conclusion of the symposium, the Socialist Labor Party, along with repre- 
sentatives of the Lawyers Union who attended the symposium, issued a statement 
to the masses of the Egyptian people, saying: 


The Socialist Labor Party held its weekly symposium at its headquarters, open- 
ing its arms to the delegation of the legitimate Lawyers Union Council, which 
represents Egypt's lawyers, the vanguard of Egypt's honorable men and the 
stronghold of Egypt's struggle. 


The conferees discussed the incidents perpetrated by the ruling party last 
Friday, 26 June 1981, when it stormed the Lawyers Union premises in an attempt 
to bury democracy in Egypt and to shatter the unity of its people with utter 
disregard for the supremacy of law. The ruling party tried to forge the will 
of the lawyers and the resolutions of the union's legitimate general assembly. 


This party supports the chairman and members of the Lawyers Union and resolves: 


First, to condemn the childish attack against the union premises by nonlawyers 
planted by some of the ruling party's agencies. 


Second, to condemn the various false resolutions broadcast by the information 
media and attributed to the Lawyers Union and to condemn the refusal of these 
information media to publish the actual resolutions issued correctly and in 
accordance with the law by the legitimate [union] general assembly. 
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Third, to support the chairman and members of the Lawyers Union in their 
national, pan-Arab and professional positions, which are based on Article 3 
of the law governing the legal profession. 


Fourth, to urge the Egyptian people not to be deceived by any resolutions issued 
by an illegal faction even if such resolutions are made to look real by the in- 
formation media. They also urge everyone to be vigilant and alert, to confront 
any attempt to mislead public opinion. 


God is great and long live the people. 


Cairo, 30 June 1981. 
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RULING PARTY ACCUSED OF CORRUPTING POLITICAL LIFE, SILENCING OPPOSITION 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 116, 14 Jul 81 p 6 


[Article by Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad: "Aren't These Forms Corrupting Politi- 
cal Life?"] 


[Text] Finally, the ruling authority has been forced to expose its face and to 
intervene openly in the battle it has fabricated by instigating a group of law- 
yers affiliated with the ruling party and demanding reform of their working con- 
ditions and aid in starting their professional life to pounce on the Lawyers 
Union and to withdraw confidence from the union council, which has been legally 
elected for a 4-year term of which no more than one-half has now passed. This 
group has trie to do so with disregard for the procedures stipulated in the 
union law requiring that a justified request signed by at least 300 lawyers be 
submitted for the convocation of a "special" general assembly that must be 
attended by at least one-half the registered lawyers. The ruling authority had 
previously failed to "confront" the lectures and the educational symposiums held 
by the union to study the bills connected with the citizens’ rights, with public 
liberties and with the national issues, all of which are the essence of the union's 
goals by virtue of the profession of its members and the stipulations of its 

e authority had failed to do so by resorting to demogogic and undemocra- 
tic means inherent in creating clamor and fights and in shouting hostile slogans 
with the aim of breaking up the meetings. 


- L 


il 


The government has asked that the People's Assembly be summoned from its vacation 
so that by amending the Lawyers Union law--by virtue of the overwhelming major- 
itv it enjoys in the assembly--it can achieve what it has failed to achieve 
through union procedures stipulated in the current law. It has become evident 

to the ruling authority that it cannot gather one-half the union members in a 
special general assembly to dismiss the union council. 


Subjugating Legislative Authority 

This recall from the vacation the People's Assembly has given itself until the 
8th of next month, after the al-Fitr holiday, is in itself considered an abnor- 
mal measure intended to hasten dismissal of the Lawyers Union Council because it 


seems that the government can countenance it no longer. 


No matter how hard the government tries to hide the true reason for this urgent 
recall, which is concealed behind the mask of presenting the consumption tax 
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bill and the income tax bill, the pretext is superficial and exposed because 
the issue of the two bills was known at the time the People's Assembly set the 
dates tor its vacation and its reconvening. Nothing has developed since then 
other than the issue of amending the law governing the legal profession. 


This amendment is intended solely to permit the government to pounce on a union- 
ist society regulated by an existing law so that this government may impose the 
viewpoint of the political party to which it and the overwhelming majority of 
the People's Assembly belong. Is it the right of the party of the parliamen- 
tary majority, under a multi-party system, to use the legislative authority to 
realize its partisan whims, relying on the majority of votes it enjoys? 


Students of legal sciences know that there is a legal theory known as the theory 
of the misuse of power or the theory of the "misapplication of power." What is 
meant by this theory is that any outwardly sound action becomes null and void if 
it is intended to realize a special benefit, a personal interest, a secret objec- 
tive or any other objective unrelated to the public interest. 


On the basis of this theory empowering the administrative judiciary to abolish 
presidential and administrative decrees that are marred by any flaw and consider- 
ing that the Supreme Constitutional Court's only jurisdiction is to pass judgment 
on the unconstitutionality of laws contradicting the text of the constitution, 
laws cannot be correctly called that, according to the general legal rules, un- 
less they contain certain objective components, mainly that they 2re intended to 
realize a public good and are not meant to be used as an instrument of oppression 
or of harm by those who have the power to issue these laws, even if they are a 
freely elected parliamentary majority--a condition that constitutional law legal- 
ists call "the oppression of the majority." 


If a law lacks one of the general conditions required of a law, then it loses 
its quality as a law and the courts are no longer bound to apply it, even if it 
meets all the outward and procedural requirements that must be met by all laws 
and even if it is not in contradiction of a clear provision of the constitution. 


This is the case if the public elections that bring the People's Assembly into 
existence are sound and not flawed by any government intervention. But what can 
you say when the majority on which such a law relies has come as a result of 
elections whose scundness is doubted by the testimony of both friend and foe 

and by evidence registered in the minutes of some of the official election com- 
mittees and in sentences passed by judicial authority?! 


It is regrettable that the minister of interior, who supervised and managed those 
elections, is still ensconced in his ministerial seat, defying all the democra- 
tic values and rules of impartial government. The government still talks about 
sound democratic practices in the absence of the fundamental grounds for such 
practices, namely, the reliance of the regime on a popular wi’.l expressed in 

free and impartial elections. 


Attempt To Influence Consciences With Material Benefits 


What has been done and is being done against the lawyers Union Council is not 
the only regrettable action. What is seen on the occasion of every professional 
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or factional election is that the ruling authority tries to influence the voters 
by waving in front of them promises of material benefits and advantages if the 
candidate the authority likes wins and that this authority slanders and under- 
mines those with whom it is displeased with all the means and methods at its 
disposal. The government then speaks of shame and of protecting values from 
shame. 


If we review the so-called national papers on the occasion of each of these 
elections, we find numerous attractive promises and projects to which the citi- 
zens aspire, such as housing, health care, job benefits, professional pensions 
and other plans. 


The judiciary itself, which is an independent authority that we must all be 
eager to spare partisan maneuvers, has not been spared these methods. We have 
already referred to the visits of Anwar Abu-Sahli, the former minister of jus- 
tice, to the courts before the holding of the Judges Club elections and to the 
minister's statements during the visits--statements that the papers used to pub- 
lish with the aim of supporting one group against another. What is more, 40,000 
pounds were put at the disposal of the former minister as a permanent loan from 
the budget of the presidential office to dispose of in favor of [certain] judges 
without any objective controls. This is unreasonable because it undermines the 
independence of the judiciary and the dignity of the judges. We hope that the 
present minister of justice has put an end to this practice, especially since 

it has become evident that these methods failed to achieve their aim. 


What is more, the Alexandria University Faculty Club was given a check for 20,000 
pounds from the presidential office budget after President al-Sadat met with 

the university professors and prior to the election of the club's new executive 
council. This matter is not within the jurisdiction of the presidential office 
and we do not believe that the office has an allocation for this purpose. 


[tr the Judges Club needs additional aid from the state, then let a financial ap- 
propriation be allocated for it from the people's money and in the budget of the 
ministry concerned, the Ministry of Justice, so that the club may dispose of the 
.oney knowingly and in accordance with objective regulations it issues. Similar- 
ly, if the clubs of university faculties need financial aid, then this aid must 
be underlined in the budget of the Ministry of Educatiun in accordance with the 
financial laws in force. 


On the occasion of the incidents at the Lawyers Union, we hear today about 
periodic meetings between the officials and young lawyers, about the Democratic 
National Party's Ltwyers Fellowship Fund, about grants to be given to young law- 
yers when they open their offices and when they get married, about the appointment 
of a lawyer to every investment company and about increased unionist pensions 
without an increase in the registration fees, whereas there is an inevitable 
mathematical connection between revenues, subscriptions, insurance benefits and 
pensions. We also hear about reforms in the working conditions of the lawyers 

in the government's and public sector's legal administrations and so forth. 


we then read a personal slander against the Lawyers Union Council members deal- 
ing with their financial spending and their national belief. This slander goes 
even further to attack whoever supports them in defense of democracy, freedom 

of expression and unionist liberties. Moreover, a statement written by a brother 


53 








lawyer, signed by Muhammad Rashwan, second deputy speaker of the People's Assenm- 
bly, and published in MAY, organ of the ruling party, falsely accuses AL-SHA'B 
of using abusive language to describe the group of lawyers who attacked the 
union. This is something that has not happened. 


Involving So-Called National Press in Partisan Conflicts 


It has become most obvious that the so-called national papers and the Radio and 
Television Union, which is considered a national utility, have all been thrown 
into the battle by the authority so that they can take its side. It is thus be- 
coming more and more certain day after day that MAY is not the only paper that 
speaks for the ruling Democratic National Party but that all the so-called 
national papers and the Radio and Television Union are also agencies speaking 
for this party. They only publish about the other political parties those 
statements or information that the ruling party provides and that undermine 
these parties. They refuse to publish whatever we or any other opponents send 
to them to correct the faulty reports or information they publish. They refuse 
to publish this material even though the law requires them to do so. Then they 
speak of freedom of the press and of the supremacy of law! 


Moreover, MAY exploits the influence of the ruling party for which it speaks to 
acquire the largest amount of government and public sector advertising, whereas 
before the revolution efforts were exerted to distribute such advertisements 
among the various papers fairly, and this is also what is done in no small nunm- 
ber of foreign countries. Meanwhile, AL-SHA'B is denied such advertisements, 
except for a very few that are permitted so as to deny something that is decided 
officially and only on condition that the advertisement is published in accor- 
dance with prearranged dimensions and photographs, because AL-SHA'B is an opposi- 
tion paper. 


MAY has also exploited its position to have his eminence Dr ‘Abd al-Rahim Bisar, 
the shaykh of al-Azhar, write articles in its supplement AL-LIWA' AL-ISLAMI 
[Islamic Banner]. This is incompatible with the status of the shaykh of al- 
Azhar in his capacity as the highest ulema of the Islamic religion and the 
symbol of this faith, who must steer clear of the embarrassment of being 
depicted as a partisan or a supporter of the ruling party. 


Various Forms of Corrupting Life 


Considering that law No 33 of 1978 pertaining to safeguarding the domestic front 
and social peace denies whoever caused the corruption of political life before 
the revolution the exercise of his political rights, and considering that this 
law even permits the denial to any citizen of his political rights if he now 
commits any actions liable to corrupt the country's political life, aren't the 
various forms that we have mentioned likely to cause such corruption? What is 
the opinion of the socialist public prosecutor, of those who have laid down 

this law and those who have supported it? 
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WEEKLY LABOR PARTY SYMPOSIUM HITS RULING PARTY ATTEMPTS TO STIFLE DEMOCRACY 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 117, 21 Jul 81 p 2 


[Article: "Ibrahim Shukri: Some Leaders of Ruling Party Distort Egypt's 
Image; Ruling Party Seeks To Control Lawyers Union Council; Fu'ad Nushi: 
Nobody Has the Right To Distribute Accusations Against Opposition; Muhammad 
Kamal Farraj: Islam Is Both Religion and Government and Is the Only Way Out of 
Our Current Crisis" ] 


[Text] Engineer Ibrahim Shukri, chairman of the Socialist Labor Party, has 
underlined the failure of the Democratic National Party's endeavors to slander 
the opposition and to turn it into a hanger on which to drape its mistakes and 
its failure to solve our people's problems. Shukri also stressed that these 
endeavors will do democracy no good at all and will not solve our problems. 


At the weekly symposium held by the party last Tuesday evening, Ibrahim Shukri 
said that a lot of what some leaders of the ruling National Party do distorts 
Egypt's image. Instead of portraying Egypt as the country of liberty, democracy, 
opinion and counter opinion, these leaders commit actions that harm the image of 
democracy in Egypt. If the opposition criticizes these undemocratic actions, 
they sa, that the criticism is levelled against President al-Sadat personally. 

in this way they hide behind the president in his capacity as chairman of the 
Democratic National Party because they are incapable of answering the opposi- 
tion’s criticism. 


Strange Celebration 


The Socialist Labor Party chairman went on to add: The Democratic National Party 
celebrated its third anniversary last week, imagining that it has completed its 
structures, They held a celebration that was broadcast by radio and television 
and in which what is serious mingled with what is funny. What is peculiar to 
their party was also mixed with what belongs rightfully to the people. 


It is not their right to compel the people to see this celebration. They think 
that this will gain them popularity, but the people know the reality despite 
all the appearances with which they surrounded their celebration and despite 
what was published in the papers to say that the Democratic National Party is 
not strong because President al-Sadat heads it but because it exists among the 
people. 
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[If it is desired to establish a truly sound democratic life, then the Egyptian 
citizen must have the full right to choose the party he wants without incurring 
any harm and President al-Sadat must be content with the presidency of the re- 
public and must leave the party chairmanship to some other member selected by 
the party so that the various political currents and parties may struggle with- 
out pressure and so that the president acts ultimately as the referee among 
them. 


We demanded this in our party's program but some people in the ruling party 
answered that the president of the republic in other countries has the right 
to choose and head the party he wants. 


But the political conditions and traditions in Egypt are different from those 

in other countries. We are still close to the era of the totalitarian system 
under which the president of the republic was the chairman of the only political 
organization in the country. President al-Sadat himself was the chairman of 

the Arab Socialist Union. 


Hiding Behind the President of the Republic 


Ibrahim Shukri added: If the ruling National Party wants to establish a truly 
sound democratic life, then let it stop hiding behind the president of the re- 
public and let it abolish the restrictions it has imposed on the formation of 
parties, such as the need to present the names of the founders of a party to the 
Consultative Assembly so that they may be presented 3 months later to the parties 
committee. Let the ruling party abolish all the shackles restricting liberties. 
Some of these shackles include restrictions that are in conflict with democracy 
and that are imposed by the emergency laws, such as the state security courts 

and preventive detention. Let the party also stop those actions that are hos- 
tile to existing democratic institutions such as the Lawyers Union. 


What is surprising is that some of the ruling party's leaders claim that the Law- 
yers Union Council does not have the right or the jurisdiction to discuss public 
issues connected with Egypt's destiny, whereas the lay governing the union and 
the union's bylaws state clearly its right to discuss national issues as well as 
issues concerning the Arab homeland. 


It is natural that the lawyers, who are entrusted with defending the people's 
rights, have the right and the duty to discuss public issues and the citizen's 
liberties. 


Therefore, what is said about the union having exceeded its right is not correct. 


What is also surprising is to hear some of the National Party leaders say that it 
is not the right of the Lawyers Union Council to discuss the peace treaty when a 
popular referendum was conducted on it. 


It is as if the referendums that are held meet the legal guarantees necessary to 
insure their impartiality and correctness. The courts are still looking into 
cases brought before them by lawyers from the party on the legality of these 
referendums. There are numerous legal violations that do not reassure us very 
much regarding the outcome of these referendums. 
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But what some members of the Democratic National Party claim against the Law- 

yers Union Council isintended to form a People's Assembly fact-finding commit- \ 
tee and then to refer the issue to the social prosecutor so that he may propose 
amendments to the law governing the legal profession to avoid what has happened 

in the tuture, so that there may be another authority to bring the lawyers to 

account--an authority other than the one stipulated by the current law--and so 

as tc amend the method by which the union councii is formed so that the ruling 

party can guarantee its control over the new council. 


Judges Club Also 


[brahim Shukri also pointed out that there are views in the Democratic National 
Party calling for reorganization [i'adat shahr] ] of clubs and some other organ- 
izations so as to force the Judges Club to reorganize and to change its executive 
council, whose election was a slap at the former minister of justice. 


The opposition leader pointed out that all these tricks cannot form a strong 
party. A strong party is one that is guided by leaders capable of shouldering 
responsibility, of discussing issues objectively and of acting in accordance 
with the constitution and the law. 


Tale of Photograph 


Fu'ad Nushi, Socialist Labor Party information secretary, then said: A1-SHA'B 
has published on its front page a photograph of the People's Assembly speaker 
bowing before the head of the executive authority. 


This photograph caused a delay in the printing of AL-SHA'B. We merely copied 
it from MAY and republished it, and he who transmits atheism is not an atheist. 
The difficulties were surmounted only after the chief editor of AL-SHA'B 
announced that we would publish the edition with a blank space where the pic- 
ture was to appear and let the readers understand what they want. It was only 
thus that the officials of AL-AHRAM were persuaded to print AL-SHA'B. 


This photograph has shown that the legislative authority bows before the execu- 
tive authority even though the 1971 constitution underlines the independence of 
the legislative authority from the executive authority. 


Attack Against All 


The party's information secretary went on to say: How I wish the Democratic 
National Party chairman, in his address during the celebration of the party's 
anniversary, had not attacked all the other forces in Egypt. He attacked the 
imams of mosques and accused them of swerving from the law. He also attacked 
the Lawyers Union and accused it of deviating from the law. He attacked the 
various opposition parties as if he were entitled to issue judgments against 


the other parties and to draw up their policies for them. He even accused the 
U.S. journalist who had sent a dispatch to the television station for which he 
rks of forgery, falsehood and of implementing a hostile scheme! 
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Fu'ad Nushi pointed out that the Lawyers Union Council was, for example, accused 
of being against peace because of its opposition to the two Camp David treaties, 
whereas Egypt has seen numerous treaties that have been opposed by numerous 
forces. None of those forces were accused of betraying Egypt or of selling out 
Egypt. 


The 1936 treaty that was concluded by a front consisting of various parties led 
by Mustafa al-Nahhas, the then prime minister, was opposed by two parties, 
namely, the original National Party and the Young Egypt Party. Nobody levelled 
against them such accusations as the ones we hear today. The opposition of 
those two parties to the treaty continued until Mustafa al-Nahhas stood before 
the National Assembly in 1951 to say: For the sake of Egypt I signed the 1936 
treaty and for the sake of Egypt I now ask you to abrogate it. 


In 1954, the late president Jamal ‘Abd al-Nasir concluded with Britain a treaty 
for evacuation of the Suez Canal. Numerous forces opposed the treaty, but they 
were not accused of treason. 


In 1957, ‘Abd al-Nasir abrogated the treaty in the wake of the tripartite aggres- 
sion on the canal. 


President al-Sadat himself concluded a friendship treaty with the Soviet Union 
in 1971. Numerous forces opposed the provisions of the treaty. Just 1 year 
later, President al-Sadat abrogated the treaty. 


So it is not unusual for political forces to declare their opposition to a 
treaty. What is surprising is that such forces are accused of treason and of 
selling out Egypt. 


Islam Is Religion and State 


Muhammad Kamal Farraj, a lawyer and a party member, then said: We often hear 
these days that there is no politics in religion and no religion in politics, 
whereas the venerable Koran, God's prophet--may God's peace and prayers be upon 
him, the caliphs, the religious legists and the events of history teach us that 
Islam is both religion and state. 


Egypt, which is not ruled by Islam, criticizes the Iranian regime, which rules 
by Islam. We truly disagree with the Iranian regime in its disposing of its 
foes without open trials and without giving the defendant the full right to 
defend himself. But the Iranian regime has succeeded in making every Iranian 
cling to Islam as religion and state. 


On the last day of his life, God's prophet warned us of a day when seditions 
multiply among the Muslims. When God's prophet was asked what was the way to 
overcome them, he said: "God's book and the sunna of His prophet." 


Therefore, the only way to overcome our crisis lies in God's book and in the 


sunna of His prophet. Only then will we find the alternatives they are asking 
us to present to the Camp David treaty. 
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Will Palestine's Tragedy Be Repeated in Egypt 


Former Brig Gen Zakariya al-Wardani, a Labor Party member, then made an address 
in which he said: The papers have published a bill offering state-owned desert 
land for sale in public auction. Joint-stock companies have been permitted to 
own 50,000 feddans of such lands. The bill contains no condition requiring the 
stockholders in these companies to be Egyptian. Thus, the Jews can form joint- 
stock companies to buy Egyptian land so that the Palestine tragedy may be re- 
peated. 


The matter is not confined to this. In accordance with the provisions of this 
bill, the state will offer the companies that own the land numerous facilities, 
including the construction on this land of utilities necessary to cultivate it 
and the supplying of irrigation water to it. 


This means that the Egyptian people will shoulder the expense necessary to cul- 
tivate these lands. So why should the lands be sold to foreign companies when 
the Egyptians are known to be the most skillful people on earth in reclaiming 
land? 


The bill also states that the president of the republic has the right to dispose 
of the Sinai lands and lands irrigated by rainwater or from ruined wells. Is 

it wise to give the head of the state the right to sell Sinai land? What will 
we do if Israeli companies purchase vast areas strategically controlling the 
Sinai Peninsula so that they can force us to convey to these lands Nile water 
that will then flow through plastic pipes to the Negev Desert? 


Ten Zionist companies can purchase 500,000 feddans in the Sinai so that they can 
shortly afterwards control the fate of our national security. 


Complete Retrogression 


Mustafa al-Safafi, a youth from the Labor Party, then said: What is happening 
to the Lawyers Union is a complete retrogression from democracy, which is less 
dangerous than the normalization of relations with Israel or the attack on the 
Iraqi nuclear reactor. 
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RELIGION, POLITICS ANALYZED 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 117, 21 Jul 81 pp 16, 12 
[Article by Fathi Radwan: ''Religion and Politics"] 


[Text] There is no doubt that Islam has not laid down for the Islamic govern- 
ment or state limits that outline its detailed characteristics. Rules suitable 
for it in one country can only produce corruption in another and what sets mat- 
ters aright at one time twists and troubles them at another. 


But it is not true that Islam, in both the venerable Koran and the sunna, has 
totally ignored, or even partially ignored, the system of government. It states 
the bases on which Islamic rule is established, the most important being: Jus- 
tice, consultation and urging Muslims to advise the ruler, to exert efforts to 
correct him and lead him on the right path, to watch him, to criticize him 
openly if he disobeys God's order or if he exposes the interest of the public 

to danger, to censure him, boycott his council and refrain from mingling with 
evil people and flatterers who get close to him. In this regard, there is ample 
evidence from the Koran, the sunna, the true history of the successors of the 
prophet, may God's peace and prayers be upon him, and from the prophet's compan- 
ions--evidence that fills the pages of Islamic history, even in its darkest eras 
during which tyranny prevailed and opportunists and those who practice evil 
deeds for the rulers dominated. 


The fact is that I do not intend here to write an article or present a study 

on Islam and the bases of government on the occasion of what has been published 
in the papers on this subject or of what has been summed up from the book of 

Dr ‘Abd al-Hamid Mutawalli, the professor of general law at the Police College 
and then at the Alexandria Law School and the author of numerous books on law 
and sociology. What I want to deal with here is a thought that is often accom- 
panied by that which erases its truth and that casts upon it shadows that make 
it seem vague. 


I mean by this thought the connection of politics with religion. Some imagine 
that religion, by virtue of its being a way to know God, to worship God and to 
discern and abide by the rules of worship so as to purify and elevate the soul 
and purge and enlighten the heart, does not mix with politics and does not come 
close to them because politics seek to attain worldly purposes, to acquire the 
world's goods, to gain supporters and to destroy enemies. But it is proven by 
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the history of sacred and secular religions that religions have been accompanied 
and pursued by politics since the start of the call. Religions have devoted the 
major part of their attention to changing the societies in which they took their 
first steps. the first thing they tried to change is the system of government 
in society. This is why the ruling class, the people in power and the decision 
makers have been the first to oppose, besiege, denounce and ridicule a new reli- 
gion and probably end up killing it. The venerable Koran recounts what befalls 
prophets at the outset of their call, in more than one place and more than one 
form, at the hands of the people in power. 


if we start with the oldest sacred religion, namely Judaism, we find God's order 
to His prophet Moses, telling him, according to what is recounted in the Taha 
chapter of the Koran, "Go to Pharaoh because he has become a tyrant" and then 
God's order to Moses and his brother Aaron telling them "Go to Pharaoh because 
he has become a tyrant." 


Religion turns first of all to the head of the existing authority because corrup- 
tion emanates from this authority and because the authority's corruption emanates 
from its head. 


In its early stages, Judaism was tantamount to a direct struggle between Moses 

and Aaron on the one hand and Pharaoh on the other. In most of the secular reli- 
gions, the quality of the supreme ruler and of the worshiped God has been attrib- 
uted to the person of the king. Al-Qasas chapter of the Koran states that Pharaoh 
said: "0 masses, I know of no god for you other than me." 


Even though Jesus Christ avoided clashing with the authority and even though His 
words "render unto Caesar what is Caesar's and unto God what is God's" are 
widely quoted, Caesar could not let Him persist in His call because Pilate, 
Caesar's representative, wanted to appease the Jews and their leader Herodias 

so he succumbed to their clear, definite and repeated demand: "Crucify Him, 
crucify Him," meaning crucify Jesus the son of Mary, whom God elevated [to 
heaven]. But the Jews saw that the demand was fulfilled and that Christ was 
crucified. 


This means that the authority grew impatient with the new call and saw that there 
would be no peace and no security among the people unless it got rid of the new 
prophet. 


The authority continued to fear the unarmed Christians and so it pursued then, 

threw them to the lions and ridiculed their call, which was spreading and tri- 

umphing in implementation of God's words: "We have sent no messenger but to be 
obeyed on the sufferance of his God." 


The matter culminated with Constantine's declaration of Christianity as the re- 
ligion of the empire. The empire then split into two parts: An eastern part 
with Byzantium--Constantinople--as its capital and in which religion was merged 
in the empire and a western part with Rome as its capital. The popes of this 
part continued to be in conflict with the emperors and the caesars and this 
conflict took the form of wars from which the Christians suffered the worst 
misery until a truce was reached between the pope and the church on the one 
hand and the emperor and the state on the other. 
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As for Islam, the leaders of Quraysh who were in power and were the masters of 
Mecca realized that the new religion would topple their rule and eliminate 
their domination unless they pounced on it. They tried as hard as they could 
to get rid of Muhammad and his religion. But the word of faith gained the 
upper hand and the word of the infidel fell into the abyss. 


During the first years of the Islamic call, prophet Muhammad, may God's peace 
and prayers be upon him, decided that it was necessary to send messages to the 
kings, leaders and princes of the area adjacent to the Arab Peninsula to inform 
them of the new religion and to urge them to adopt it. This was a must on the 
one hand and a logical thing on the other because it was impossible to effect 
the change that Islam sought except by changing the rule prevalent in the area 
and based on worshiping and deifying the ruler and undermining the importance 
of people or viewing them as cattle and animals. This is why the new call 
clashed with the authority and why the long struggle that accompanied Islam at 
the outset and then the Islamic states until the present erupted between the two 
sides. 


The states, especially in Europe, have remained wary of any open religion or any 
call that sets religion as custodian or lives under its canopy because states 
have realized the attraction of religion and its deep influence on the soul. 
They feared for their lives from the rise of religious associations, which soon 
begin to play a political role due to the absence of barriers and obstacles 
between religion and politics and due to religion's connection *.ith politics 
since the start of religions. It is proven that there has been no successful 
religious movement that has not been adopted by a political authority. If the 
authority cannot adopt the movement, then it declares all-out war against it. 
The Wahhabi movement has been the means of Al Sa'ud and has spread their control 
over the eastern Arab Peninsula. The Mahdi movement in Sudan started as a 
movement of dervishes and ended up as a state that Britain was unable to subdue 
for a long time. 


States inthe east and the west have to have a connection with the religion preva- 
lent among their people. The king of Britain is the head of the Protestant 
Church. Even the (internally) secular states, such as France, are protectors 
of the people's prevalent sect (externally). France is the protector of 
Catholicism. All the colonialist countries spend money and exert their influ- 
ence behind the Christian missionary movements and use them to spread their 
political influence, their trade and their language. Mahatma Candhi, who was 

a superb example of religious tolerance, noted that the head of the missionary 
group in each of India's states was closely connected with the British military 
ruler and that the two coordinated their plans to perpetuate the submission of 
the Indians--both Muslims and Hindus--to the king or queen of Britain and 
emperor of India. 


In the wake of World War II, Christian parties spread in Europe, despite Europe's 
weak faith in religion and Europe's rebellion against it. The major party in 
Italy, Germany and other countries became the Christian Democratic Party. 


From all this, it becomes contrary to the nature of things to imagine that re- 


ligious associations can be isolated politicaliy and kept from becoming inter- 
ested in political problems. Religion is by its nature a human movement, as we 
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have said, whose goal is to reform man's condition, to enhance human societies 
and purge them of oppression, corruption and exploitation of the weak. There- 
fore, those in charge of religion will find themselves in the center of politi- 
cal action sooner or later. They may be pushed out of the political arena by 
law but such an expulsion cannot endure. The day will come when a government 
will find itself forced to seek the aid of these associations, to ally itself 
with them or to extend a hand to them in order to attain power. 


But there is a big difference between having religious associations engage in 
the ceuntry's general policy and using religion as a means to influence the 
minds of the naive, to debase public action into charlatanism and deceit and to 
deiude the common people into believing that the heads of religious associations 
have qualities that help them perform miracles. 


I have said repeatedly that atheism among the youth is not so much due to the 
direct propagation of atheism by people whose hearts have run out of faith in 
religion as it is due to the failure of the men of religion to fight corruption, 
especially political corruption, in the country, due to their silence over op- 
pression in its various forms, their appeasement of the government--following 
its bandwagon, justifying its evil, absolving its (tyranny) and its weakness, 
its exploitation of the weak, its negligence of the poor and its plundering of 
public money. Mistrust of the man of religion shakes faith in religion itself. 
The youth cannot differentiate between religion and its man. 


This is why it is our duty to rejoice whenever we see a clergyman sincere in 
his resolution to fight the various forms of weakness in society, expressing 
his struggle in courage, firmness and self-denial, in facing danger, in rising 
above self-interest, in steering clear of personal ambition and in his sound 
awareness of the connection between pure worship and a clean public life free 
of blemishes and flaws. 


Finally, we admit that Islam has not put the political authority in a rigid 
frame imposed on people in every age and everywhere. But this is one thing and 
religion's avoidance of politics, its steering away from politics and its in- 
ability to deal with politics is something else. 


The first is a correct statement, whereas the second is a false statement. 
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tDITORIAL REITERATES LABOR PARTY POSITION ON LAWYERS UNION ISSUE 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 118, 28 Jul 81 pl 
[Editcrial: "He Lies Knowingly"] 


[Text] Our position toward the Lawyers Union issue is the same as our position 
toward the issues of freedom, democracy and the supremacy of law in our country. 


Freedom, democracy and the supremacy of law are an indivisible whole and a sin- 
gle value that cannot be divided into portions, with the biggest going to the 
ruling party and the small portions going to the orphans sitting at the table 
of the wicked. 


Participation by the parties with the ruling party in discussing a decision be- 
fore it is issued and their participation with it in formulating and issuing a 
decision does not constitute custodianship by the opposition over the strong 
[ruling] party. Exclusive control of power by the ruling party by virtue of 
its devastating, sweeping, overwhelming and overpowering (to the end of such 
descriptions) majority poses to the ruling party the danger of being turned in- 
to a single party enjoying the oppression and dictatorship of the majority. 
This is one of the dangers threatening democracy in the multiparty system. 


This has been evident in the ruling party's nandling of the Lawyers Union issue. 


fhe ruling party has already waged, either closely or from afar, a number of 
election battles in a number of professional unions. 


Despite the [lack of] all reservations in using government and public sector 
vehicles, including vehicles of the Arab Contractors Company, to transport 
voters and despite all the promises made before [the election of] these general 
assemblies, the final decision still rested with the voters in the general 
assemblies of the journalists, engineers, agronomists and teachers unions. 


Despite our objective, unionist and professional reservation on the appointment 
of the minister of agriculture as chairman of the Agronomists Union and the 
deputy minister of education as the chairman of the Teachers Union, the ulti- 
mate choice fof union council members] was made by the members of the general 
assemblies. 


But the situation in the Lawyers Union hs been different. In the latest 
general assembly, the ruling party candidate withdrew and the general assembly 
then proceeded to elect whomever it wanted. 
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Whatever the ruling party's opinion of the Lawyers Union Council, of any other 
union, of the chairman of the Lawyers Union or of any other union chairman, 
this party has no power over them. The only power is in the hands of the 
general assemblies. Any other step constitutes an aggression against the 
union's independence, freedom and unity. This is in violation of the consti- 
tution, the law, international treaties and the principles and rights of free- 
dom and democracy. 

This has been our position toward this issue and this will be our position 
toward any similar issue in the future. 


This has been our position in the People's Assembly. This position has not been 
undermined by the lies issued within the People's Assembly by a member of the 
ruling party who took refuge behind his membership in the ruling party and the 
People's Assembly and behind the protection of the platform, which did not stop 
him from fabricating lies and issuing them in the face of the opposition leader. 


The hardest thing for a man is to lie, knowing that he is lying, and to act 
ridiculous in a serious situation, knowing that he is acting ridiculous in a 
serious situation. 
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SHUKRI RAPS GOVERNMENT HANDLING OF LAWYERS UNION ISSUE 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 118, 28 Jul 81 p 3 


[Article by Eng Ibrahim Shukri: "Difference Between Truth and Slander, Between 
Objectivity and Revilement"] 


[Text] The members of the Labor Party in the People's Assembly have carried 
out their duty vis-a-vis the Lawyers Union issue with an objectivity based on 
principles. Their undertaking of this duty has no personal or partisan motives. 
No member of the Lawyers Union Council is a member of the Labor Party. Neither 
is this undertaking connected with the exchange of benefits. Somebody with a 
sick mind has said that we take the side of the legitimate Lawyers Union Coun- 
cil because it purchased 5,000 copies of AL-SHA'B. We previously supported the 
Journalists Union with all our strength when consideration was being given to 
turning it into a club. This is not our first stand in support of the profes- 
sional unions and in support of strengthening them. 


But the sick and weak souls who do not understand the meaning of partiality to 
the truth because it is the truth and partiality to the principles of honesty 
and ethics because they are the basic qualities that must be present in those 
engaged in public issues cannot relish such partiality. These sick and weak 
souls live with the principle of realizing benefits or of exchanging benefits 
according to the common proverb: "You scratch my back and I'll scratch yours." 


The truth is that the Lawyers Union issue, from the time it erupted as the result 
of observations by President al-Sadat, the chairman of the ruling party, on the 
actions of some members of the Lawyers Union Council until it ended with the is- 
suance of a law by the People's Assembly terminating the council's membership 
and asking the minister of justice to issue a decree appointing another council, 
is a great catastrophe in which the ruling party has sunk to the abyss of mis- 
takes because of insincere, and even tendentious, advice given to President 
al-Sadat. 


We cannot imagine that the greatest accomplishment of the 23 July anniversary 
is the issuance of a law destroying the legitimate structure of the oldest 
professional union in Egypt--a union elected in accordance with an existing law 
in an election that involved no contest. 


If we review the facts, we would find astounding things. But as the popular 
saying goes, "a goal is a disease." 
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26 June [1981] was set as the date for convening the postponed meeting of an 
ordinary general assembly of the lawyers. A genius idea occurs to the minds 

of Fikri Makram 'Ubayd, lawyer ‘Abdallah ‘Ali Hasan and a third person hold- 
ing an important ministerial position. This idea says that an attack can be 
arranged against this general assembly with hordes of workers of the legal 
departments of the public sector companies so that these hordes can withdraw 
their confidence from the union council and from the chairman of the Lawyers 
Lnion even though they all know that a withdrawal of confidence requires a 
different procedure. Letters are written by Deputy Prime Minister Fikri Mak- 
ram 'Ubayd to the minister of economy asking him for a specific request, 
namely, that members of the legal administrations attend this ordinary general 
assembly and declare no confidence in the union council. Deputy Prime Minister 
Fikri Makram 'Ubayd has admitted this fact and has justified it as a partisan 
action. But is partisan action carried out with a letter from the deputy prime 
minister to the minister of economy asking him to contact the companies or is 
it carried out by having the ruling party's organizational secretariat issue 
instructions to the lawyers who are members of the party? Thev thought that 
such a demonstration would be enough to topple the union council. 


On 2/7 June, President al-Sadat made a speech in Damanhur saying that confidence 
had been withdrawn from the Lawyers Union Council. When it became evident that 
the actions that had been carried out could not have the proper legal effect, 
the idea of another measure that could settle the insurmountable issue of the 
Lawyers Union Council, namely, the idea of issuing a law, developed. 


Then top-level discussions are held within the political leadership of the ruling 
party. MAY has published a photograph of these discussions during the entertain- 
ment party held at al-Ma'murah on the occasion of the third anniversary of the 
founding of the ruling party. The photograph shows President al-Sadat sitting 

on a not very high couch with Vice President Husni Mubarak sitting on his right 
and the People's Assembly speaker bowing in front of him, with his hands resting 
on the table. The photograph shows them all busy talking and carries the follow- 
ing caption: "Discussion on Law Governing Legal Profession." The matter is 
arranged so that it may be completed with lightning speed. An announcement is 
made that the People's Assembly, which had been given a vacation during the 
month of Ramadan and whose next meeting was scheduled for 8 August, has been 
summoned to meet at the request of the deputy prime minister to discuss urgent 
tax legislation. The announcement specifies three important bills, namely, the 
consumption tax bill, the income tax bill and the companies bill. 


What is surprising is that the assembly held seven meetings in 2 weeks and dis- 
cussed only one of the urgent bills, the consumption tax bill. Discussion of 
this bill had been postponed [before the assembly's vacation] for the sake of 
further study and at the request of Deputy Prime Minister Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din 
himself, who had agreed to have the bill discussed after the holiday. 


It is to be noted that some sort of an argument had broken out between the 
deputy prime minister and the People's Assembly speaker over the postponement 
request and that debate on the other bills was delayed till after the holiday. 
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So what happened and why this hurried summoning of the assembly? But "when 

the reason becomes known, amazement disappears.'' The reason was to prepare 

for the issuance of this law to massacre the Lawyers Union--preparation started 
with the well-known letter from the president of the republic to the People's 
Assembly speaker, with the fact-finding committee and with the proposed bill 
submitted by a star rising in the ranks of the ruling party and falling, at 

the same time, in the eyes of the people's masses. 


The one who has drawn my attention to these expressions is the parliamentary 
commentator of AKHBAR AL-YAWM, who has said that this star's skill in maneuver- 
ing will be beneficial to him as chairman of the [Lawyers] Union club. 


Then Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din stands to make an address in which he strays from 

the facts and from objectivity and describes my statements and my defense of 

the need to preserve the entity of the Lawyers Union and to try to reform mat- 
ters, insofar as the ruling party lawyers are concerned, by amending the arti- 
cle governing the special [union] general assembly. The deputy prime minister 
then describes my statements as the "shedding of false -ars" over freedom and 
democracy. May Cod forgive and honor him. The depv.y prime minister knows per- 
fectly well that I speak only of what I believe in and what I defend sincerely 


and truthfully and knows that I have never pretended in my life. 


He then talked of the Lawyers Union, saying that it had almost become a politi- 
cal party. There is no harm in his imagining such a thing. But then he sunk 
lower, to say that the union was the local representative of the Arab front 
rejecting Camp David. While using such a impolite description, the deputy prime 
minister demands with such great skill that the most accomplished actor would 
envy him: "Please don't interrupt." 


Instead of asking not to be interrupted, I had expected the deputy prime minis- 
ter to say that he was sorry for this rash expression and to say that what he 
had meant was that they [Lawyers Union members] had permitted themselves to be- 
come an echo of the Rejection Front. But 0, Dr Fu'ad, O man of noble descent, 
have you uttered the words "local representative" to describe the most deep- 
rooted professional union in Egypt! 


Considering that the first deputy prime minister, who represents President al- 
Sadat in the People's Assembly in the president's capacity as prime minister, 
had given the go-ahead signal for slander and vituperation, it was natural that 
lawyer ‘Abdallah 'Ali Hasan would proceed to make an address full of fabrica- 
tions, slander and lies, remote from objectivity and unrelated to the proposal 
I had submitted for amending one article of the law instead of issuing a law to 
destroy the Lawyers Union. This lawyer abandoned objective discussion and pro- 
ceeded to talk about alleged meetings and about invitations from Saudi princes. 
I stress here that any talk about a meeting between me and Rif'at al-Asad in 
Damascus or about meetings with Saudi princes, not to mention eating at their 
tables, is an altogether false fabrication. This is the truth. But I must 
hasten to say that if I do receive an invitation from a Saudi prince I will be 
happy to take it up as long as it serves my country's interest. If others rush 
and boast of meeting Israel's leaders, then it is surprising that it becomes 
disgraceful for an Egyptian to meet with an Arab as long as such a meeting is 
not for plotting and harms no national interest. 
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But the malicious significance behind the talk about eating at the tables of 
Arab princes is that it means benefiting from those who give these banquets. 

I hope that lawyer ‘Abdallah 'Ali Hasan will ask prominent leaderships in the 
Nationa! Party about this because they can give him good advice on this matter. 


Why Withdraw? 


‘he reader may wonder why I and members of the Labor Party withdrew from the 
session and why I dind't wait to answer the repeated fabrications. I say 

that our withdrawal was in protest of the platform, which failed to direct the 
speaking member to be objective and not to try to undermine the dignity of 
another member or to insult him and level accusations against him. This will not 
be a revered assembly if we allow every member to make false accusations against 
his colleagues and depart from the objectivity to which we must all cling. More- 
over, I will discuss the matter with lawyers to bring a civil libel suit before 
the courts against whomever I believe to have taken part in an endeavor to make 
false accusations against me. 


I say with utter sincerity that I would have attached no significance to these 
matters that pertain to me personally if the dialog, regardless of how heated, 
had ended up setting matters aright and returning to reason and had there been 

a change of mind on issuing the law to kill the Lawyers Union with premeditation. 
This law that has been issued terminates themembership of the legally elected 
union council and allows confidence to be withdrawn from such a council by a 
special general assembly that can be assemgled easily by modifying the legal 
quorum required for its convocation. 


But they [the ruling party] did not listen to the voice of reason, as if they 
had been pushed to realize a certain goal and at a certain time, regardless of 
the consequences and damage caused by such action in terms of abandoning the 
spirit of the constitution. There are those who whisper and say that the mea- 
sures taken against the Lawyers Union and against the imams of mosques at this 
particular time and before President al-Sadat's trip to the United States echo 
the Israeli foreign minister's complaint that Egypt has violated the provisions 
of the treaty by failing to put an end to the campaigns launched by some against 
the outcome of Camp David or an end to the call to stop the normalization of 
relations. These whispers also say that official Egypt doesn't want to give 
Israel any pretext for not implementing any of the treaty's provisions when the 
two sides meet with the third partner who shoulders an equal responsibility and 
who, moreover, has pledged to Israel that he will guarantee implementation. It 
is as if Israel has fulfilled what it had undertaken, as if it has brought the 
selr-rule negotiations to a successful conclusion or as if it has established 
peace in the area! 


President al-Sadat will go to the United States to meet Reagan while smoke is 
still rising from the Beirut fires, from the oil refinery and from the refugee 
tents, and even from the Iraqi nuclear reactor. Begin's threats that he will 
strike anywhere he wishes are still reverberating in the area. 


[ft is not before the statements of Begin and those like him, who have been 
proven not to want to establish peace, that we take a long pause. The talk 
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must be addressed directly to the United States. If the United States doesn't 
feel a real danger to its interests and to its relations with the Arab coun- 
tries, it will continue to support Begin's intransigence and arrogance. 


It is on this premise that we have heard of resolutions adopted by meetings of 
the Arab countries and on this premise that I have heard numerous opinions 
emanating from the national leaders of the opposition factions at the political 
meeting in Alexandria--resolutions and opinions that the U.S. aid to Israel 
must not continue at the expense of Arab interests and, also, at the expense 

of Arab interests and, also, at the expense of U.S. interests. As for us, we 
know the path of the call we have advocated to warn of the dangers of the Zion- 
ist economic invasion. The United States must realize quickly the fact that 
Israel's curse will harm it soon. If the United States thinks that matters 
will continue to be as they are, then it is deluded. God is great and long 
live the people. 
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UNIVERSITY FACULTIES SUPPORT DISCUSSION OF DEMOCRACY, OPPOSITION'S ROLE 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 120, 11 Aug 81 p 5 


(Article: "Resolutions of Second Congress of Egyptian University Faculty Clubs; 
Stress on Discussing Issue of Democracy and Role of Opposition; Compliance With 
Boycott of Israeli Universities" ] 


[Text] The second congress of the faculty clubs of the Egyptian universities 
has underlined national unity and emphasized the need to discuss the issue of 
democracy and the role of the opposition. The congress has also reaffirmed 

its adherence to the resolution of the first congress on boycotting Israeli 
universities and has declared that Israel would not have carried out its raid 
against the nuclear reactor if the Mideast balance of power were not absolutely 
in its favor. 


The congress announced this at the meeting held at the headquarters of the 
\lexandria University Faculty Club. Following are the congress’ resolutions 
and recommendations: 


National Issues and Role of Egyptian Universities in Realizing Economic and 
Social Development 


First, the congress underlines the importance of and need for national unity and 
for renunciation of sectarian conflicts. The congress also believes that this 
unity among the sons of the deep-rooted Egyptian people, be they Muslims or 
Christians, is one of the most important mainstays of the safety of this home- 
land. The conferees underline their regret at their condemnation of the sectar- 
ian incidents. Moreover, they urge all Egyptian brothers to cling to unity and 
solidarity for the sake of the country's progress and safety. 


Second, discussing the issue of democracy and the role of opposition in this 
phase in a manner compatible with realizing the national interest: A memoran- 
dum prepared on this issue by Dr Amai 'Uthman, minister of social affairs, has 
been presented to the Presidential Advisory Council. Another memorandum pre- 
pared on the same issue by Dr al-Shafi'i Bashir, member of the council and 
chairman of al-Mansurah University Faculty Club, was also presented to the 
chairman of the Presidential Advisory Council on 27 May 1981. In view of the 


fact that university presidents and chairmen of the university faculty clubs 
are members of the said council and the fact that the club chairmen reflect the 
enlightened public opinion of the faculties of the Egyptian universities, the 








second general congress recommends that this issue be submitted to broad public 
discussion by all the clubs so that a thorough investigation of the facts con- 
nected with this issue [of democracy and the role of the opposition] can be com- 
pleted on an objective basis. The congress also recommends that the discussion 
be conducted in a sound democratic atmosphere that takes into consideration 
opinion and counteropinoin. The congress further recommends that the study 
prepared by Dr Amal ‘Uthman, the one prepared by Dr al-Shafi'i Bashir and the 
one being prepared on this issue by the Alexandria University be printed and 
distributed to all faculty members so that they are subjected to a public dis- 
cussion to be followed by specific recommendations and resolutions, provided 
that every club present its conclusions in this regard to the third general 
congress. 


Third, the second general congress reaffirms the resolution issued by the first 
congress and calling for compliance with a full boycott of Israeli universities 
in all spheres until venerable Jerusalem is liberated, until the Israeli forces 
ot aggressionwithdraw from all Egyptian and Arab territories and until the Pales- 
tinian issue is settled in a just, comprehensive and lasting manner. 


Fourth, Israeli raid on Iraqi nuclear reactor: 


The congress believes that Israel would not have carried out this raid if the 
Mideast balance of power were not absolutely in its favor. Therefore, congress 
members demand the restoration of Arab solidarity and appeal to officials in all 
parts of the Arab homeland to renounce their differences and unite their efforts 
and ranks to confront these aggressions. 


Fifth, considering that the Egyptian universities are lighthouses of learning 
and expertise that must be exploited to enhance the country’s development at 
local and national levels, the second congress recommends the need to have mem- 
bers of the university teaching faculties participate, each in his own field, 
in the national and local committees and agencies so that they can express 
their scientific and technical opinions and conduct the studies that guarantee 
the establishment and implementation of the economic and social development 


plans and programs on sound foundations. 


Sixth, the second general congress calls for providing the opportunity to the 
members of Egyptian university teaching faculties to express their specialized 
scientific opinion through the various information media so that advantage may 
be taken of available knowledge and expertise in solving the issues and problems 
from which Egyptian society is suffering. 


Issues and Problems Pertaining to Affairs of Teaching Faculty Members 


First, amending current wage and remuneration scale of the cadre in a manner 


, 


compatible with the constant rise in inflation and in the cost of living: 


l. The congress reaffirms the need to amend the university cadre in the manner 
demonstrated in the special list for the purpose proposed for implementation as 
part of the resolutions of the first congress, which was held in al-Mansurah on 
6 April 1981, along with amending the beginning salary for the job of instructor 
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so that it becomes 1,500 Egyptian pounds annually and giving a faculty member 
1 pension of ne less than 100 pounds monthly at the time of retirement or in 
the case of physical disability or early death. 


2. The congress believes that the universities must carry out their responsi- 
bility in exerting efforts to realize the interests of the teaching faculty 
members, that they must embrace the issue of improving the cadre and that the 
-cuncil of each university must issue a recommendation to amend the cadrein the 
manner proposed by the aforementioned first congress. The congress also believes 
that the university councils must present any better proposals they can think of 
tc amend the university cadre in a manner that realizes justice for the faculty 
members and lifts from their backs the injustice they suffer in comparison with 
other civil service workers, such as the judiciary, the public sector, the armed 
forces, the police and so forth. 


3. If the wage and recompense scale--the university cadre--is not completed 
[amended] by the start of the 1981-82 academic year, every Egyptian university 
faculty club should summon its members to a general assembly at its headquarters 
on Monday, 26 October 1981, to adopt a final resolution on the failure to respond 
to their just demand over which proposals and negotiations have been going on 
futilely for many years. In such a case, the third general congress should issue 
a unified resolution by which faculty members, instructors, assistant instructors 
and tutors shall abide. The third general congress is to be held at the head- 
quarters of the ‘Ayn Shams University Club at Qasr al-Za'faran, in al-'Abbasiyah, 
at 1100 on Moncay, 9 November. 


Second, dealing with the university housing crisis because of its ill effects 
on the stability of the life of faculty members: 


The congress recommends that each university undertake efforts to facilitate the 
housing of faculty members, instructors, assistant instructors and tutors within 
its vicinity by including in its annual budget the funds necessary to build 
enough housing for them. Moreover, a part of the state-owned lands should be 
set aside for the construction of this housing. Governorate councils must be 
contacted to set aside a part of the governorate-built housing for this pur- 
pose, taking into consideration the question of setting the rent for such hous- 
ing at a level compatible with the salaries that faculty members earn so that 
this rent does not exceed one-quarter of the salary. 


, providing a proper standard of health services to teaching faculty mem- 
bers, instructors, assistant instructors and tutors and exchanging such serv- 


ices among the universities: 


The first congress recommended that the Higher Universities Council establish a 
mutual system of medical services among all the universities for teaching faculty 
members and their families. So far, the council has taken no action in this 
regard. The second congress reaffirms the importance of and the need for each 
university to shoulder the responsibility of providing medical service to 

faculty members and their families either by way of a special medical service 
plan or through the public medical insurance system. 
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Fourth, the second general congress stresses the need for the decision pertain- 


ing to the promotion of a faculty member to go into effect as of the date on 
which the member submits his research and his production tothe scientific com- 
mittee concerned. The congress also recommends that the decision promoting a 
taculty member meeting the longevity requirements go into effect as of the date 
On which he submits his papers to the scientific committee concerned. 


Fifth, the congress recommends the importance of exerting efforts to provide 
proper university [academic] immunity that guarantees for university faculty 
members the appropriate conditions for performing their academic message, re- 
sponsibilities, in both teaching and writing, seriously and freely. Therefore, 
the second general congress demands that full freedom and adequate immunity be 
guaranteed to faculty members while engaging in their work and expressing their 
specialized and scientific opinions within the universities, the strongholds of 
vigilant and enlightened learning and thought. 


Issues of University Administration and Problems of University Education 


First, because members of the teaching faculties of the Egyptian universities 
face administrative and financial complications and obstacles that obstruct 
their educational and job responsibilities and in view of the fact that the 
university is founded basically on the professor and the student and that the 
mission of the administrative apparatus is to facilitate and not complicate, the 
second general congress recommends the need for establishing the post of univer- 
sity vice president for financial and administrative affairs, in addition to the 
two posts of vice president for student affairs and vice president for higher 
studies affairs. 


Second, the second general congress recommends that faculty members and stu- 
dents of the Egyptian universities adhere to the proper academic conduct that 
both faculty member and student must follow to preserve their high moral posi- 


tion in society. 


[hird, private university: The second general congress deems it fit to post- 
pone discussion of this issue and to proceed deliberately in bringing it into 
the sphere of implementation until studies are prepared to clarify its various 


aspects so as to realize what is good for the country's interest. 


Fourth, the congress urges the need for the faculty members of each university 
to be represented in that university's council through the participation of a 
professor from the executive council of each club in the meetings of the univer- 


sity council. 
Date and Venue of Third General Congress 


The second general congress has decided that the third congress will be held, 
Sod willing, at 1100 on Monday, 9 November 1981, at the headquarters of the ‘Ayn 
Shams University Faculty Club located in Qasr al-Za'faran, al-'Abbasiyah quar- 
ter, Cairo. 
Vice President of Executive Board, Dr Muhammad [brahim Ramadan 
President of Executive Board, Dr ‘Adil Ahmad Hashish 
Secretary General of Executive Board, Dr Hasan Abu al-Su'ud ‘Ali 


CSO: 4504/100 
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GOVERNMENT DESERTION OF NONALIGNMENT, ECONOMIC POLICIES CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL'SHA'B in Arabic No 121, 18 Aug 81 p 2 


(Article: "Socialist Labor Party's Weekly Seminar; Ibrahim Shukri: Deviation 
From Nonalignment Threatens Egypt's Independence; Persecution of Labor Party 
Will Strengthen Party and Will Bolster People's Support for It"'] 


[Text] Eng Ibrahim Shukri, chairman of the Socialist Labor Party, has deciared 
that President al-Sadat's statements on Egypt's participation in safeguarding 
U.S. interests in the area constitutes deviation from the policy of nonalignment 
to which Egypt has been committed. Shukri has also warned that alignment with 
any of the parties to the international conflict will threaten Egypt's indepen- 
dence and drag it to the sphere of subservience from which it has long struggled 
to break away. 


Eng Ibrahim Shukri said at the party's weekly seminar, held last Tuesday, that 
previously our policy was aligned with the Soviet Union and that President al- 
sadat concluded the friendship treaty with the Soviets and then abrogated it 

and that, therefore, it is not right to now replace that situation with an alli- 
ance with the United States. 


Regarding the latest Saudi initiative announced by Prince Fahd, the Labor Party 


y 
© 


chairman voiced his welcome for the initiative to realize a just and comprehen- 


sive solution to the Middle East problem, especially since this initiative has 
zained the trust and approval of the PLO, the Palestinian people's sole legiti- 
mate representative, which must play a fundamental role in settiing the issue. 


fhe Socialist Labor Party chaimaan added: While welcoming the Saudi initiative 


on this basis, we stress that the correct path to attain the Arab right is the 
solidarity of all the Arab forces. Egypt alone can do nothing and Saudi Arabia 
alone can do nothing. Thus, the estrangement and conflict among the Arab 


states do not at all serve our causes. 


The starting point for the solidarity of the Arab position lies in our declaring 
to the world that even though the Camp David treaty has led us to some results 
insofar as the Sinai is concerned, the second part of the treaty concerning self- 
rule for the Palestinian people has produced no results. 
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We can thus unite the ranks to confront the Israeli intransigence that is still 
supported by the United States. Here is the United States pledging to Israel 

that it will give the PLO no consideration and will establish no contacts with 
it, after the United States had begun such contacts through some U.S. officials 
in the United Nations--contacts which aroused the wrath and anger of Israel and 


ot the Zionist organizations in the United States. 


Pressure Instead of Requests 


Juring his visit to the United States, President al-Sadat urged that the United 
States abandon the promise it has made to Israel that it will not establish con- 
tacts with the PLO so that U.S. interests in the area will not be undermined as 


a result of its total partiality to Israel. But the issue is not just one of 
asking the United States not to align itself fully with Israel. The question is 
now to exert pressure on the United States to convince it of this demand. Pres- 
Sure on the United States will bear no fruit as long as the Arab world is divided 
and fragmented. 


Here is where the importance of the unity and solidarity of the Arab world emerges. 
Eng Ibrahim Shukri further said: Israel has taken all kinds of security precau- 
tions before withdrawing from the Sinai, such as the construction of military 

bases and airfields at a distance of no more than 60 to 100 kilometers from the 
Sinai, which is negligible insofar as modern military aircraft are concerned. 

The Sinai will be nearly demilitarized and will have only joint forces from the 
United States, Israel and some Latin American countries under the command of a 

U.S. officer. So Israel has procured all the guarantees that make its withdrawal 
from the Sinai something that doesn't mean much to it militarily. 


Concluding his statement, the Socialist Labor Party chairman asserted that any 
persecution against our party will give new strength to and bolster the people's 


support for this party. They [the government] will be the losers ultimately. 
Tale of Open-Door Policy Company 


Fu'ad Nushi, the party's information secretary, delivered an address in which he 
said: President al-Sadat has told Egyptian students on scholarships in the 
United States that the open-door economic policy has achieved success and has 
strengthened the Egyptian economy. I wish to present to his Excellency the lat- 
est edition of AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI, issued on 10 August, as a gift. The paper 
contains the budget of one of the investment companies, namely, the Arab Hotels 
ind Tourism Company, which was founded nearly 5 years ago to build modern hotels 
in Egypt. The company offered its shares in Egyptian markets, Egyptian share- 
holders purchased them and the company came to enjoy all the advantages and 
facilities granted by the government to investment companies in accordance with 
open-door economy laws. But instead of building hotels in Egypt that would bene- 
fit the national economy, this company transferred one-half of its capital, 
amounting to 1 million pounds sterling, to Switzerland and incurred in 1980 
losses of nearly .5 million pounds. This means that this company's board of 
directors, which in accordance with the open-door economy laws does not fall 
under the control of the government, has smuggled the savings of Egyptians to 
Switzerland so that they can be invested and develop tourism there. As for 


Egypt, whence the money emanated, it only reaps losses. 


=) 





Subservience of Egyptian Economy 


Fu'ad Nushi added: This is only one example to remind the officials of the 
ruling National Party who talk repeatedly of the degree of success realized 
by the open-door economy policy--a policy that has brought us nothing but the 


subservience of our national economy to the colonialist Western economy. 
Mill of Inflation 


Rif'at al-Shahawi, the party's secretary general, then said: What has happened 
on the soil of this homeland afflicts one with grief and sadness and all the 
rds cannot express the grief that one feels. 


Inflation and rising prices crush people daily and merchants no longer have any 
concern other than to raise prices without any checks or controls while the 
government information media speak of the prosperity being enjoyed by the country. 


The society of the one-half percent that the July revolution came to eliminate 
has grown to become the society of the 5 percent. Big cars fill the streets of 
Cairo while the crushed majority cannot find a seat or even a space in which to 
Stand on a bus. Luxury homes are looking for buyers while the overwhelming 
majority cannot find a simple room in which to dwell. 


When we say this, the fat cats scream: You are exploiting the hardship of the 
masses. 


Now that the Sinai oil has been restored to us, now that the Suez Canal has been 
reopened to pour hundreds of millions of dollars into our coffers, now that the 
remittances of Egyptians working abroad are flowing into the country and now 
that foreign aid and loans come in daily to the point where Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Dr ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Majid complains of the small portion of the aid and 
loans being used--now that all this is happening, our situation is worsening 
daily. If we speak of this situation, they say that the opposition undermines 
he regime. 


The party's secretary general added: The solution to ali our hardships and prob 
lems lies in one thing that we said on the first day our party was declared, 
namely, bolstering democracy and making it a reality. Real solutions to problems 
become clear through opinion and counteropinion. 

But those who still believe in the single party cannot imagine the presence of 


another opinion because they have lived all their life believing in a single 
party and single opinion. 


If there is something of which they boast before the Arab world it is that 
there is democracy in Egypt, using the presence of the Socialist Labor Party 
and of AL-SHA'B as proof of the presence of this democracy. Yet, they are 


annoyed by every word we utter and every opinion we express because they are in- 
pable of countering argument with argument and thought with thought. They 
zine that they can thus conceal the pains of this people, forgetting that 
oniy democracy is a safe stronghold for both the ruler and the ruled and that 
he people are the safety valve, the protector and the protection. ‘Abd al-Nasir 
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lived as the leader of Egypt for 18 years during which the imperialist forces 

lotted against him, launched war against him, blockaded him and tried to 
assassinate him. But all this was not able to hurt him in the least because 
he lived for the people and with the people. 


Fikri al-Jazzar, member of the Labor Party's Parliamentary Committee, then said: 


We are living today under a crisis of democracy in Egypt. Our party is .iving 
na battle to repel this ferocious onslaught by some leaders of the 


ruling National Party against the Labor Party, now that these leaders have 
relished the acts of moral and ethical liquidation committed against the 

Law ers Lon. 

Positi f Rejection 

Sayyid Rustum, member of the Labor Party's Parliamentary Committee, then said 
that all the political currents in the People’s Assembly reject the dismissal 


\—§ Ahm 1 Firghali 
I ALuUnau rirgna a 


What is amazing is that the workers law does not grant anybody, not even the 
rf 


chairman of a board of directors, the right to dismiss a worker from his job. 
t 


[fhe only authority entitled to the power of dismissal is the judiciary, 
whereas insofar as the People's Assembly member is concerned, a majority is 
entitled to cancel his membership! 


TT . D1 a ~ 4 “ 
wnere iS rianning 


Hamid Zaydan then spoke, saying: With the open-door economic policy, control 
over economic development has been lost and this development is no longer pro- 
ceeding according to a definite plan. It is enough for us to look at the hous- 
ing problem to learn how devoid of planning is the Egyptian economy. 


[Instead of proceeding to build housing in the desert areas, we use cultivable 
lands, of wht ch there is a shortage to start with, for the construction of 


iA 
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awyer Mamduh Qinawi, Socialist Labor Party secretary in Sawhaj, then said: 
What is currently happening in Egypt is, by all criteria, a deviation from 


We in the Labor Party do not bet on the failure of anybody's policy because 

very word we say is intended for the good of Egypt and of Ffnes people only 
ind because we do what God's prophet urged us to do when he said that religion 
is advice. But regrettably, the ruling National Party still eeraees to listen 
to anybody's advice. They have thus doomed their policy to failure because they 


deviated from what God orders regarding consultation in government. 





int their [the ruling party's] exclusive monopolization of power in Egypt 
stopped. They have made matters worse and they now want to speak for Pales- 


tine, Saudi Arabia and the rest of the Arab homeland as if they have a divine 
authorization to speak in the name of the Arab nation and to drag it into the 
un id IMT 
Mas t 
; retary of the Labor Party youth in Port Said, then delivered 


an address greeting Eng Ibrahim Shukri and the part leaders in the name of the 

P¢ said th. He said: The Port Said masses, which are suffering from the 

exorbitant inflation, receive our party with welcome because they know that it 
that defends freedom, democracy and the right of the people's masses 


C¢ ive in prosperity. 


1s the party 
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Moreover, Ahmad Firghali spoke of this incident in his capacity of a journal- 
ist and at a press conference inside the headquarters of the Socialist Labor 
Party, which enjoys immunity in accordance with the political parties law. 
Firghali'’s statements were not made at the People’s Assembly or in his capacity 
as amember of this Assembly that this matter may be presented to the assembly's 
Ethics Committee. 


The ordinary law contains provisions for punishing those who make statements 
liable to harm the public interest. The government should have resorted to 
judicial authorities solely entitled to investigate and to mete out punishment 
it the charge is proven. 


2. The Socialist Labor Party regrets that a double standard is used to deal 
with People's Assembly members. An opposition member is expelled immediately 
and before he appears in front of the assembly's investigative committees, 
whereas the ruling party protects its members and rejects the socialist prose- 
cutor's request to simply lift the immunity of one of them so that he may be 
questioned, even though this member is accused of making millions illicitly. 
The ruling party, through its majority in the assembly, refuses to even lift 
the immunity of this member even though the press has demanded repeatedly that 
he be brought before the courts. 


Moreover, the apology submitted by a member of the ruling party who previously 
occupied the position of deputy prime minister is accepted as soon as this 
member claims that he has not attacked the former president of the republic 
and former prime ministers under the reign of President al-Sadat himself. 


3. The Socialist Labor Party explains what has happened as part of a plot to 
wipe out the opposition in the People's Assembly--a plot that started in 

lune 1979 when the party won 35 seats in the People's Assembly despite all the 
violations committed during the elections. 

he ruling party has exerted all kinds of pressure on the Labor Party deputies, 
chus reducing their number to 12 members at present. However, the Labor Party 
always believes in the venerable Koran phrase: 


"How many times a small faction has defeated a big faction with God's will!" 
These pressures, which further upset the basically shaky balance of democracy-- 


shaky as a result of what happened in the latest elections, as all know--are a 
stab in the heart of democracy and an indication of a return to the single- 


party system. 
4, Ahmad Firghali has rejected all the pressures exerted on him, before and 
after the incident attributed to him, to resign from the Socialist Labor Party. 
he stands for which Firghali has been brought to account are basically his 
loyaltv to the opposition party as a true representative of the Egyptian peo- 
These stands were evident in his opposition and the opposition of all his 
rothers, the party members, to all the bills restricting liberties and in 
ir rejection of the Camp David accords and of the policy of normalization 


een Egypt and Zionist Israel. 
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its sound national line and their support for it in all parts of Egypt. The 
party has emerged from the battle firmer, stronger and more determined to 


_t ry } 
>t rugeeg ic. 


The party will continue to fight the oppression of the partisan majority that 
is trying to restore the totalitarian system to Egypt. 


fhe Labor Party will continue te be the party of hope, will continue to 
struggle with the masses and will remain vigilant to solve their problems and 
reclize their aspirations. 


God is great and long live the people. 


Ibrahim Shukri 
Chairman of the Socialist Labor Party 
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DETAILS OF PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY DEBATE ON FIRGHALI CASE REVIEWED 


Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 121, 18 Aug 81 pp 4-5 
(Article: "What the Papers Have Not Published on Historic People's Assembly 
Session; Final Chapter in Story of Dropping Ahmad Firghali's Membership in 
People's Assembly; Ibrahim Shukri to Assembly Members: Canceling Ahmad Fir- 
ghali's Membership Doesn't Serve Democracy and Harms Egypt's Reputation; 

I Cannot Believe That Contravener’s Punishment Is Execution; Ahmad Firghali's 
Membership Must Not Be Dropped so That Assembly Cannot Be Accused of Double 
Standards; Counselor Mumtaz Nassar's Defense Before Assembly: Charge Raised 
Against Ahmad Firghali Is Unjust and What Is Attributed to Him Is Not in Viola- 
tion of Constitution, Is Not Prohibited by Law and Does Not Constitute Devia- 
tion From Assembly's Bylaws; Determination of Crimes and Modification of 
Punishment Is Within Jurisdiction of Judiciary, Not People's Assembly; Dr 
Hilmi al-Hadidi: Testimony of Two Prosecution Witnesses Is Contestable: First 
Witness Is Wrathful and Testimony of Wrathful Is Unacceptable, Second Witness 
[s Journalist on Probation Who Wants To Be Confirmed and Third Witness Has 


Supported Ahmad Firghali's Statements"] 


xt] "Fraternal members of the People's Assembly, we will one day depart from 
this hall, be it after months or years. But every action we take will be attrib- 


uted to us. If it is a good act, we will be said to have made good and just 
judgment. If the people's masses view our judgment differently, then we will 

be always remembered accordingly. I hope you will appreciate this, brothers, 
and will be truly concerned with Egypt's reputation. Canceling Ahmad Firghali's 
membership cannot serve democracy or serve Egypt's reputation." 


these clear, truthfu! and sincere words, Eng Ibrahim Shukri, chairman of 
the Socialist Labor Party, tried to warn People's Assembly members of the dan- 
ger of expelling a colleague of theirs who has commmitted no crime and no action 
meriting such punishment. He tried to warn them in particular of this step's 
danger to the future of democracy in Egypt and to prevent an act that undermines 
‘'eypt's democratic image in the world. 


espite this, what Eng Ibrahim Shukri and many others beside him had expected 
did happen and was declared in the People's Assembly. Shukri's words could not 
find their way to the hearts of the ruling party members, as he has said, and 
all of them, with the exclusion of Deputy Muhammad 'Atiyah, voted for expelling 
their colleague, Ahmad Firghali, from assembly membership. 





Thus ended the final chapter in this story that had been perpetrated to end 
the membership of one of the Labor Party's prominent deputies according to a 


scheme started more than 2 months ago. 


-inal chapter started with large-scale preparations by the ruling party 
leadership. 


s of the ruling National Party who did not support the expulsion deci- 
sion [by the party] were subjected to threats by the party leaders in a fero- 


ious campaign led by Hilmi ‘Abd al-Akhir, minister of state for People's 
Assembly affairs, and by Kamal al-Shadhili, the party's organizational secre- 
tary. This campaign continued until the start of the session todiscuss this 
When the session was convened, Ibrahim Shukri, chairman of the Socialist Labor 
Part and Fikri al-Jazzar, a party member, protested because they had been 


’ 
unable to acquire a copy of the report of the joint committee, formed of the 


eneral Committee and the Legislative Committee, which had held more than three 
meetings, whereas the report had been distributed to the National Partv depu- 
ties Dr Sufi Abu-Talib was compelled to apologize when Fikri al-Jazzar 


raised his hand, holding in it the leaflet that the ruling National Party had 
ibuted before the report asking its members in the People's Assembly to 
attend the voting session. Dr Abu-Talib then instructed that the report be 


Then all the efforts exerted failed to postpone discussion of the issue and of 
the joint committee's report recommending Ahmad Firghali's expulsion until 
another session so that the member might be able to attend to defend himself 
ifter recovering from his illness which--according to the report of the physi- 
treating him and to the testimony of Dr Hamdi al-Sayyid, the doctors’ 
joint committee--had prevented him from attend- 
O 


Nassar demanded postponement in his capacity as the defense 
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It is my conviction that it is within this framework that Washington welcomed 
Israel's scheme to raid the Iraqi nuclear reactor. This is because the warn- 
ing in this case is indirect, issued by a side that is tied to Mitterrand and 
the French sociaiists by a firm historical friendship, taking place in an area 
into which U.S. influence has returned and aimed against a rebellious Arab 
country that possesses great capabilities and that deserves to be disciplined 
so that it will be an example to the other Arab countries that are rebellious 
in varying degrees against the domination of the Camp David policy in the area. 


Moreover, the raid squeezes Mitterrand, still in the first days of his rule, 
between the grinding jaws of a sharp crisis, considering his traditional 
friendship--a friendship fraught with promises--with Israel on the one hand and 
the vital economic interests, especially oil interests, that France has with the 
Arabs on the other hand. 


In this light, the features of a joint Israeli-U.S. interest behind the raid on 
the Iraqi reactor become obvious. But a careful reading of the details of the 
events reveals the presence of independent U.S. interests that are no less im- 
portant than the joint interest with Israel. There is no doubt that these in- 
dependent interests were part of the list of inducements that Israel offered 
Washington to get the latter's approval, or at least its nonobjection. 


There is a direct U.S. interest behind the Israeli raid--an interest embodied 

in the ceaseless U.S. attempts to gain the friendship of Iran or, to be more 
exact, of the so-called moderate elements in the Islamic revolution, consider- 
ing that the raid afflicts enormous los:<s on the “Iraqi enemy" with which Iran 
is engaged in a difficult war. This is something that creates an opportune 
atmosphere for the possibilities of rebuilding bridges with Iran, which has a 
strategic position in the confrontation with the Soviets--a confrontation that 
tops the list of current international strategic priorities of the United States. 


There is another U.S. interest of extreme importance, considering that it [the 
raid] is connected with the series of successive and uninterrupted acts of ag- 
gression against the so-called moderate Arab states, especially the Arab Gui 
oil-producing countries. Despite the firm ties of friendship linking them with 
the United States, these states--proceeding on the basis of the interest of 
their regimes in perpetuation and stability and on the basis of their own cal- 
culations regarding local and Arab conditions--oppose the Camp David policy, 
agree inthis regard with the so-called radical national regimes and refuse to 
respond favorably to Washington's request for military bases in their terri- 
tories and waters in which to station its rapid-deployment forces. Moreover, 
despite their traditional hostility toward the Soviet Union, these states do 
not, in the wake of Camp David, elevate the Soviet danger, at least in the 
present phase, to the level of the Israeli danger. Some members of this group 
(Kuwait and Jordan) have even opened a dialog with and begun extending bridges 
to Moscow in the wake of its latest initiative for an international guarantee 
as Gulf security and for an international conference to reach a comprehensive 
peaceful solution to the Middle East conflict replacing the Camp David solution. 
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Within this framework, the Israeli raid is carried out against the Iraqi reac- 
tor with the most modern and sophisticated weapons in the U.S. arsenal. The 
raid crosses the skies of Jordan and Saudi Arabia with technological skill 
and with the aim of performing an indirect terrorist role against the moderate 
Arab states, especially the oil-producing states, which puts these states face 
to face with a definite option: Either stay outside Camp David and, conse- 
quently, be exposed to the strikes of the long Israeli arm from which the oil 
sources will not be safe, as has been the case with the Iraqi reactor, 

or join Camp David in one way or another and accept U.S. military bases to 
protect them from the “ambitions" of the "hostile" Soviet Union and the "rash 
acts" of "friendly" Israel. 





This bunch of specific U.S. interests is what confirms Washington's responsibil- 
ity in che Israeli raid against the Iraqi reactor. Without the blessing of the 
United States, Begin could not have intrinsically and objectively embarked on 
the raid, which is an adventure immersed in dangers embodied in the immediate 
and future reactions it creates. 


It is my conviction that the attempt to prove Washington's responsibility for 
the raid by unveiling evidence and proofs of its advance knowledge of the raid, 
and not by considering its latent interests in the operation, is no more than 
nonsense or no more than tackling a political-military event with Agatha 
Christie's detective approach. 


Moreover, a reading with the naked eye of the movement of events reveals that 
the United States itself resorted to more than one method to draw the attention 
of whomever is concerned to its "fingerprints" on the Israeli raid. 


In this regard, we will note, just for the sake of example, three specific inci- 
dents: 


The U.S. media spoke of an Israeli military mission that, weeks before the raid, 
had visited the Pentagon and the U.S. military research centers and that had 
studied with U.S. experts means of hitting a nuclear reactor that was a replica 
of the Iraqi reactor with certain bombs. 


Washington expressed, in its cynical Yankee way, its astonishment over the fact 
that radar stations set up in the Sinai and operating under its supervision had 
failed to record the movement of the Israeli aircraft that took part in the raid. 
Justifying the failure of the AWACs operating in Saudi Arabia, whose range was 
penetrated by the squadrons of the Israeli raid, to pick up these aircraft on 
their radar, Washington said that the tail of the AWACs and not their nose was 
facing the route the raiding aircraft followed. 


In his press conference in the wake of destruction of the Iraqi reactor, U.S. 
President Reagan stressed his regret over the raid in kind words but emphasized 
that he "understands and appreciates the security reasons and motives that have 
prompted Israel to stage its precautionary raid." He also stressed that the 
raid would have no negative impact on U.S. relations with Israel because Israel 
is a strategic ally. 
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In view of all this, the impact of the raid on the Iraqi reactor in June 1981 
on the Arab conscience has been similar in its dimensions tc the impact of the 
June 1967 war of aggression that was launched with U.S. weapons and with prior 
and sbusequent U.S. aid. But this impact has come under more serious condi- 
tions, considering that the Arab sitvation has been suffering from a general 

ebb since the conclusion of the Camp David accords and the Egyptian-Israeli 
peace treaty--which Israel has used against the Arabs--since Egypt's departure 
from the frontline against Israel and its isolation at the Arab level and since 
the rise of an opposing Arab front that has a defensive quality and has not been 
able, despite all the resources at its disposal, to move to any offensive pos- 
ture because it is divided by the subsidiary conflicts among the Arab countries 
with their various regimes and inclinations. These conflicts have dominated 

at the expense of the main conflict with Israel and at the expense of a confron- 
tation of the forces supporting Israel's aggression, led by the United States 

of America. 





But despite this, the raid has had a positive impac*, if we may use the expres- 
sion. It has acted as an electric shock to the Arab reality and has restored 

to it its minimal balance, which it had almost lost. The shock has also restored 
to this reality the need for unified action, regardless of inter-Arab differences, 
in the face of the common national danger. This danger has escalated both 
qualitatively and quantitatively since Israel has become able, under the canopy 
of Camp David, to move freely and to strike from Baghdad to Riyadh and from 
Tripoli to Algiers. This ability has ignited in the Arab conscience a true 
awakening in regard to dealing with the raid on the reactor. On the one hand, 
the raid is an alarming aggression similar to the 1967 aggression. But on the 
other hand, it is the kind of aggression that ignites the fundamental defiance 

to overcome it, as happened after the 1967 war in the form of the 1973 war--a 
war that did not realize its objectives because its path was blocked. In the 
wake of the raid on the Iraqi reactor, the 1973 war must be completed with un- 
conventional means and through the wise collective use of all the military, 
economic and political capabilities that the Arab nation possesses. 


Perhaps what reveals the depth of this awakening is the question marks erupting 
from all sides of the Arab reality and raised by Arab citizens at various popu- 
lar and official levels--questions that persistently seek realistic and practi- 
cal answers. 


Examples of these questions are: 


Till when will the Israeli aggression continue to be capable of destructive sur- 
prise action and of continually expanding its sphere while the Arabs confine 
themselves to feeble and weak reaction despite the human and material capabili- 
ties the Arab nation possesses and which exceed manyfold what Israel possesses 
and what aid it receives? 


Which of the Arab regimes, leaders and policies is responsible for the failure 
to use these capabilities in unified action? 


In the wake of the raid on the reactor, is there in the Arab land from the Gulf 
to the Atlantic Ocean a single target that Israel, wearing the armor of Camp 
David, cannot raid with the sophisticated U.S. weapons at its disposai? 
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Hasn't it become evident that the relations of friendship binding the United 
States with the Arab oil-producing countries cannot constitute guaranteed pro- 
tection for these countries with their moderate policies after what has happened 
to the Shah of Iran and after it has been proven that the aircraft used to 
strike the Iraqi reactor were U.S. planes and that they penetrated the Saudi 
and Jordanian air space despite U.S. ground and air radar stations planted in 
these countries? 


Had the Iraqi reactor been built with Soviet aid, would Israel have had the 
secret information on its situation and would Israel have had the daring to 
strike it or is it that the interconnection between the U.S. strategy and the 
Israeli strategy on the one side and the jumbled cards and channels on the other 
side between U.S., European and Israeli intelligence provided Israel with the 
necessary secret information and with the opportunity to strike with relative 
ease and without any big risk a reactor that was built with the assistance of 
the French? 


In the wake of the Israeli raid, is there safety for any strategic project built 
in any Arab country with the knowledge of the United States or any West European 
country for the purposes of economic, technological or military development? 


Doesn't the Israeli raid come within the framework of the acts of terror that 
the United States and the West generally always raise their voices to condemn 
and to punish? Yet, the United States and the West European countries have 
undertaken to prevent the Security Council from punishing Israel, which was 
caught red-handed, in accordance with the UN Charter. Meanwhile, they continue 
to denounce the national liberation movement of the Palestinian people who have 
been expelled from their land as a terrorist movement. Doesn't this expose 
racist practices on the part of the West against the Arabs? 


Doesn't this raid, which has taken place under the Camp David canopy, provide 

the Arabs with an exorbitantly costly experience on the "unity of Arab security" 
in the face of the comprehensive Israeli danger that is escalating in both 
quality and quantity? The issue has gone beyond the rights of the Palestinian 
people to become an issue of "life or death" to the Arab nation and an issue 

that requires a decision in a short time that doesn't extend beyond the "oil 

era" that will come to end with the end of the 20th century or the end of the 
first decade of the 21st century at the most. This decision requires the 
exploitation of every minute of this time span to build the united intrinsic Arab 
strength economically, militarily and politically. 


It also requires setting a new list of priorities, along with engaging in real- 
istic action to separate the friends from the allies on the basis of the criter- 
ion of the position of each of them vis-a-vis the Arab Israeli conflict. This 
is something whose foundations were actually laid down for the first time in the 
Arab summit on economic-political strategy held in Amman in 1980. 


The large-scale dialog taking place in the Arab world these days on these and 
other questions generated by the ashes of the Iraqi reactor is touching off in 
the Arab nation a state of historic defiance against a sick, condemned and re- 
jected situation. Perhaps this condition, which is pregnant with fundamental 
changes, is the element that slipped from the calculations of those who planned 
the raid on the nuclear reactor in Baghdad. 
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SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY STATEMENT CONDEMNS CONFISCATION OF ITS PAPER 

Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 123, 1 Sep 81 pp 1, 9 

[Article: "Statement From Socialist Labor Party on Confiscation of AL-SHA'B"] 
[Text] The Socialist Labor Party has issued the following statement: 


The security authorities seized the edition of AL-SHA'B scheduled to appear to- 
day, Tuesday, at the printing presses and banned its distribution. These author- 
ities then acauired a warrant from the state security prosecution for the purpose. 


Counselor Hamid Zaki, chairman of the South Cairo Lower Court, issued the seizure 
order in the presence of ‘Asim ‘Abd al-Hamid Nasr, chairman of the state security 
prosecution. 


The Socialist Lebor Party expresses its deep regret at the government authorities' 
use of this kind of pressure on AL-SHA'B, which has published so far 121 editions 
in more than 2 years, during which it has adhered to the law and to the consti- 
tution and has continued to reflect the people's and the nation's aspirations 
sincerely, using the honest and truthful word. | 


If the ruling party has been unable to answer the facts, objective criticism 

and constructive opinions published by AL-SHA'B despite all the information media 
and papers at its disposal, then resorting to confiscation and to banning dis- 
tribution is in conflict with the freedom of expression and of democratic dialog. 


Though his excellency the chairman of the Democratic National Party has repeat- 
edly attacked AL-SHA'B and the Socialist Labor Party in his conferences, meet- 
ings, statements and speeches, including the speech he delivered in his capacity 
as president of the republic to the joint session of the People's Assembly and 
the Consultative Council held on 14 May 1981, AL-SHA'B and the Socialist Labor 
Party leaders have abided in their replies by objectivity, by care for the 
public interest and by objective and serious defense of the provisions of the 
constitution that stress that the state's political system is built on the 
multiplicity of political parties and that free expression and a free press are 
among the mainstays of the constitution. 


The Socialist Labor Party emphasizes that deviation from these constitutional 
provisions exposes democracy to danger and that the authority's circumvention 

of the provisions of the constitution by hiding behind certain procedural legal- 
ities exposes it to enormous dangers. 
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Though the government's campaign against the Socialist Labor Party has assumed 
various forms recently, such as canceling the membership of one of its leaders 
in the People's Assembly, harassing its conferences, tapping its private ses- 
sions and then confiscating AL-SHA'B, the party warns against indulgence in 
this trend, which undermines the entire democratic system and its future, and 
declares that it will continue to protect the march of democracy and defend 
the people's rights and the opposition's role. 


The party will continue to publish AL-SHA'"B so that it can reflect its program 
and principles and the people's freedom, adhering to the law and the constitu- 
tion despite any pressures the paper may encounter in the future. The party 
will always remain on the veople's side. 


God is great and long live the people. 


Ibrahim Shukri 
Chairman of the Socialist Labor Partv 
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SHUKRI TRACES REASONS FOR RULING PARTY CAMPAIGN AGAINST LABOR PARTY 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 123, 1 Sep 81 p 3 
[Article by Ibrahim Shukri: "We Will Not Be Intimidated or Frightened"] 


[Text] Ideas that I want to express are swarming in my mind. I had delayed 
writing about some of these ideas either because of circumstances dictating a 
delay or in an attempt to choose an appropriate time. But I find myself com- 
pelled today to write on all of them even though the chief editor has asked me 
to take into consideration the reduction in the number of the paper's pages as 
a result of confiscation of the previous edition at the request of the govern- 
ment. 


This confiscation provides an additional element that imposes itself on this 
article by virtue of the dictates of the situation. I have no comment on this 
issue other than to say that with its request, the government committed a grave 
error against opposition activity and struck this activity in the heart. Coun- 
teropinion without an organized means to express it turns the situation into 
one of superficial practices. 


But I will not dwell on discussing confiscation of the previous edition of 
AL-SHA'B because this confiscation should not be discussed independently of 
many of the circumstances that characterize political action generally and of 
recent actions toward the Labor Party in particular. 


Insofar as the Labor Party is concerned, the ruling party's actions toward it 
can only be understood by reviewing the events since the last general elections, 
held in mid-1979 and from which the Labor Party emerged with 33 seats, plus a 
seat for an appointed member. 


The party won this number of seats despite the ferocity of the attacks and 

the pressures against the party candidates, especially in the reelections 
[intikhabat al-i'adah]. That war and those pressures reached the extent of 
open intervention by a governor, as stated in the report of the appellate 
judge in the appeal submitted in connection with the elections in Abu Nij Dis- 
trict in Asyut. 


From the night the results of the elections became know, numerous attempts were 
made by a number of governors to lure away from the Labor Party a number of mem- 
bers who had run in the elections as Labor Party candidates, who had been 
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assisted by the party and with some of whom I had personally visited their 
districts. The governors did actually succeed with three of the elected men- 
bers on the night the election results were announced. Thus, the number of 
the party deputies dropped to 30 deputies. 


We recorded this in our paper and Mahmud Abu-Wafiyah, may God speed his recov- 
ery and return him healthy to his family, wrote an article addressed to Presi- 
dent al-Sadat in which he discussed the flaws of the elections that had just 
taken place. The whole affair, insofar as the statements and the actions speak- 
ing of encouraging former members of the People's Assembly to join the Labor 
Party and so forth, was illogical [as published]. If the matter was insincere, 
then why all this pressure exerted on Labor Party deputies who were elected on 
the strength of the party's principles and why this intentional disregard for 
the position of the Labor Party as the second largest party in the People's 
Assembly and as the party representing the majority of the opposition and 
entitled to lead it? This was tantamount to disregarding an obvious fact that 
in all countries with multi-party systems entails consultation between the 
ruling party and the opposition and the establishment of rules observed by 
both the majority and the minority. 


What sins could the Labor Party have committed to be treated in this manner? 


I raise this question because all that has been cited recently as causes for 
anger at the Labor Party occurred in the past few months only. 


With a little thinking and with a review of the circumstances under which the 
Labor Party rose, it becomes evident that the fact that the Labor Party won more 
than 30 seats with many members who have never supported the ruling party and 

had never before run for election and the fact that the nearly 200 candidates who 
ran under the principles of the party have been the subject of observation [by 
the ruling party]--all this has been taken into consideration and has been 
watched was a sign warning that this party has gone beyond the limits drawn for 
it in the estimate of some people and a sign that it will not be easy to con- 
trol this party. 


Therefore, let more pressures be exerted on the Labor Party, let there be an 
explosion with the resignation of Mahmud Abu-Wafiyah [from the Labor Party], 
let AKHBAR AL-YAWM publishing House pose difficulties for the publication of 
AL-SHA'B, let there be a fabricated demonstration of resignations [from the 
Labor Party] on the occasion of Dr Hilmi Murad's accession to the party and let 
a new crisis confront AL-SHA'B by having AL-AHRAM stop supplying it with the 
necessary newsprint. 


Though all these actions created difficulties and intensified the atmosphere of 
disagreement between the ruling party and the Labor Party, they enabled the 
Labor Party to gain many supporters among the people's masses because these 
actions were accompanied by stands in the People's Assembly by the Labor Party 
and its members reflecting the image of the opposition as an honorable and 

loyal opposition that stands firmly for what is in the interest of the people 
and the Arab nation. Trust in the Labor Party began to grow among all those 
working in the sphere of politics with its various factions and numerous schools. 
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This growth was being watched and taken into account and some people started 
to talk of what they had imagined the Labor Party and its role would be and 

of how matters have developed. The industrious in the ruling party began to 
compete in offering ideas to deal with the matter and articles began to appear 
distorting the image of the Labor Party and depicting it as a party vacillat- 
ing in its views and positions. But it is easy to refute this claim. The 
party's opinion reflects a certain position concerning a certain event at a 
certain time and under certain conditions. All these elements are liable to 
change and there is nothing totally constant. The question will always be: 
Does the opinion that the party expresses to reflect a certain position toward 
a certain event agree with the public interest, the national interest, the 
Egyptian people's interest and the Arab nation's interest or not? 


We have always stressed our sound positions vis-a-vis the issues touching on the 
citizens' basic liberties during the debates on the bills to codify these 
rights, during the debate on the law of shame, the press law and the Journalists 
Union law and during the debate on the national issues concerning the Arab posi- 
tion. We have always clung to the need to exert efforts for unity of the Arab 
ranks. The climax came when we insisted on not having our relations with Sudan 
undermined. Later developments came to prove the soundness of our viewpoint. 

We stood firmly against supplying Nile water to Israel and then came the con- 
sensus against this idea of supplying the water. We then exposed all the 
Zionist actions carried out by Israel to destroy all the bases on which the 
foundations of full self-rule could be built--a self-rule that must culminate 
with the establishment of a state acceptable to the Palestinians. 


Those Israeli actions demonstrated clearly that Israel doesn't want matters to 
reach the point where a solution is achieved for the Palestinian issue. Then 
there was our stand whereby we declared our right to reconsider our conditional 
positions vis-a-vis the Camp David accords and our declaration of our abandon- 
ment of our previous approval [of the accords], our disapproval of the persis- 
tent steps for normalization and our insistence that a declaration be made 
announcing that the accords had failed to reach a solution for the Palestinian 
issue in the manner and within the time stipulated by the agreements and announc- 
ing that a year and a half had passed without our realizing anything. 


All these positions and others were in agreement with the view of the majority 
of the opposition factions, despite the difference in the programs of these 
factions. Then came other developments, such as the Israeli air raid on the 
Iraqi nuclear reactor in the wake of the al-Sadat-Begin meeting in Sharm 
al-Shaykh and the barbarous raid on Beirut that claimed 1,000 dead and wounded 
as its victims. The opposition factions considered the ruling party's condemna- 
tion of Israel inadequate and met to express this view. 


Then came the development concerning the Lawyers Union, which we viewed as of 
the first moment as an issue of principles and not of persons and in which we 
expressed the opinion that the solutions to any presumed violations could only 
come from enacting the spirit of the law, that the correction should take into 
consideration the union's sound actions and that the issuance of a law terminat- 
ing the membership of an elected council and union chairman cannot be supported 
by the Labor Party. 
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What has the ruling party's position toward the Labor Party been in the recent 
phase--a phase that some have called the phase of slandering the Labor Party, 
its members, its leadership and its newspaper and that I call the phase in 
which the ruling party has been floundering in measures that do not serve 
democracy and with whichthis party has been destroying manifestations that can 
help it say: We are distinguished from the one-party systems and the fascist 
regimes generally and we believe in the multi-party system? What can we say 
about dropping the membership of an opposition deputy and about protecting the 
corruption attributed to a deputy who isa member of the majority party? What 
can we say about double standards? The membership of one deputy is dropped 
with the speed of lightning and immunity is not lifted from another member so 
that justice can take its course until the cup overflows! 


Then comes the phase of requesting confiscation of papers. AL-SHA'B is confis- 
cated first and then AL-DA'WAH is confiscated a few days later. Previously, 
AL-AHALI had been confiscated so frequently that it could no longer afford to 
be published. 


Some colleagues have asked me: Why do you continue to publish AL-SHA'B when 
the intentions have become obvious? Can you not learn from others? The pur- 
pose is to render you unable to continue by saddling you with enormous material 
losses. You have to reduce the numbers of pages you publish as a compromise. 
But I tell the colleagues that we will march forward, writing what we believe 
is right; we will continue to act according to what we view as correct and will 
continue to say what is in the interest of the people. What the others do is 
their concern. If they err, their error will be held against them and if they 
repeat the mistake, then their historical responsibility will be doubled. As 
long as we can publish the newspaper, we will not stop doing so. The newspaper 
is still receiving 1,000 pounds [per edition] in newsprint subsidy from the 
Higher Press Council, even though the loss from confiscation of the previous 
edition amounted to 8,000 pounds. This is why I hope that the readers will 
appreciate our being compelled to reduce the number of the paper's pages. 


There remains an issue that I have wanted to discuss but that I will delay till 
the next edition, namely the issue of those writers who shed false tears, say- 
ing that we in the Labor Party have lost our identity and our path and that cur- 
rents representing other parties are controlling us. It is an issue worth dis- 
cussing because it is connected with a malicious line of thought that is trying 
to make us believe that there is a danger to us from within. If some writers 

had any sense of shame, they would hold their peace. There are no forces try- 
ing to destroy the Labor Party other than those who are exerting pressure on 

our members in every governorate in Egypt and those who drop the membership of — 
one of its deputies in the People's Assembly with preparations exceeding in their 
precision, timing and adherence to instructions the preparations for real battles. 
The ruling party is the party that has demanded confiscation of AL-SHA'B, organ 
of the Labor Party, and the one that demanded confiscation of AL-DA'WAH and of 
AL-AHALI before that. 


It is an issue that deserves to be explained anddetailed. But I will be content 
this week with saying that we will not be intimidated and will not be frightened. 


God is great and long live the people. 
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SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY SEMINAR DENOUNCES CONFISCATION OF ITS ORGAN 'AL-SHA'B' 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 123, 1 Sep 81 pp 6-7 


[Article: "Labor Party Weekly Seminar; Ibrahim Shukri: Regardless of Hard- 
ships, AL'SHA'B Will Continue To Speak for Masses; Confiscation of Previous 
Edition Caused Ruling Party To Lose Heavily Before the World; Muhammad Hasan 
Durrah: Partisan Fanaticism Is Saddening; Hamid Zaydan: What Happened to 
AL-SHA'B Testifies to Its and Labor Party's Success; We Will Always Speak for 
People in AL-SHA'B; Fu'ad Nushi: Confiscation of AL-SHA'B will Not Stop Labor 
Party From Marching Forward on Its Path; Fikri al-Jazzar: I Advise Ruling 
Party To Let Publication of AL-SHA'B Continue; Hamdi Ahmad: Do They Still 
Speak of Democracy and Freedom After What Happened?" 


[Text] Eng Ibrahim Shukri, chairman of the Socialist Labor Party, has stated 
that no matter what difficulties the ruling National Party puts in the path of 
AL-SHA'B, this paper will not join those who cheer the ruling party and will 
continue to speak in the name of the people and to express their pains and as- 
pirations objectively, with the truthful word and within the limits of logic, 
of compliance with legitimacy and with the acknowledged rules insofar as compe- 
tition among the parties is concerned. 


In its weekly seminar, held last Tuesday, the Socialist Labor Party stressed 
that the demand for confiscation of edition No 122 of AL-SHA'B has caused the 
ruling National Party to lose a lot of that which it could boast before the 
world, namely, that there is democracy and political opposition in Egypt and 
that this opposition has a paper that discusses all issues. 


Shukri further said: We in the party and on the paper's editorial staff are 
extremely careful to abide fully by objectivity but the ruling party has not 
been able to withstand a single weekly paper that distributes throughout the 
republic 100,000 copies read by 1 million people. A single copy is read by 
more than 10 persons in the countryside. So the ruling party confiscated the 
paper on the day of Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin's visit to Alexandria 
so that the paper would disappear on the day of his arrival. The Israeli minis- 
ter of foreign affairs had protested to the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
over what he called excesses in criticizing the two Camp David accords and the 
normalization of relations between Egypt and Israel, saying that silence should 
be maintained on such a matter. 
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Democracy Is Action, Not Mere Slogans 


Eng Ibrahim Shukri added: But confiscation of AL-SHA'B will not prevent our 
party from expressing its opinion on all issues of concern to the people, 
whether directly or in party seminars, popular conferences and books. If we 
want democracy not to be a mere slogan but action, and as long as we have 
chosen the multi-party system, then the parties must have newspapers to reflect 
treir opinion on how to solve the people's accumulated problems. In this case, 
opposition papers that criticize government policy cannot be accused of criti- 
cizing the regime itself. The regime is from the constitution and we safe- 
guard and defend the constitution. But government policy is the ruling party's 
policy and it is our right and our duty to the people to criticize the faulty 
actions of this ruling party--actions that reflect government policy. It is 
not our fault or mistake that the ruling party chairman is the president of 

the republic and the prime minister. We have repeatedly and clearly demanded 
that the president of the republic give up chairmanship of the ruling National 
Party and the premiership so that limits can be established between the cabinet 
and the presidency and so that the president of the republic can become the 
judge. But under the current situation, matters are entwined and confused. 


The demand for separating the presidency, the political parties and the pre- 
miership is not a new one. We stressed it in our program and have emphasized 
it repeatedly so that partisan and democratic action can succeed. 


It is a foregone conclusion that the multiplicity of parties dictates partisan 
competition. But the ruling party still imagines that the multiplicity of 
parties is a superficial issue and mouths slogans that are not put into prac- 
tice. They forget that democracy, the multiplicity of parties and freedom of 
expression and of counteropinion mean multiplicity of opinions. Otherwise, we 
are all in one party and obey one partisan leadership. 





If they truly want numerous parties, then let them allow the parties the freedom 
of expression. The ultimate judge of all opinions and programs is the people 
who select their true representatives to the legislative councils in proper 
elections meeting guarantees of impartiality. 


Fair Rules Are Required for All 


The Socialist Labor Party chairman added: When sound and fair rules exist for 
democracy, all will be assured of their future and of the exercise of their 
freedom to express truly what they feel, and all of the legal and actual guaran- 
tees against any measure violating the constitution and the law will become 
available. The rules of justice are for all. In a democracy, no double stan- 
dards are used with two people because one of them is closer to the government 
or wealthier than the other. This is unlike what the National Party did at the 
People's Assembly when it was content with the statement of 'Uthman Ahmad ‘Uthman, 
a former deputy prime minister, that he did not intend what he said in his book 
against the late President Jamal ‘Abd al-Nasir and when this party refused in 
the People's Assembly to have immunity lifted from one of its members who owns 
300 million pounds and about wnom the socialist prosecutor has said in a report 
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submitted tothe assembly that there are no clear sources of this man's wealth. 
But this same party dropped Ahmad Firghali's membership in the People's Assem- 
bly just because Firghali had mentioned a certain incident at a press confer- 
ence held at the Labor Party headquarters. 


This Is Our Path 


Eng Ibrahim Shukri went on to say: We will continue to use the written and 
the verbal word to express our opinion and this word will turn into an enor- 
mous force when each of us learns his rights and rejects any act straying from 
the law and from the people's interest because "God will change no people un- 
til they change what is in their souls."" There will always emerge from the 
seed of this people those who will speak of freedom and democracy. We have no 
option but to march forward with all our strength, each of us sacrificing all 
he can, standing in his position with the masses and defending their causes. 


We have no option but to be on the side of the people and with the people and 
to have AL-SHA'B speak for the people. 


Battle That People Will Win 


Fu'ad Nushi, the information secretary, then said: I do not wish to say tiat 
we are mourning freedom and democracy in Egypt because the Egyptian people vill 
continue to have freedom and democracy, whether the rulers like it or not aid 
whether they confiscate AL-SHA'B or let it go free. 


The government request for confiscation of AL-SHA'B is just one round. They 
wished to have AL-SHA'B confiscated on the day of Begin's visit. 


I have seen Begin's visit to the tomb of the Egyptian unknown soldier on tele- 
vision. This murder who caused the death of more than 100,000 Egyptians has come 
today to place a wreath on the tomb of the unknown Egyptian soldier. 


I don't know what Begin has written in the visitors’ book. Has he written: I, 
Begin the murderer and Begin who burnt Al-Aqsa Mosque, have come to visit you? 


Concluding his address, Fu'ad Nushi emphasized that confiscation of AL-SHA'B 
will not prevent the Socialist Labor Party from expressing its opinion every- 
where and with all legitimate means. We defend and safeguard legitimacy. 


Tribulation Is Not for the Paper But for Democracy 


Hamid Zaydan, member of the Socialist Labor Party's Higher Committee and chief 
editor of AL-SHA'B, then took the floor to say: I do not feel at this moment 
that AL-SHA'B is in tribulation. The tribulation is not for the paper but for 
democracy. Confiscation of the paper testifies to its success and the success 
of the Labor Party as a party leading the struggle within the framework of the 
law and of legitimacy to entrench democracy and to emphasize the people's right 
to democracy, freedom and social justice. 
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What has happened confirms the truthfulness of what the paper has written 
about the importance of defending and safeguarding democracy and of exerting 
efforts for its application. Defending democracy does not come from empty 
talk and clamor. 


Democracy is the actual exercise of freedom of expression and is respect for 
opinion and counteropinion. 


Opinion is not the exclusive right of one party or one writer and the expres- 
sion of opinion is not a monopoly. Even though some have attacked us and have 
used words that we refuse to use, this hasn't angered us. We respect the right 
of others to express their opinion and they must not be angered when we express 
ours. 


The chief editor of AL-SHA'B added: I now recall the main headiine we pub- 
lished in AL-SHA'B a few months ago. We wrote under that headline that AL-SHA'B 
was threatened with suspension because the AL-AHRAM establishment had warned us 
that it would not supply us with the newsprint needed for the paper. At the 
time, they launched against us an unjust attack filling two pages of AL-AHRAM. 


When we published that headline, we wanted to bring what was being perpetrated 
against us to light. AL-SHA'B did not stop struggling, publishing and reaching 
its readers, who await it every week. Before the newsprint crisis, we encoun- 
tered another crisis when the ANKBAR AL-YAWM Publishing House stopped printing 
AL-SHA'B for 3 weeks. At the time, I went to the other press establishments in 
an endeavor to find one that would agree to print AL-SHA'B. I had thought that 
my being a press colleague for more than 20 years with the leaders of those 
establishments would help make them welcome the printing of AL-SHA'B. We 
announced to the people what they told us. I wrote at the time to say that 
AL-AHRAM's reply to us was enough to fill four complete editions of AL-SHA'B, 
that AL-AHRAM was supposed to be a national establishment owned by the Egyptian 
people, of whom we are a part, and that our party was a legal party like the 
other party that controls the so-called national press establishment. At that 
time, some of those colleagues received me but declined to print AL-SHA'B whereas 
others declined to print it without even receiving me. 


Hamid Zaydan added: A daily newspaper published a series of articles attacking 
us. We were supposed to have the right to reply but these papers know only one 
opinion, and the Egyptian people are aware of this. 


AL-SHA'B reflects the hopes and pains of the masses and, thus, does not manipu- 
late the people's hardships. The people's hardships, as we understand them, 

are not just hardships pertaining to a loaf of bread, a set on a bus or a seat 
in a classroom for one of our children. The hardships of the masses lie in the 
hardships the Egyptian citizen encounters in expressing his opinion. The right 
of expression is a human right and the right to disagree with an opinion is also 
a human right. | 


Democracy doesn't mean that I should always say yes but that I should say yes 
in the right place and say no in the right place. 
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History Will Have No Mercy for These 


Out of my love for Egypt and for Egypt's people, I appeal to some writers to 
stop manipulating words and to respect the intellect of the people. History 
will have no mercy for a writer who one day tried to mislead the people. 


We will not abandon our position, will not use their words and will not defend 
U.S. Mideast policy, or what they call the right of Israel alone, and not of 
the Palestinian people, to survival. We will not be dazzled by Israel's demo- 
cracy, will not sabotage the Egyptian people's intellect, will not defend any 
foreign presence in the Arab area and will always continue to speak for the 
people and with the people. 


Analogy 


Artist Hamdi Ahmad, member of the Labor Party Parliamentary Committee, then made 
an address in which he said: The ruling National Party owns all the press estab- 
lishments that publish daily newspapers and weekly and monthly magacines. They 
all sing the praises of the ruling party and its policy and publish for the peo- 
ple no less than 90 million pages reflecting the views and opinions of the ruling 
party. Yet, they have found it too much for the Socialist Labor Party to have 
one weekly newspaper of 16 pages. After all this, can there still be talk of 
democracy, of multiplicity of opinions and of the freedom of expression?! 


Step on the Path to Trouble 


Fikri al-Jazzar, member of the Labor Party Parliamentary Committee, then said: 
The government request for confiscation of today's edition of AL-SHA'B is nothing 
but a step on the path to trouble that God wants us to overcome and vanquish. 


AL-SHA'B has been a target from the day they tried to stop it by fabricating 
the so-called newsprint crisis. When they failed, they tried to stop it with 
pressures on the party deputies in the People's Assembly to resign from the 
party. When they failed in this step, colleague Ahmad Firghali was expelled 
from the assembly so that his erxpulsion might intimidate a number of the party 
deputies in the assembly and make them resign from the party. But their third 
endeavor failed and so they have resorted to the direct method of confiscating 
the paper. 


The advice I wish to offer the chairman of the Democratic National Party is to 
let AL-SHA'B continue publishing so that it can act as an outlet. I beg him 
to let AL-SHA'B continue publishing so as to protect the system because we are 
a part of the system and we defend it. What I mean by the system here is the 
constitutional republican system and the state's legitimate institutions. 


Fikri al-Jazzar then dealt with the U.S. aggression against Libya, saying tliat 
all the Arab countries have condemned it because the dogfight between the U.S. 
and Libyan planes took place over the waters of the Gulf of Sidrah, which is 
within the territorial borders of the Libyan people. It is not right for 
Egypt's voice to be alien amidst the Arab consensus condemning the aggression. 
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Difficult Situations Create Honorable Men 


Muhammad al-Sayyid ‘Abd al-'Aziz, a member of the party youth, then said: How 
difficult are the conditions and days we are going through! But these condi- 
tions and days create honorable men and true patriotism. 


They have tried to disband the Lawyers Union Council but they have not dissolved 

Egyptian nationalism in the hearts of the lawyers. They then canceled Ahmad 

Firghali's membership in the People's Assembly. But they have not dropped Fir- 

ghali from the people's hearts. They then confiscate AL-SHA'B. Now that they 

have confiscated AL-SHA'B, will the Egyptian people welcome Menachem Begin, the 
murderer of the Arab people in Palestine and Lebanon? Their endeavors are | 
futile because the people will march forward, regardless of what they do. 


What Will History's Sentence Be? 


Eng Muhammad Hasan Durrah, Labor Party deputy chairman and member of the party's 
Parliamentary Committee, then recounted what happened with Ahmad Firghali at the 
People's Assembly, saying: I was a member of a fact-finding committee investi- 
gating an issue with which Firghali's issue cannot be compared, namely, the 
issue of the book by Eng ‘Uthman Ahmad ‘Uthman. As soon as the author came to 
the committee and denied what had been attributed to him, I said gladly after 

a long debate, out of my faith in God and in Islam, which instructs us to be 
just, that our task in the committee was to make the facts clear and that as 
long as the author has denied that he had intended the late President Jamal 
"Abd-al-Nasir [with his accusations], then the charge against him has ended. 


At the People's Assembly session, I was the first to defend 'Uthman. Then there 
was the issue of another colleague when the socialist prosecutor submitted a 
report condemning him. Moreover, the Assembly's Legislative Committee also 
condemned him. Then came the astonishing surprise, whereby the National Party 
deputies in the People's Assembly refused to lift this member's immunity. 


Then followed the issue of Ahmad Firghali. I asked to be given the floor to 
defend him at the People's Assembly but was not permitted to speak. So I 
decided to resign from the assembly, but my colleagues in the party insisted 
on rejecting the resignation. So I said: I cannot agree to be in a place 
that uses double standards. What will history's sentence on us be? 


I was not in an emotional state at the time but my love for my country and for 

the democratic process required me to take this position, especially when I 

found that 95 percent of the Democratic National Party deputies rejected dis- 

missal of Ahmad Firghali outside the assembly hall and then saw them enter the 

hall and vote for his dismissal under the pretext that they are committed to 

the party's decision. This is in violation of Islam's teachings. A man has 
the duty to express what he believes. This is why I am still sad for the parti- 

san fanaticism that has ended Ahmad Firghali's membership in the People's 

Assembly. 
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